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This invention concerns a safety cover and seal for
books of safety matches and similar packages.

According to the invention, there is provided an en-
closure for a package of book matches. The enclosure is
formed from a properly folded blank of paper, metal
foil, plastic material, or other suitable sheet material.
The enclosure may be provided with a tab or tear strip
for opening one end of the enclosure. The tear strip
may be so located in association with slits or scored por-
tions of the tapered enclosure that when the enclosure is
opened there will be provided a tapered receptacle with
open top for receiving the book of matches. This re-
ceptacle can be used to hold the match book in closed
condition or as a cover lock and can even serve as a pro-
tective cover for the matches in the absence of the regu-
lar cover.

It is therefore a principal object of the invention to
provide a removable, sealed and safety enclosure for a
package of book matches.

Jt is a further object to provide an enclosure for a book
of matches, said enclosure being provided with a tab or
tear strip to facilitate opening of the enclosure.

It is still a further object to provide an enclosure for a
book of matches, said enclosure having a tear strip so
located that the opened enclosure can serve as a reusable
protective cover for the book of matches,

Another object is to provide a novel blank for form-
ing an enclosure or cover for a book of matches.

It is also an object to provide an enclosure for a pack-
age of book matches that is fully sealed, weathertight,
adapted to keep the match striking surface dry and fresh,
and is reasonably childproof.

Still another object is to provide an enclosure for a
package of book matches adapted to serve as a receptacle
for surplus match packs accumulated about the home or
office.

It is also proposed to provide an enclosure for a pack-
age of book matches that keeps the match pack safe from
likelihood of accidental ignition of the matches prior to
use.

For further comprehension of the invention, and of the
objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had to
the following description and accompanying drawings,
and to the appended claims in which the various novel
features of the invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part
of this disclosure:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank for forming one en-
closure or cover for a book of matches according to the
invention, one book of matches being shown superim-
posed on the blank in position for enfolding thereby.

FIG. 2 is a plan view of an enclosure made from the
blank of FIG. 1, a book of matches being enclosed
therein,

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the enclosure and boock
of matches of FIGS. 2 and 3.

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 2 of an enclosure, with
a book of matches therein embodying a modified form of
the invention.

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a modified blank for forming
a modified enclosure for a book of matches, parts being
broken away.
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FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an enclosure, with a
book of matches therein, made from the blank of FIG., 6.

FiG. 8 is a plan view of the enclosure of FIG. 7,
parts bemg torn away.

FIG. 9 is an e‘cploded perspective view of the parts of
the enclosure shown in FIG. 8, the top being opened and
showing a mode of use of the opened enclosure.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 7 showing
stiil another modified form of enclosure for a book of
matches.

Referring in detail to FIG. 1, there is shown a blank 20
made of paper, metal foil, plastic material or any other
suitable sheet material, which blank may be die cut. The
blank is generally rectangular in shape and formed with
a tab 24 along one long edge 23. An adhesive stripe 26
is applied on one surface along the edge 23 and its ends.
A further stripe 28 of adhesive is applied on the same
surface along a lateral end edge 29 of the blank. On the
reverse surface of the blank are further adhesive stripes
3¢ extending perpendicularly to stripe 28. Triangular
spots 35 of adhesive are also applied to the reverse surface
at the corners of the panel 42. Longitudinal dash lines
32, 33 and transverse dash lines 36, 38 indicate lines of
folding of the blank to form the enclosure for the book of
matches 40 shown superimposed on the blank in the panel
42 defined between fold lines 32, 33, 36 and 38. A rec-
tanguiar cutout or window 44 is formed in panel 42. Ad-
jacent the panel 42 there are panels 43 and 45 terminating
laterally at end edges 29 and 31 of the blank.

