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The present invention relates to a dispensing
container, particularly for soap or other powder,
flakes, pellets or liquid, and has for an object
to provide a container of this character of simple
and inexpensive construction, lending itself to
production from moulded plastic materials in
various colors so that it will constitute an. at-
tractive and conveniently  accessible  kitchen
counter accessory: It is particularly proposed
to provide a' dispensing container adapted to be
periodically filled by the housewife with soap
powder or other material from the large bulk
package in which such material is' purchased,
thus doing away with the necessity -for frequent
handling of the heavy unwieldy bulk package and
enabling it to be stored out of sight.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved combination container body and
cover structure whereby the cover is pivotally
connected to the body by inter-engaging parts
respectively provided in integral relation upon
the body and cover, without the use of extraneous
connecting means such as-the screws, pins; shafts,
springs, nuts, clips and the like heretofore used
for such purposes.

of thecover into open position by finger pressure of
the index finger of the hand holding the contain-
er, such finger pressure firmly retaining the cover
against relative movement, so that the container
may be shaken or otherwise handled without dis-
placement of the cover. Afurtherobjectistopro-
vide inter-engaging means which may be readily
engaged or disengaged to assemble or disassemble
the cover by relative movement of the cover in a
direction which is not its normal operating direc-
tion, that- is for instance by a relative vertical
movement of the cover as distinguished from its
normal pivotal operating movement.

With the above and other objects in view an
embodiment of the ihvention-is shown'in the ac-
companying drawings, and this embodiment will
be hereinafter more fully described with refer-
ence thereto, and the invention will' be finally
pointed-out-in the claims.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1'is a side elevation of the dlspensmg con-
tainer, according to- the illustrated exemplary
embodiment of the invention; the same . being
shown partlally in vertical section.

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the upper
end of the container with the cover in its normai
closed position and showing in broken lines the
open posmon of the cover.

Fig, 3'is a similar view showing the cover rela-

It is.a further object to provide
such inter-engaging means to permit the operation
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tively moved prepardtory to disengaging it from
the container body; the light and heavy broken
lines indicating respectively two relatively moved
positions of the cover in its engaging or disengag-~
ing movement.

Fig. 4 is a tob plan view of the container body
with the cover removed.

Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view of the upper
end portion of the container body, taken along
the line 5—35 of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view ‘of the upper
end portion section of the container body, taken
along the line 6—6 of Flig. 4.

Fig.7is a top plan viéw of the cover.

Fig. 8 is a verfical sectional view of the cover,
taken along theline 8—8 of Fig. 7.

Fig, 9 is an end view of the cover as seen from
the right in Fig. 7.

Similar reference characters indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several figures of
the drawings.

Referring to the drawings the dispensing con-
tainer, - according to. the illustrated exemplary
embodiment of the invention, comprises a con-
tainer body 10 having & vertical surrounding side
wall. of rectangular :cross-section with rounded
corners; the lower end of the container body being
closed by a base wall i, preferably separately
formed from the wall {0 and provided. with a
peripheral right-angle recess: 12 engaged by the
lower end of the wall I8 and secured thereto by
plastic cement or other suitable means. At the
upper end of the container body there is provided
8 .top wall portion I3 integrally formed with
the side wall 10 and partially enclosing the upper
end of the container body, this-top-wall portion
being flush with- the rearward side of the body
and having a forward edge {4 disposed in a ver-
tical plane at a right-angle to. the horizontal
plane of the upper edge i5 of the side wall 18,
These edges 14 and 15 define the opening in the
upper end of the container body, which, as shown
clearly in Fig. 4, is of sufficiently large size to
enable the convenient filling of the container
body when  the cover is removed. Integrally
formed within the container body sdjacent the
upper end of its fo1vvard wall portion there is
provided a downwardly and inwardly inclined
baffle 'wall 1§ having a V= shaped cut-off {7 tu
enable the material in ‘the ¢ontainer o be poured
in a restricted controlled stream of any desired
size simply by varying the pouring angle,

The cover I8 is of a suitable shape to conform
to the top wall portion’ 13 so that in the’ closed
position the upper end:of the: closed: container
is of symmetrical and attractive form, being
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shown as of convexly rounded domed form. The
cover has a vertical rearward edge (8 and a hori-
zontal lower edge 20 which conform to and are
adapted to fit in flush relation upon the edges
14 and 15 of the container hody.

