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This invention relates to dispensing ma 
chines and more particularly to a novel de 
vice for dispensing soda straws one at a time. . 
The primary object of the present inven 

3 tion is to provide a novel device for dispens 
ing soda straws, means being provided for 
permitting the convenient extracting of one 
straw at a time, without the fingering of the 
other straws. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a soda straw dispensing device embody 
ing a triangular shaped body in plan for 
receiving the straws having means for nor 
mally urging the straws toward the front 
converged end of the body and novel means 
actuated by the user of the device for lifting 
one straw at a time from the body through 
a suitable dispensing opening in the top of 
the body. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a novel dispensing device for soda 
straws of the above character, which will be 
durable and efficient in use, one that will be 
simple and easy to manufacture and one 
which can be placed upon the market at a 
small cost and present a pleasing appearance 
to the trade. r 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the novel construction, 
arrangement and formation of parts, as will 
be hereinafter more specifically described, 
claimed, and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in which drawings: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the in 
proved device, 

Figure 2 is a vertical section through the 
Same showing the means for urging the 
straws toward the front converging end of 
the body, - 

Figure 3 is a central vertical section 
through the straw dispenser taken at right 
angles to Figure 2 illustrating the means for 
permitting the straws to be dispensed one at 
at a time from the body, 

Figure 4 is a horizontal section through 
the improved device taken on the line 4-4. 
of Figure 3, 

Figure 5 is a top plan view of the device. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, 

wherein similar reference characters desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, the letter A generally indi 
cafes the improved straw dispenser, which 
comprises a body 10 of substantial triangu 
lar shape in cross section. The body 10 can 
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be formed of any desired material, such as 
sheet metal or the like and the same includes 
the rear Wall 11, and the side walls 12, which gradually converge toward one another at 
the fl'ont of the body. 
The walls 11 and 12 can be secured to or 

formed on the bottom wall 13 and the body is preferably enlarged at its lower end, as at 
14 to provide a base so as to prevent the easy 
tipping over of the device. 
A false bottom 15 is disposed within the 

body 10 and is arranged in spaced relation 
to the bottom wall 14 and at an angle there 
to. By referring to Figure 3 of the draw 
ings, it can be seen that the false bottom 15 
is inclined downwardly toward the front end 
of the body. This false bottom conforms 
to the cross Sectional configuration of the 
body 10, and owing to the inclination of the 
bottom 15, the straws tend to naturally 
???itate toward the converged end of the 
OC. y. 

in order to further urge the straws toward 
the front of the body, a follower plate 16 is 
provided, the lower edge of the follower 
plate is pivoted as at 17 to the rear wall 11 
of the body, while the upper edge of the foll 
lower plate is adapted to engage the straws 
adjacent their upper ends for pushing the 
same toward the front of the body. An 
opening 18 is formed in the false bottom 15 
at the front end of the body and owing to 
the inclination of the side walls 12 of the 
body, the leading straw will be normally in 
aliement with the opening. 
The upper end of the body is normally 

closed by a cover 19 which can be of any 
suitable shape to enhance the appearance of 
the device. As shown the lower end of the 
cover or cap is provided with a depending 
flange 20 for engaging the walls of the body. 
A hinge 21 is employed for pivotally con 
necting the cover or cap to the front end of 
the body and the cover or cap adjacent to the 
hinge provided with an outlet opening 22 
for the straws. This opening 22 is in sub 
stantial vertical alinement with the opening 
18 and a flared guide shield 23 is placed 
around the opening 22 to facilitate the guid 
ing of the straws dispensed through said 
opening. Any suitable means can be en 
ployed for holding or locking the cover or 
cap in its closed position and if preferred a 
hasp 24 and a staple 25 can be provided for 
that purpose. 
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to be dispensed in the body. 

2. 

It is to be noted that when the cover 19 
is swung to its open position, that the en 
tire upper end of the body is exposed which 
will permit the ready placing of the straws 

The follower 
plate 16 can be held in its raised position 
during the initial placing of the straws in 
the body. If preferred, springs 26 can be 
coiled around the hinge pin for the follow 
er plate for engaging the plate for normally 
urging the same in contact with the straws. 
The means provided for dispensing one 

straw at a time from the body is of novel 
construction and forms an important part 
of the present invention. As shown the ex 
treme front of the oddy 10 is provided with 
an elongated guide casing 27 in which is 
slidably mounted a lifting rod 28. This rod 
28 is mounted in suitable guides 29 carried 
by the body and the casing 27 and the lift 
ing rod is further guided in its sliding move 
ment by the handle 30 which is connected to 
the upper end of the rod and which extends 
through an elongated guide slot 31 formed 
in the front wall of the casing 27. The 
flared portion of the base 14 of the body 10 
is provided with a slot 32 through which 
the lifting rod is adapted to extend and the 
front, portion of the body is provided with 
a slot 33 which is in a linement with the slot, 
32. The lower end of the lifting rod 2S is 
provided with a lifting hook 34 which is 
adapted to extend through the opening 18 
in the false bottom 15. The upper end of 
the hook is preferably pointed and is of a 
less size than the straws so as to permit the 
hook to ride into the same. 
A contractile coil spring 35 is placed 

around the lifting rod 28 and one end of tho 
spring is anchored to the body 11, while the 
opposite end is anchored to the lifting rod. 

