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1. 
Our invention comprehends the provision of 

a lint remover especially applicable to fabrics, 
rugs, draperies, clothing but equally useful on 
other surfaces and materials for picking up and 
removing lint, fibre, hair or dirt collected on Sur 
faces. In a preferred form our device embodies 
a suitable holder on or within which is mounted 
a roll of tape or the like to the outer surface of 
which is applied a tacky adhesive substance hav 
ing the general characteristics of ordinary and 
well known Scotch tape or adhesive tape such 
as is used on the human body. 
An object, therefore, is to provide a device of 

the character mentioned in which the roll of 
tape is detachably held on the holder but prefer 
ably within the body of the holder whereby the 
tape may be rolled over a surface to be cleaned 
and when the adhesive surface of a convolution 
of the tape is fully charged with collected dirt 
and lint such convolution may be torn off and 
present a fresh convolution for use. 
Another object is to provide a hollow holder 
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of metal or plastic, together with a nating cover 
Serving to completely enclose the roll of tape 
When not in use, the cover in such case serving 
as a base for Supporting the device. 
A further object is to provide cooperating 

means on the core or spool of the tape roll and 
on the holder for detachably Supporting the roll 
in operative position. w 
Other and more detailed objects of our inven 

tion will appear as the description progresses. 
We have shown in the accompanying drawing 

a preferred form of lint remover embodying our 
improvements, subject, however, to modification, 
within the scope of the appended claims, without 
departing from the Spirit of the invention. In 
said drawing: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation, partly broken away, 
showing the device closed as when not in use; 

Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the same, partly 
broken away; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1, with the cover removed 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary section in 
the plane of line 3-3; and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a fragment of 
tape having its outer side treated with an ad 
hesive element and adapted for use in our lint, 
reoWe'. 

Briefly described, our device includes a holder 
in form of a housing A with its lower end fully 
open and adapted to receive a cover or base 
Section B, and a spool C on which is wound a 
Substantially large number of convolutions of ad 
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2 
hesive tape D. Housing A and cover B are of 
generally rectangular cross section but of sub 
stantially less width than length. Housing A has 
similar sides and a, similar ends 2 and 2a and 
a top 3 which are integrally formed as by means 
of stamping or molding operations. Cover B has 
similar sides 4 and 4a, similar ends 5 and 5d. 
and a flat bottom 6. As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 
the sides and ends of the cover may be formed 
with inwardly projected indented portions 5b at 
desirable points on a common horizontal plane 
against which the open lower edges of body A 
may engage in Order to limit the downward thrust 
of the body in the cover when the cover is ap 
plied thereto. If desirable the body A may be 
provided with the indentations 5b on its outer 
Surfaces for engaging the upper edges of the 
Cover, in lieu of the reverse as before described. 
The form of the body and the cover is such that 
the device may be readily handled and particu 
larly comfortably held in the hand of the user 
for moving the tape roll in a rolling motion over 
the surface to be cleaned. 
While our invention contemplates any suitable 

means for Operatively supporting the tape roll D 
in the housing A it is desirable to provide a means 
Which Will discourage if not actually prevent the 
use of unauthorized fillers of tape and yet will 
render the device readily capable of detachably 
Supporting the Spool on which the tape is Wound. 
To this end We have shown a form of tape mount 
ing best shown in FigS. 3 and 4 which includes 
a cylindrical hollow core 7 on which the tape is 
tightly wound and yieldable members 8, 8 tele 
Scopically and loosely mounted in the ends of the 
Spool Or core. Members 8 have cylindrical bodies 

, 9 and externally formed annular flanges ?o which 
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are bent first inwardly and then outwardly to 
form necked portions f and are thence bent 
at angles to form inclined portions 2. The 
members 8 when assembled in a core 7 are ten 
Sioned by an internal compression spring 3 
which tends to urge the members 8 outwardly 
from the open ends of the core. 

Housing A has transversely circular indented 
portions 4 which project inwardly into the open 
ings 5 formed by the loops and thus serve as 
bearings on which the tape roll C is rotatably 
mounted. In some cases as when the housing is 
formed of thin metal the sides and a may have 
Sufficient Spring or resiliency so, that as shown 
in Fig. 3, the assembled tape roll and spool may 
be inserted in the housing A through its open 
bottom by forcing the tape roll inwardly so that 
the inclined portions 2 of members & Will fric 
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tionally engage the portions 4 of the housing 
and thereby force the sides f and fa outwardly 
to a sufficient extent to permit the passage of the 
portions 12 over portions 4 and into the position 
shown in Fig. 3. In other cases, as when the 
housing is formed of an unyielding material such 
as glass or plastic, or of thick metal the edges of 
portions 2 will be spaced sufficiently from the 
sides of the tape roll D and its core 7 to permit 
the inward yielding of the members 8 against the 
tension of their common spring 3 when the tape 
roll is inserted in the housing. In still other cases 
both the housing sides and members 8 may yield 
for a like purpose. 

It will be understood that the tape D is Wound 
on its core with its adhesive surface outermost. 
Thus each convolution of tape adheres tightly to 
the next inner convolution. As the device is used 
and successive strips of tape are removed from 
the roll said roll gradually decreases in diameter 
but the core being substantially flush, with the 
lower edge of the housing while the roll is ex 
tended below the bottom of the housing, all of 
the tape on a roll may be used. Cover B is of 
course of such depth that it will enclose a full roll 
of tape when it is fitted into position on the 
housing. - 

We may form the housing and cover of colored 
or colorable materials such as metal, glass Or 
plastic so as to present an attractive appearance, 
and the devices may be of various sizes from a 
minimum required for cleaning clothes or fabrics 
in a household or for personal use, or a maximum 
size adapted for cleaning rugs and other articles 
of large Size. . . . 