Upon the forward edge portion of the top wall
13 there is integrally formed a forwardly project-
ing fulcrum portion 21 having its upper surface
substantially flush with the under surface of the
cover member in the engaged position of the
latter, so that the rearward marginal edge portion
of the under surface of the cover has fulerum
engagement with the upper side of the fulerum
portion 21, as will presently more fully appear.
A hole 22 is provided in the fulerum portion 21,
of rectangular outline and having downwardly
divergent forward and rearward walls, this hole
belng adapted to be engaged by a downwardly
projecting lug 23 provided centrally of the rear-
ward marginal portion of the underside of the
cover 18, its forward and rearward walls being
downwardly convergent, and the rearward wall
being coincident at its upper end with the rear-
ward edge 19 of the cover. The upper end of the
lug is slightly less in its front to rear dimension
than the front to rear dimension of the upper end
of the hole 22, so that in pivotally moving the
cover to open position, as shown in Fig. 2, the
rearward edge of the cover may have a slight

forward sliding movement upen the fulcrum 3

member 21 as lug 23 swings within the hole 22,
the downwardly divergent form of the hole and
the downwardly convergent form of the lug per-
mitting this swinging movement. The dimension
of the lug between its parallel vertical side walls
is such that these side walls will fit within the
parallel vertical side walls of the hole 22 with just
sufficient clearance to permit free tilting move-
ment of the cover without any appreciable rela-
tive sidewise movement.

Upon the underside of the cover, in spaced re-
lation at each side of the centrally disposed lug
23, there are provided rearwardly projecting arm
portions 24—24 connected to the underside of the
cover by suitable web portions 25—25 and hori-
zontal rib portions 26—26, a horizontal bridge
platform 27 extending between the rearward end
portions of the arms 24 upon which there is pro-
vided a centrally disposed upwardly extending
press button 28, which in the assembled position
of the cover projects upwardly through a hole 29
provided in the top wall portion i3 of the con-
tainer body. In the assembled position the for-
ward side of the press button is approximately in
contact with the forward side of the hole 29 so
as to restrain the cover against relative forward
movement upon the container body. The spacing
of the parallel vertical side walls of the press
button are such that they engage the parallel
vertical side walls of the hole 29 with just suffi-
cient clearance to permit free movement in the
hole without appreciable sidewise movement.
Thus the combined action of the inter-engage-
ment of the lug 23 with the hole 22 and the press
button 28 with the hole 29 fixes the position of
the cover against relative sidewise movement with
respect to the container body.

Each of the arm portions 24 is provided at its
underside with g vertically disposed notched hook
portion 30 and in the swinging paths of these
hook portions there are provided upon the side
walls of the container body stop portions 31—31,
each having a downwardly and forwardly inclined
rearward wall 32 adapted in the open position of
the cover, as shown by the broken lines in Fig. 2,
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4
to be engaged by the hook portions 30 to limit the
open position of the cover, the normally vertical
forward sides of the hook portions being substan-
tially parallel to the inclined walls 22 in the open
position of the cover, so that a positive interlock-
ing relation takes place when the cover is opened.