In FIGS. 2-4, the blank 2§ is shown folded around the
book of matches 40 completely enclosing and sealing the
book of matches and forming an enclosure 41 therefor.
The body of the enclosure assumes the tapered shape of
the book of matches. Panel 43 of the blank overlies panel
45 and is secured thereto by adhesive stripe 28. The cen-
ter of the long edge 23 of the blank is folded along line
33 and the corners 35 folded thereover and the folded
portion overlies the top of the match book and is secured
thereto by the adhesive stripe 26 and the adhesive on
corniers 35. Tab 24 is free at the top of the package for
opening the enclosure. The lower end of the enclosure
41, formed by overlaying the narrow rectangular panels
47—49 of the blank, is folded up and the corners in-
turned, and the folded lower ends secured by adhesive
stripes 30 and spots 35. The window 44 is clearly shown
in FIG. 4 exposing printed matter 5¢ on the front wall 52
of the match book. Positive securing and sealing of the
panels may be by gluing, crimping of the material and
by heat-sealing, or in any combination of such processes,
and the ends may be flared, turned under or over or such
ends may be diamond-folded.

FIG. 5 shows a modified form of enclosure 412 which
is similar to the enclosure 41, except that tab 24 is omitted
and instead a tab 242 is formed on the free edge of
panel 43,

In FIG. 6, another modified form of blank 26 is shown
which differs from the form of blank 26 in that the tab 24
is omitted and no window is formed in panel 42. A stripe
25 of adhesive is placed along the inner surface of panel
42 at its top adjacent edge 23. Furthermore, the material
of the blank may be scored or perforated by a line of
slots 57 extending from end to end of the blank spaced
shghtly inward of the fold line 33. A thin plastic strip
54 is secured to the inner surface of the blank over the
scored line 57, with one end extending beyond end edge
29 forming a finger piece 55 for tearing the stnp The
strip 54 may, however, be used without the scoring line.

When the blank 20% is folded around the match book
40 along the fold lines, an enclosure 41 is provided as
shown in FIG. 7, with the finger piece 55 exposed and
free to grasp for tearing off the top of the enclosure, leav-
ing the top 22 of the enclosure open as indicated at T
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and best seen in FIG. 9. The match book 40 may readily
be removed from the open enclosure and because of the
tapered construction of the enclosure, the match book
may just as readily be reinserted into the enclosure for
protection when not in use. The opened enclosure will
serve as a protective receptacle to shield the match book
against moisture and mishandling and will prevent acci-
dental opening of the match book. The enclosure 41P
can also receive and protect the matches without their
protective walls 52.

In FIG. 10, the enclosure 41¢ is similar to enclosure
41 and is formed from a similar blank, except that strip
54 is replaced by a plastic sirip 54* extending lengthwise
around the enclosure. The free end 552 of the strip ex-
tends beyond the edge of the extension 25, for tearing
open the enclosure. The panels 43—45 may be scored
with slits 572 to facilitate opening of the enclosure.

The shape of the blank can be modified from the gen-.

eral rectangular shape shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 to con-
form the enclosure more exactly to the match book con-
figuration depending on its length, width, and taper. Fur-
thermore, the folding and sealing may be at the sides of
the enclosure instead of at the top and bottom.

While I have illustrated and described the preferred
embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that
I do not limit myself to the precise constructions herein
disclosed and that various changes and modifications may
be made within the scope of the invention as defined in
the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new, and desire to secure by United States Letters
Patent is:

In combination, a match book folder and a sealed
safety enclosure therefor, said match book folder com-
prising a wedge shaped book of matches including a uni-
tary elongated strip of flexible material forming a front
cover panel, a back cover panel connected by a top cover
panel, said back cover panel having an upwardly pro-
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jecting flap, a striking element for the matches along the
outer surface of said flap, the front cover panel being of
less length than the back cover panel and being adapted
to be tucked removably behind said flap, said flexible panel
forming a complete closure for the matches, a sealed re-
usable safety enclosure for said book of matches com-
prising a hollow wrapped-around body of thin sheet ma-
terial, said sealed body having a front wall, superim-
posed sealed back wall, side walls and sealed flaps con-
stituting the top wall and sealed flaps conmstituting the
bottom wall, the front and back walls tapering down-
wardly and inwardly, and a thin tear strip of flexible ma-
terial having a free end extending outwardly from behind
the overlapped back panel sections, said tear strip ex-
tending transversely about said sealed body adjacent the
top thereof and in a plane parallel thereto and completely
encircling said match book folder, for separating the por-
tion of the body of the safety enclosure on one side of
the strip from that portion on the other side of the strip,
the separated portion on the other side of the strip being
wider at the open ends than at the closed end thereof for
ready removal of the enclosed tapered book of matches
therefrom and for reuse by reinserting the book of
matches therein.
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