In operation, the tape roll being extended from 
the housing A at the bottom and the cover B being 

10 

8 

20 

25 

30 

35 

removed from the housing, the device is held in. 
the hand of a user in a convenient manner such 
as with the thumb in one of the depressions 4, 
the second finger in the opposite depression and 
the forefinger overlying the top 3 and end 2. The 
device is then moved backwardly and forwardly 
over a surface to be delinted Or cleaned and, as 
will be obvious, the tacky surface of the outer 
most convolution of the tape roll will adhere to 
and thus remove particles of matter from such 
surfaces. Moreover, the tape will retain the re 
moved particles until it is completely charged 
with matter, whereupon the outer convolution 
may be torn off and thereby present a fresh con 
volution for use. The tape roll is so formed that 
all of the convolutions of the tape are usable be 
cause the innermost convolution is approximately 
flush with the bottom edge of the housing. 

It will be noted that in Some cases the entire 
spool may rotate on the housing while in others 
the tape roll may rotate on the spool, or in some 
cases both the spool and the tape roll may rotate. 
Hence we have shown and described in detail 

a device which operates to attain the objects of 
our invention, the essence of which is the provi 
Sion of the Suitable housing A which is usable for 
a holding element, the spool 8 and the tape roll ID 
arranged for detachably supporting the tape roll 
and in which the tape roll is composed of a plu 
rality of convolutions wound on the spool and 
adapted to rotate over surfaces for the removal 
of lint and dirt therefron. Other uses for Our 
invention may readily occur. 
We claim: 
1. A device of the character described compris 

ing: a housing having sides of box-like form with 
an upwardly bowed top and adapted to be readily 
grasped in the hand of a user, and having a bot 
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4. 
tom opening exposed when so held; a depression 
in each of two opposite sides of the housing in 
which the tips of the thumb and a finger of the 
user may be positioned to facilitate operation of 
the device, said depressions forming convex bear 
ing surfaces projecting from the inner surface of 
said sides; a spool; and a roll of adhesive tape 
wound on said spool with the tacky surface of 
the tape outward, the ends of said spool being 
Supported on Said bearing surfaces so that the 
inner turns of said roll are positioned substan 
tially at the level of the edges of the opening of 
said housing; tubular elements mounted one at 
each end and within said spool in sliding engage 
ment therewith, the outer ends of said elements 
being necked and flared outwardly to fit securely 
against Said bearing surfaces; a helical spring 
arranged within said spool and compressed be 
tween the necked portions of said tubular sele 
ments; and a removable cover for said opening 
Of the housing Serving as a base for said device 
when not in use, said cover being spaced from the 
periphery of the spool mounted in the housing. 

2. A device of the character described compris 
ing: a housing of box-like form adapted to be 
readily grasped in the hand of a user and having 
a bottom opening exposed when so held; a de 
pression in each of two opposite sides of the hous 
ing in which the tips of the thumb and a finger 
of the user may be positioned to facilitate opera 
tion of the device, a spool; and a roll of adhesive 
tape wound on said spool with the tacky surface 
of the tape outward and including relatively 
yieldable means carried by the housing and the 
Spool member, and operatively supporting the 
Spool SO that the inner convolution of the adhesive 
tape is positioned substantially at the level of the 
edges of the Opening of the housing. 

3. A device of the character described compris 
ing: a housing of box-like form adapted to be 
readily grasped in the hand of a user and having 
a bottom opening exposed when so held; a depres 
Sion in each of two opposite sides of the housing 
in which the tips of the thumb and a finger of the 
user may be positioned to facilitate operation of 
the device, a spool; and a roll of adhesive tape 
Wound on said spool with the tacky surface of the 
tape outward and including relatively yieldable 
means carried by the housing and the spool mem 
ber, and operatively supporting the spool so that 
the inner convolution of the adhesive tape is po 
sitioned substantially at the level of the edges of 
the opening of the housing, and also including tu 
bular elements mounted one at each end of and 
within said spool in sliding engagement therewith, 
the Outer ends of said elements being necked and 
flared outwardly to fit securely against bearing 
surfaces on the housing; a spring arranged with 
in the spool and compressed between the necked 
portions of said tubular elements; and a remov 
able cover for the opening of the housing serving 
as a base for said device when not in use, said 
cover being spaced from the periphery of the 
Spool mounted in the housing. 

4. A device of the character described compris 
ing: a housing of box-like form adapted to be 
readily grasped in the hand of a user and having 
a bottom opening exposed when so held; a de 
pression in each of two opposite sides of the hous 
ing in which the tips of the thumb and a finger 
of the user may be positioned to facilitate opera 
tion of the device, a spool; and a roll of adhesive 
tape Wound on said spool with the tacky surface 
of the tape outward and including relatively 
yieldable means carried by the housing and the 
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spool member, and operatively supporting the 
spool so that the inner convolution of the ad 
hesive tape is positioned substantially at the level 
of the edges of the opening of the housing, and a 
removable cover for the opening of the housing 
serving as a base for said device when not in use 
and spaced from the periphery of the Spool 
InOEnted in the housing. 

HOMER. T. CLARK, 
CARL J. PATERSON. 
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