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To atti taho, it may cancern: 
Be it known that, , )ANIEL WEBSTER, .ir. 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, county of Philadelphia, and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful improvement in Auto 
lmatic Closers for Cans, i3otties, and the like, 
of which tie iollowing is a specification. 

vily inveiation relates to a new and useful 
improvetaent in automatic closers for cans, 
isettles, and the like, and has for its object to 
provide an exceedingly simple and effective 
device by which cans iniended for holding 
tooth-powder and the like will be autoimatic 
ally closed, while readily permitting the 
withdrawal of a small quantity of the powder 
when desired. 
With sinese ends in view this invention con 

sists in file details of construction and coin 
bination f elements hereinafter set forth and 
then specifically designated by the claim. 

In order that those skilled in the art to 
which this invention appertains may under 
stand how to make and use the same, the 
construction and operation will now be de 
scribed in detail, referring to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which-- 

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a tooth 
powder can having any improvement applied 
thereto; Fig. 2, a similar view of a portion of 
the can, showing the cap in its depressed po 
sition for the withdrawal of a portion of the 
powder; Fig. 3, a section at the line acac of 
Fig. 2; Fig. 4, s. view showing the manner in 
which the powder is withdrawn; and Fig. 5, a 
view illustrating my improvement, applied to 
a bottle. . . . 

in carrying out my invention as here en 
bodied, A represents a can for containing 
tooth-powder or the like, having the neck B, 
in which is formed a vertical depression C. 
The upper portion of this neck has an o?set 
D, through which is formed a hole E. 
F represents the cap, which is fitted to slide 

upon the neck and also has a vertical depres 
sion G, fitting in the depression C, so as to 
prevent, the cap, revolving, while permitting 
it to slide up and down after the maniher of 
Spline. The lower end of the cap is inturned, 

under side of the offset , and thus limit the 
upward movement, thereof. This cag has a 
hole formed therein, corresponding to the 
hole E formed in the neck, aid a spring is 
interposed between the top of the neck and 
the top of the cap, so as to normally fei'ee the 
latter upward, thus keeping the holes E. and 
out of allinement, thereby ciosing the can 
against the withdrawai of its contents. 

In practice when it is desired to withdraw 
8, portion of the contents of the can it is only 
necessary to tip the same to the approximate 
position shown in Fig. 4 and depress the can 
against the action of the spiring, bringing the 
holes E and in a linement, when a 33'tion of 
the powder, which will then be in tha Jieck of 
the can, will fow through these holes, and 
when a sufficient a mount of the ov/cier is 
withdrawn the cap is released, when the 
spring will be forced outward, thus closing 
the openings. - - 
This same device may be applied to a boi 

tle, assiown in Fig. 5, in which B represents 
an extended neck, which is secur. d is the 
cork K by means of the bead L. and the flared 
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lower edge of the neck.M., and in practice . . 
prefer that the neck of the bottie shall be re 
cesse, so as to receive the cork and provide a, 
shoulder N, upon which the lower end of the 
neck is seated, thus more effectually with 
standing the strain of the pressure necessary 
to depress the cap without dislocating the 
cork. 
Of course I do not wish to be limited to 

the details of construction here shown, as va 
rious modifications might be made without departing from the spirit of Iny invention, 
the 'gist of which rests in the broad idea of providing a sliding cap spring-actuated in 
one direction. . . . 

Iaving thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and usefulis 

in a dispensing-receptacle, the combina 
tion of a neckportion, the upper end of which 
is closed, an annular outwardly-extending 
of set formed around the upper part of said 
neck, an aperture in said offset, a vertical 
groove also in said of set, a cap slidably fitting 
on said neck, a depression on the flange of the 
cap fitting in the groove of the offset, an in 

as indicated at ii, so as to abut against the turned edge on the flange of the cap, a spring 
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between the cap and the closed end of the 
neck so as to raise said cap and cause the in 
turned edge part to abut against the lower 
margin of the offset, and an aperture in the 

5 flange of the cap adapted to register with the 
aperture in the offset part when the cap is de pressed. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af 
fixed my signature in the presence of two 
Subscribing witnesses. 

* , DANIEL WEBSTER, JR. 
Witnesses: 

MARY E. IIAMER, 
S. M. GALLAGIER. 


