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The present invention relates to a ife ?oa? 
and has for i?s ?an object a rUgged?Simpiy 
Constrücted foa? which Wi maint8in üUGyanCy 
and Serviceabi a?ld rOQgh handling both Ch 
boardshi??8nd dUri?g aünchiQg,and WhiC w? 
support the Qa?imUTQ nUmber of SUrviyorS OUt 
ofthewate?inreletiVes8fety8Gd?3Vinga ?8?· 
mum of additional reserve bUCyaacy to SUpp0rt 
surviVorsc?agingtoitsedgeS. 
Other objects of the present invention are to 

provide a life ?oat which n2y be arrapged to 
foat free of or be thrown Or laünched frCrn the 
Vesselwithout the aid Ofanylowering devices C? 
any kind;wichis reyersible Bnd Whica C3a be 
USedeitherside Up? 
The present life ?oat embodies 8 hoilow light 

Sheet metal Constrüction Whic iS?ied With ?ght 
non-absorbent buoyant material suchas Celular 
plastic,celular rubber,0r8nyother light bUOyan? 
material??ssentially the Constrüc?ion ?1Clüdes 
tWo elements;Cae in the form of 8,Se??o8iling 
buoyant inner deck platform Upon which the 
sUrviVors may sit or ie above the SUrfaCe Of the 
Vaterand the 0ther ?l the form0f8110?e ring 
bulwarkWhichWith?ieinner deckand?Sdrain… 
age arrangements?Brovides the required bUOy 
ancy,stabityandfU?ther providesa raiSed bul 
warkto prevent theSUrvivorsfroms?dingover 
board and in addition 2?So providesa backreSt 
andSubstantialfree b08?dandprotectionagainSt 
washingand Wetting bythe Se8. 
The sheet meta ?n the present i?e foat is 

preferab?y completey covered with plasticized 
CanVas or Simiar hon?8kia protecting material 
coseyand firay8dhered to the Qeta? 
Other ObjectS8ndadVantages of my iQVe?tio? 

Wi?becomeapp8rent to perSonsskiledintheart 
?rom theillustrative embodimen? of?iy?1V3nt?on 
shown in the acCompanying draWings and de 
scribedinthe followingSpecification, 

?n the draWingS: 
Figure isatopplan View of the float;and 
Fig.2isa fronteleVation thereof showing half 

the ?OatinSeCtiOn. 
Fig.3isadetailshowingofthe clips. 
Thelifefoatcomprises eSsentialytheelement 

? whichconstitutesa reversible deckandisCom? 
posed of the holow sheet metal shell ? filed 
with the materiai ?2 which rnay be of any desir? 
abie ight non?8bSOrbert b{10yaat materia? SUC? 
as ceilUlar plastic foam,celüar rubber Gr ?e 
]ike,The exposed faces 3 of ?1e pla?or?1?? 
rnay be deSCribed aS be?g bowed Or 8S Sloping 
toWardsthe outer edges8sindicated particUlarly 
by the Zone ? Which is directed toward each 
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2 
other?The arge Centra Zohe?5 ofeach face Of 
the Glatform may be?CWed Onlyto aSligft extent 
ormaybeSubstantialiyfat???wili?e understood 
th&t this ConStrUCtion With the Sloping?ortiOnS 
?SUrroundingth3Central2Ohe fg8ll Waterthat 
Wi? enter the ?Q8? w? ?ow OUt of the ?oa? 
?rQUg?t?e Opeings betWeen the platform and 
t?ebü?Warkw?jchwi?be describedingreater de? 
ta?ir thel&ter p0rtion 0?thisSpecification?The 
?iarg?nal gortion ? of the p?atform preferabiy 
has horizontalparale faces!?. 
The SeC0nd elerQe1? of the preSent ife fo&? 

i8 t?e bUlWark 2? Wü?ch takes the forrn of 8n 
8B?Ulüs haVing 8 CrOSS SeCtion shOWn in ?ig?2 
alSO TQ3de of holioWSBeet metalflled With baisa 
W00d?COrk 0r any Gthersuitable light and non? 
8bSOrbent material?Attached to the bulwark2? 
isthe hardWoodrubbingstrip??· 
The bulwark8nd the platform may be manu 