The operation is as follows: The cover {8 is
engaged with the container body 18 by first hold-
Ing it in a substantially vertical position, as shown
by the heavy broken lines in Fig. 3, and there-
upon - moving the push-button 28 rearwardly
through the space beneath the fulecrum portion
21, the hook portions 36 at each side at the same
time moving through the space between the under
surface of the top portion i3 and the stop lugs
8i. As the cover is moved rearwardly and its
rearward edge 19 comes into relation above the

fulerum portion 21, it is rotated to bring the push-

button 28 into the hole 28 and the projecting lug
23 into line with the hole 22, whereupon the cover
will drop into its normally closed position, as
shown in Fig. 2. In this position the projecting
lug 23 is engaged in the hole 22 and the hook por-
tions 30 have been lowered to a position where
their paths of movement will bring them into
contact with the stop lugs 3! upon opening move-
ment of the cover, this opening movement being
brought about by depressing the push-button 28
with. the index finger of the hand holding the
container. In the open position, as shown by the
broken lines in Fig. 2, the forward surface of the
projecting lug 23 moves into relation with the
forward undercut inclined surface of the hole 22
and the forward vertical surfaces of the hook
portions 88 engage the undercut inclined surfaces
32 of the lugs 31, so that the cover is positively
locked against vertical or other movement as long
as pressure is exerted upon the press button 38.
This pressure results in components of holding
force upon the pivotal engaging point of the cover
with the fulerum portion 21 and the engaging
points of the hook portions 30 with the lugs 3f.
It is thus possible for the container to be shaken
or otherwise manipulated while the cover is held
in open position without the possibility of acei-
dental disengagement of the cover. In order to
disengage the cover for the purpose of filling the
container, it is only necessary to lift it vertically,
as shown by the full lines in Fig. 3, to bring the
projecting lug 28 and the hook portions 3¢ up-
wardly, so that the cover can be swung free by
first moving it through the space beneath the
fulerum portion 21 and above the lugs 31 as shown
by the light broken lines, and then moving it for-
wardly into vertical position clear of the fulerum
portion 2{, as shown by the heavy broken lines in
Pig, 3.

We have illustrated and described a preferred
and satisfactory embodiment of the invention,
but it will be understood that changes may be
made therein, within the spirit and scope thereof,
as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall, and a top
wall partially closing the upper end of the con-
tainer body and having g push-button-receiving
hole, there being an opening at the upper end of
said container body forwardly of said top wall,
a cover engageable over said opening, fulerum
support means carried by said top wall extending
beneath and pivotally engaged by the rearward
marginal portion of said cover, push-button
means rigidly carried by said cover engaged in
and movable through said push-button-receiving-
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hole arranged to pivotally lift sald cover upon
being depressed, stop means carried by said con-
tainer body interiorly thereof, and stop engaging
means carried by said cover interiorly thereof
movable in a path to engage said stop means
upon pivotal lifting movement of said -cover to
limit the opening movement of said cover, said
push-button means being of such size with re-
spect to said hole that it is engageable and dis-
engageable with respect thereto through pivotal
movement of said cover.

2. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall, and a top
wall partially closing the upper end of the con~
tainer body, there being an opening at the upper
end of said container body forwardly of said top
wall, a cover engageable over said opening, ful-
crum support means carried by said top wall ex-
tending beneath and pivotally engaged by the
rearward marginal portion of said cover, oper-
ating means arranged to be actuated to pivotally
1ift said cover, stop means carried by said.con-
tainer body and stop engaging means carried by
said cover movable in a path to engage said stop
means. upon pivotal lifting movement of said
cover to limit the opening movement of said
cover, the path of movement of said stop en-
gaging means being movable out of engaging re-
lation with said stop means upon relative vertical
lifting movement of said cover from its closed po-
sition.

3. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall, and a top
wall partially closing the upper end of the con-
tainer body, there being an opening at the upper
end of said container body forwardly of said top
wall, 2 cover engageable over said opening, ful-
erum support means carried by said top wall ex~
tending beneath and pivotally engaged by the
yearward marginal portion of said cover, operat-
ing means arranged to be actuated to pivotally
1ift said cover, stop means carried by said con-
tainer body having an undercut locking surface,
and stop engaging means carried by said cover
movable in a path to engage said undercut lock-
ing surface of said stop means upon pivotal lift-
ing movement of said cover o limit the opening
movement of said cover, the path of movement of
said stop engaging means being movable out of
engaging relation with said ‘stop means upon
relative vertical lifting movement of said cover
from its closed position.

4. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall, and a top
wall partially closing the upper end of the con-
tainer hody, there being an opening at the upper
end of said container body forwardly of said top
wall, a cover engageable over said opening, ful-
crum support means carried by said top wall hav-
ing an upper surface extending beneath and
pivotally engaged by the under surface of the
rearward marginal portion of said cover, said
fulerum support means having an opening ex-
tending downwardly from its upper surface, a
projecting lug on said cover engaged in said last
mentioned opening for relative swinging move-
ment therein upon pivotal lifting of said -cover,
operating means arranged to be actuated to
pivotally 1ift said cover, said projecting lug being
disengageable from said last mentioned opening
upon relative vertical lifting movement of said
cover from its closed position.

5. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall, and a top
wall partially closing the upper end of the con-
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tainer body, there being an opening at the upper
end of said container body forwardly of said top
wall, a cover engageable over said opening, ful-
crum support means carried by said top wall hav-
ing an upper surface extending beneath. and
pivotally engaged by the under surface of the
rearward marginal portion 'of said cover, said
fulerum means having  an opening  extending
downwardly from its upper surface, a projecting
lug on said cover engaged in said last mentioned
opening for relative swinging movement therein
upon - pivotal lifting of said .cover, operating
means arranged to be actuated to pivotally lift
said. cover, said projecting lug being disengage-
able from said last mentioned opening upon rela-
tive vertical lifting movement of said cover from
its closed position, stop means carried by said
container body, and stop engaging means carried
by said cover movable in a path to engage said
stop means upon pivotal lifting movement of said
cover to limit the opening movement of said
cover, the path of movement of said stop engag-
ing means being movable out of engaging relation
with said stop means upon relative vertical lift-
ing movement of said cover from its closed po-
sition.

6. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall, and a top
wall partially closing the upper end of the con-
tainer body and having a push-button-receiving
hole, said top wall having a forward edge disposed
in a vertical plane and said side wall having an
upper edge defining an opening at the upper end
of said container body forwardly of said top wall,
a cover engageable over said opening having a
rearward edge disposed in a vertical plane and a
bottom edge respectively engageable with said
forward and upper edges of said container body,
fulerum support means carried by said top wall
having an upper surface extending beneath and
pivotally engaged by the under surface of the
rearward marginal portion of said cover, said
fulecrum means having an opening extending
downwardly from its upper surface, a projecting
lug on said cover engaged in said last mentioned
opening for relative swinging movement therein
upon pivotal lifting of said cover, push-button
means carried by said cover engaged in said push-
button-receiving hole arranged to pivotally lift
said cover upon being depressed, said projecting
lug being disengageable from said last mentioned
opening upon relative vertical lifting movement
of said cover from its closed position, stop' means
carried by said container body, and stop engag-
ing means carried by said cover movable in a
path to engage said stop means upon pivotal lift-
ing movement of said cover to limit the opening
movement of said cover, the path of movement of
said stop engaging means being movable out of
engaging relation with said stop means upon rela-
tive vertical lifting movement of said cover from
its closed position.

7. In a dispensing container, a container body
having a base, a surrounding side wall including
a forward wall portion and side wall portions,
and a top wall partially closing the upper end of
the container body, there being an opening at the
upper end of said container body forwardly of
said top wall, a bafile wall within said container
at the forward end of said opening connected to
said forward and side wall portions having a sub-
stantially V-shaped pouring recess having for-
wardly converging side edges meeting at a sub-
stantially central point of said forward wall por-
tion, a cover engageable over said opening, ful-
crum support means carried by said top wall ex-
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