In operation of the improved straw dis 
pensing device, the straws are placed in the 
body through the open end thereof, as here 
tobefore described and when it is desired to 
remove a straw therefrom, the handle 30 is 
grasped and pulled upwardly. This will 
lift one of the straws through the opening 
22, where the same can be readily grasped 
and removed from the body. The handle 3() 
can now be released and the spring 35 will 
return the same to its normal position ai 
lowing another straw to be moved to the 
front of the body, when the same will fail 
through the opening 18 and over the hook 
34. The device can again be operated for 
removing another straw there from. 
From the foregoing description, it can be 

seen that a novel soda straw dispensing de 
vice has been provided of an exceptionally 
simple and durable character, which will 
permit one straw at a time to be dispensed 
therefrom without the fingering of the 
other straws. 
Changes in details may be made without 
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departing from the spirit or scope of this 
invention, but what we claim as new is: 

1. A Soda straw dispensing device com 
prising a body triangular shaped in plan, a 
false bottom disposed within the body ar- 5 
ranged at an incline to the horizontal with 
its lowermost end facing the front end of the 
body, means normally urging the straws in 
the body toward the front end of the body, 
the upper end of the body being provided 
adjacent its forward end with a dispensing 
opening, and means for moving one straw 
at a time from the body through the open 
ing. 

2. A straw dispensing device comprising 
a body substantially triangular shaped in 
plan with its converged end disposed fore 
lmost, an inclined bottom wall arranged with 
in the body having its lowermost end dis 
posed at the converging end of the body, a 
cover for the upper end of the body pro 
vided adjacent its forward end with a dis 
pensing opening, a lifting rod slidably as 
sociated with the front end of the body, and 
provided with a lifting hook, means nor 
mally holding the lifting rod in a lowered 
position beneath the bottom wall, the bot 
tom wall being provided with an opening 
directly above the lifting hook, and means 
normally urging the straws toward the con 
verged end of the body. 

3. A soda straw dispensing device com 
prising a body, an enlarged hollow base 
formed on the lower end of the body, the body being substantially triangular shaped 
in plan with the converged end disposed 
foremost, a cover for the upper end of the 
body provided with a dispensing opening 
at the converged end of the body, an in 
clined supporting wall for the lower end of 
the straws provided with an opening ar 
ranged in direct a linement with the open 
ing in the cover, the lower end of the sup 
porting wall being disposed at the con 
Verged end of the body, a casing carried by 
the converged end of the body and provided 
with a vertical guide slot, a lifting rod slid 
ably fitted within the casing, an operating 
handle for the upper end of the rod disposed 
in said slot, and a lifting hook formed on 
the lower end of the rod provided with a 
pointed terminal disposed directly beneath 
the opening. 
4 in a Sola straw dispensing device, a body substantially triangular shaped in 

cross Sction having its converged end dis 
posed foremost, an enlarged hollow base 
formed on the lower end of the body, an 
inclined supporting plate for the straws ex 
tending downwardly from the rear wall of 
the body toward the front of the body and 
provided with an opening at its front end, 
a cover for, the body provided with a dis. 
pensing opening at its front end in direct, 
alinement with the first mentioned opening, 
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a flared guide carried by the cover and dis 
posed about the last mentioned opening, a 
follower plate pivoted at its lower edge to 
the rear wall of the body for engaging straws 
adjacent to the upper end thereof, a guide 
casing carried by the front of the body 
provided with a vertical guide slot, a lift 
ing rod slidably mounted within the casing, 
a lifting carried by the upper end 
of the rod arranged in said slot, a lifting 
hook provided with a pointed terminal ar 
ranged in direct alinement with the open 
ing in the supporting plate, and a con 
tractile spring coiled about said lifting rod 
having its opposite terminals secured re 
spectively to the rod and to the body. 

5. A soda straw dispensing device includ. ing a body substantially triangular-shaped 
in cross section having its converged end 
disposed foremost, a false bottom disposed 
within the body and arranged at an incline 
to the horizontal with its lowermost end 
facing the front end of the body, spring 
means normally urging the straws in the 
body toward the front end thereof, the up 
per end of the body being provided adjacent 
its forward end with a dispensing opening, 
means for moving one straw at a time from 
the body through the opening, and spring 
means for automatically returning the mov 
ing means to its normal pósition. 

6. A soda straw dispensing device com 
prising a body, an enlarged hollow base 
formed on the lower end of the body, an 
inclined supporting plate immediately ad 
jacent the upper end of the said base and 
provided with an opening therein, means 

normally urging the straws in the body 
towards the opening in the supporting plate, 
the upper end of the body being provided 
with a dispensing opening, and a lifting 
rod slidablv associated with the front end 
of the body and provided with a lifting 
hook normally disposed within the said base 
beneath the said opening in the plate, said 
hook adapted upon vertical movement of the 
lifting rod to engage one of said straws 
move the same from the body through the 
opening in the top thereof. 

7. A soda straw dispensing device com 
prising a body, an enlarged hollow base 
formed on the lower end of the body, an 
inclined supporting plate immediately ad 
jacent the upper end of the said base and 
provided with an opening therein, spring 
means normally urging the straws in the 
body towards the opening in the supporting 
plate, the upper end of the body being pro 
vided with a dispensing opening, a lifting 
rod slidably associated with the front end 
of the body and provided with a lifting 
hook normally disposed within the said base 
beneath the said opening in the plate, said 
hook adapted upon vertical movement of the 
lifting rod to engage one of said straws and 
move the same from the body through the 
opening in the top thereof and spring means 
for normally causing the lifting hook to 
return to its normal position beneath the 
said supporting plate. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures. 

ANGELO MAZZON. 
YONKIICHI EFUJISHIN. 
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