facturedaSSeparate Uni?Sandthe OVeraildimen? 
SionS Of the pla?form are SUbStantialy Smaller 
t?13n the COrre830ndiaginQer dimenSiOnS Of the 
bulw8rk ring,ThUs,the platform readily enters 
the bülwark riag Whie providing 8,Substantial 
8moUn? of Space betWeen itsedgesand theinner 
face of the buiwark ring,For the purpose of 
holding the tw0 Units in aSSembly spacer clips 
areemployedandaresh0Wnincooperating pairs 
gripping the marginal portion of the platforra? 
Cne Set Cf SUCh SpaCer ClipS 3? may be Welded 
Or otherWiSe attached to the bulwark ring as 
Shown?These clips proyide a Series of shoulders 
32 which are designed to receive the marginal 
portion ofthe platformand keeptheSamespaced 
from the bulwark ring,When the platform is 
depositedon the ClipsorSpacerS3?the Cooperat? 
ing clipS33areattaChedto the clips3? by means 
of Screws orbolts34? 
As is cleary shoWn ir Fig,1 the Spacer clips 

are Spaced ?rom each Cther 8nd Will be Seen to 
Serve ?he fUnction of holding the platform in 
&SSernby Wi?h the bülwark ring and alSo the 
fUnction Of holding the edges of the platfor? 
Sp2Ced from the buiWark riag?The Spacer cipS 
areSpacedfrOmeaChotherSO thatt?]e?alternate 
With andSerVe to form paSSages35 betWeen the 
edges of tüe platforrn and the bulwark ring, 
which renderth3 ?oatSelfbai?ng? 
In the present float the platform is dispoSed 

SUbStantiallyinthe median2One,namely,the Zone 
whichembracesthe median plane of the bulwark 
ringandthe platformas Wellasthe entire foat 
is Symmetrical about the median plane of the 
ring,Thusthe foatis reversible,no Care need 
be taken When it is tossed overboard and it is 
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readyfor use Whichever wayitalightsonthe Wa 
ter? 
The buoyancyis Suchthat When the float SUp 

portsitsratednumber0fSUrvivOrS,the UpperSUr? 
face of the deck wil be above the level of the 
Water. 
The deckorplatformis provided with several 

throUgh passages40 havingremovablewatertight 
closures41ateach end?TheSe Constitute Cham? 
bers for hOUSing any deSired emergenCy SUpplieS 
or equipment,Such aS food,flaSh lightS,Signal 
equipment or the like,These chambers ?5 are 
acceSSibjefromeitherend, 
Instead of sheet metal the preSent flOat may 

employa Variety of sheet plastic materialS,SUch 
as methyl methaCrylate or plasticized Composite 
materialsSuchascanVasimpregnated with Suit? 
able plastics,Whichrenderitrigidandfexible Or 
other Such materialS. Many Such materials, 
whichare JightandinCreasethe buoyancy of the 
foat may be employed, 
?Claim: 
1,A life foat Comprising a buoyant bulwark 

ring having8 keg?shaped CrOSS Section,a,plat 
form dispoSedinthe median Zone Of thering,Said 
platform having its faces opp0sitely bowed,the 
Space betWeenSaidfaCesbeingfilied With CellUlar 
nonabSOrbent bUOyant material,and SpaCer ClipS 
carried bytheringand holding the platform in 
aSSembly With thering,Said SpaCer Clips forming 
paSSages betWeenthe platformandthe ring,each 
of Said Spacer Clips Comprising One element fix? 
edy Carried by the bUlwark ring and another 
element detaChably attaChed theret0, 
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2?A life float comprising a,buoyant bulwark 

ring Consisting of a holow annular shell filed 
Withacellular nonabSOrbent buoyant material,8 
platform disposed in the median Zone of the 
ring,said platform C0mprising an outward 
]y bowedelement of sheet materiaionits Upper 
andioWerfaCeand bUoyant nonabSOrbent Cellular 
materialfilling the Space betWeenSaidelements, 
and Spacer clips carried bythe ringand holding 
the platform in aSSembly with the ring and pro? 
Viding paSSages between the platform and the 
ring,each of SaidSpaCer ClipsCOmprisingOneele? 
ment fxedlycarriedbythe bulwarkringandan 
other element detachablyattachedthereto? 

EARLE F,HTSCOCK? 

REFER?NCES CITED 

@he following referenCes are of reCOrd in the 
file of this patent: 

UNTTED STATES PATENTS 
NUUmber Name Date 
2.121.052 Robertset al,?????? June 21,1938 
2.173.963 ?ubank???????????Sept.26,1939 
2.334,924 ?ansen???????????? Nov.23,1943 
2.344.652 Spanner?????????? Mar,21,1944 
2.367.902 Taylor??????????? Jan,23,1945 

FORÉTGN PATENTs 
NUraber COUntry Date 

230.979 Great Britain?????? Mar.26,1925 


