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This invention relates to a paint tray and more par 
ticularly to a holder for paint buttons or slabs. 

Heretofore in the manufacture of paint trays wherein 
it was desired to maintain painting material, such as a 
paint button, in position in the tray, it was necessary to 
prepare the tray having recesses adapted to receive the 
paint button and thereafter coat the tray with glue So 
that the button would remain in position and not inad 
vertently fall out of the recess in the tray. It will be 
realized that this made for additional cost in the prepara 
tion of the tray itself because of the material and labor 
cost required by this operation. This procedure was 
necessary as it is completely undesirable to have the 
button susceptible to inadvertently falling from the recess 
when used causing damage to the floor and to the button 
itself. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
tray for holding paint material and the like which will 
prevent inadvertent removal of the paint button from the 
tray. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a tray for holding paint material in the form of 
buttons or slabs, which will hold said paint material tightly 
against inadvertent removal without using adhering means 
Such as glue or other adhesive. 

It is a further object of the present invention to elimi 
nate the necessity of the additional labor requirements 
necessitated by the use of the separate operation in ap 
plying the glue to the paint tray to hold the paint ma 
terial in place. 

It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide a paint tray for holding paint materials, having 
all the desired advantages which nevertheless is inexpen 
sive to manufacture and easy to produce. 

Other objects and advantages are set forth in greater 
detail in the accompanying specification taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a broken-away face view of the paint tray of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a section taken along the lines 2-2 of Fig. 
1; and 

Fig. 3 is a broken-away face view of a modified form 
of the paint tray of the present invention. 

Referring to the drawings, there is shown a paint but 
ton holder 10 comprising a tray 11 preferably of yield 
able material, such as soft plastic having thin walls. 
While the tray is designated as comprising a plastic ma 
terial, it will be understood that any yieldable material 
may be utilized in pursuing this invention. The tray is 
provided with flanges 12 around the perimeter of the 
tray which may be grasped by the user and held firm 
for the painting operation. A plurality of recesses 13 
are provided in the tray during the molding or other 
manufacturing operation thereof which are adapted to 
receive a closely fitted slab of paint material such as a 
paint button 14. 

Heretofore to eliminate the possibility of the paint 
material inadvertently falling from the recesses in the 
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tray, which it will be understood was always possible in 
the absence of separate adhering means between the walls 
of the recess and the outer perimeter of the paint but 
ton 14, it was necessary to place glue in the recess and/or 
on the base of the paint button in order that the paint 
button would be adhered within the recess. According 
to the present invention, however, the necessity for the 
requirement for using glue or other adhering means has 
been eliminated. 

I have provided in the inner walls 15 of the recess a 
plurality of inward projections 16 preferably located near 
the top 17 of the recess. The projections 16 are pref 
erably yieldable and are formed of the same material as 
the material of the tray 11 itself. These projections are 
formed during the molding or other manufacturing opera 
tions of the tray and are adapted to frictionally engage 
the slab of paint material and retain the same in the 
recess. It will thus be seen that I have provided re 
taining means preventing the inadvertent removal of the 
paint button without having separate pointed prongs over 
the top of the recess, which latter may break away, or 
having separate tabs adapted to overlap the top of the 
recess, which latter are expensive to apply and do not 
always function in the proper manner. The retaining 
means of the present invention are an integral part of 
the tray and recess. 
When it is desired to remove the button, it is merely 

necessary to grasp the tray pressing the underside of the 
recess and with the exertion of a little force, the button 
may be removed from the recess. However, it has been 
found that the tray can be turned upside-down or other 
wise abused without the button falling from the recess 
inadvertently. 

While the projections are shown as two projections 
opposite each other in the recess, it will be understood 
that a plurality of projections around the walls of the 
recess may be utilized if desired. The projections as 
shown are substantially horizontal in the walls of the 
cCSS 

In the modification shown in Fig. 3, the tray 11 also 
has a recess 3 and it is constructed in the same fashion 
as the tray shown in Figs. 1 and 2. However, the yield 
able projections 18 are on a substantially diagonal plane. 
It has been found that the paint buttons will be held 
properly in place if the projections are on a substantial 
diagonal running from somewhere in the middle of the 
side walls of the recess to the top thereof. The func 
tion of the projections in this fashion is equivalent to the 
functions of the horizontal projections shown in Figs. 1 
and 2. 
While the invention has been described in some detail, 

it will be understood that variations and modifications 
may be made without departing from the spirit of the 
invention or the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination, a paint holder and a slab of paint 

material carried thereby, said slab being of solid sub 
stance, and said paint holder comprising a resilient and 
yieldable tray formed of relatively thin soft yieldable 
sheet material, said tray having a raised surface and hav 
ing an integral cup-like recess disposed in said raised sur 
face and adapted to receive and closely fit said slab of 
paint material, the walls of said recess being provided 
with integral resilient and yieldable, short, mound-like 
inward oppositely disposed projections adapted to fric 
tionally engage an upper portion of the slab of paint ma 
terial and retain the same in the recess, the bottom of 
said slab being in engagement with the bottom wall of 
the cup-like recess, said inward projections being dis 
posed closer to the said raised surface than to the bot 
tom of the recess, and the side walls of the recess carry 
ing said projections being Substantially perpendicular to 

  



2,806,812 . . . - 

a plane passing through the mouth of the recess, said 
bottom recess wall being flexible and displaceable up 
wardly to eject the slab of paint material from the recess. 

2. In combination, a paint holder and a slab of paint 
material carried thereby, said slab being of solid sub 
stance, and said paint holder comprising a resilient and 
yieldable tray formed of relatively thin, soft, yieldable 
sheet material, said tray having a raised surface and 
having an integral cup-like recess disposed in said raised 
surface and adapted to receive and closely fit said slab 
of paint material, the walls of said recess being provided 
with a short, integral, resilient and yieldable mound-like 
inward projection adapted to frictionally engage an up 
per portion of the slab of paint material and retain the 
same in the recess, the bottom of said slab being in en 
gagement with the bottom wall of the cup-like recess, said 
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4. 
inward projection being disposed closer to the said raised 
surface than to the bottom of the recess, and the side 
walls of the recess carrying said projection being sub 
stantially perpendicular to a plane passing through the 
mouth of the recess, said bottom recess wall being flexible 
and displaceable upwardly to eject the slab of paint ma 
terial from the recess. 
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