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1. - 
... This invention relates to a releasable locking 
device for electric plug connectors, and more par 
ticularly to a locking device engageable on the 
-escutcheon plate of duplex electric outlets for re 
leasably securing a single plug, two plugs of equal 
length, simultaneously, or two plugs of unequal 
length simultaneously in full contact engagement 
With the outlet. -- 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
locking device of the kind to be more particularly 
described hereinafter which is inconspicuous, 
simple in structure, economical in Cost and easy 
of installation, for attachment to the face of an 
escutcheon plate of a duplex electric outlet and 
engageable with a plug or plugs engaged in the 
outlet in Such a manner as to prevent the inad 
vertent detachment of the plug or plugs, as by 
children or by the exerting of undue strain. On the 
appliance cord, and yet providing for the ready 
and speedy removal of the plug or plugs when and 
as desired. - 
... Another object of this invention is to provide a 
device of this kind formed of a minimum number 
of essential parts of Substantially conventional 
Structure Or So fashioned to be formed by con 
ventional machine shop equipment and procedure, 
the parts being inexpensive yet capable of ex 
tended hard use without repair or replacement. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an electric plug locking means of this kind for 
positively securing the plug or plugs in the out 
let against accidental separation therefrom and 
against partial separation or short circuits re 
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sulting from partial separation of the plug or 
plugs from the outlet. 
With the above and other objects in view, my 

invention consistS in the arrangement, combina 
tion and details of Construction disclosed in the 
drawings and specification wherein like reference 
characters designate like parts throughout the 
several views, and then more particularly pointed 
Out in the appended claims. 
In the drawingS: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a plug locking 

device, constructed according to an embodiment 
of my invention, engaged in a duplex electric out 
let, having a cover or escutcheon plate and simul 
taneously locking two plugs of equal length in 
contact position in the outlet, the escutcheon plate 
being shown in longitudinal Section, 
Figure2 is a front elevation; 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the locking 

post element removed from the assembly of the 
device; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the retaining 
bolt removed from the assembly of the device; 
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Figure 5 is a perspective view of the top of one 
of the locking plates or yokes removed from the 
aSSembly; - 

- Figure 6. is a perspective view of the bottom 
of one of the locking plates or yokes removed from 
the assembly; . . . . . . . . . 

Figure 7 is a side elevation of the plug locking 
device as applied when locking two plugs of dif 
ferent lengths; . . . . . 

Figure 8 is a side elevation showing the locking 
post in position as protective shield over the re 
taining bolt when no plugs are being used in the 
duplex outlet; . - . . . . . . 

Figure 9 is a longitudinal section through the 
locking post removed from the assembly. 

Referring to the drawings wherein like refer 
ence characters designate like parts throughout 
the Several views, the numeral fo designates gen 
erally a locking device constructed according to 
an embodiment of my invention for releasably se 
curing an electrical appliance cord plug to an es 
cutcheon plate 2 over a conventional style and 
type of duplex electric outlet 4. The locking de 
vice O is adapted to simultaneously lock twin 
plugs of the same length, to simultaneously lock 
two plugs of different lengths, or to lock a single 
plug on escutcheon plates having two outlet open 
ings as generally used in wiring circuits of homes, 
offices, commercial buildings, etc. 
The locking device O is formed with a central 

Screw member 5 adapted for connection in the 
central aperture 6 of the escutcheon plate 2 in 
place of the usual countersunk screw, not shown 
in the drawings. The screw member 5 is formed 
With an integral, reduced diameter, threaded 
mounting Screw end or portion 7 adapted to be 
slidably engaged through the mounting hole or 
countersunk aperture 6 of the escutcheon plate 2 
and threadably engaged with the nut element or 
member 8 of the outlet base 9 fixedly mounted 
in the wall or other supporting structure and on 
which the sockets f4 are mounted. 
The other portion of the screw member 5 is 

formed with an integral screw 20 equipped with 
a screw driver slot and having an outside diameter 
greater than the outside diameter of the mount 
ing Screw end or portion f7, for use in a manner 
to be more particularly described hereinafter. 
The inner end of base screw 20 is joined to the 
outer end of the mounting screw. 7 by a tapered 
shoulder 21. The tapered shoulder 2 is adapted 
to be seated in the marginal depression of the 
aperture f6 or countersunk face of the escutcheon 
plate 2 for limiting the threaded engagement of 
the mounting screw element 7 in the supporting 
nut element 8. By limiting the inward extension 
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of the screw member 15 through the escutcheon 
plate 2, the base screw 20 is supported totally on 
the outer face of the escutcheon plate, as clearly 
noted in Figure 1 of the drawings. 
A locking post 22 is threadably mounted on 

the base screw 20 for threaded adjustment along 
the length thereof. The thumb nut or locking 
post 22 is formed of a nonconducting, Substan 
tially cylindrical body 24 having a central, 
threaded bore 25 for engagement with the screw 
element 20. The body 25 is preferably uneier 
cut or formed to provide a plurality of longi 
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tudinally spaced apart, circular plates or discs - 
26 along the length thereof. She 19sing ment, : ... . 

ber or post 22 is adapted to be engaged on the 
base screw member 20 between adjacent male. 
plug connectors if engaged insackets, 4. A pair of locking yokes 28 aid 29 are formed 
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for releasable engagement with locking post 22. 
and an adjacent electric cord 27 where cord 27 
emerges outwardly from male connector plug f 
carried by the respective cord. Each gf the 
yokes 28 and 29 is formed of a flat plate 30 of 
nonconducting or insulating material formed 
with a laterally offset face 3 at Qne end. The 
yokes 28 and 29 are distinguished from each 
other only by the structure wherein one of the 
plates has a rearwardly offset face 3d extending 
laterally from the front face of the plate a dis 
tance different from the pffset of rearwardly 
offset face of the other yoke member. By such 
relative configuration, the front faces of the 
yokes 28 and 29 may be offset from each other 
on the mounting post 22, as noted in Figure 1 
of the drawings, and the rearwardly offset faces 
of the yokes may lie in the same plane for en 
gaging the Outer ends of similar length plugs 

engaged in Sockets. 4:covered by escutchedn 
plate 2. At such times when adjacent plugs, 
as plugs if A and fB, noted in Figure 7 of the 
drawings, are engaged in the sockets covered by 
plate 2, and these plugs are of different lengths 
and/or configurations, the yokes may be posi 
tioned on the post 22 to suit the particular plug 
with which it is to be lockingly engaged. 
The yokes, both yoke 28 and yoke 29, are 

formed with a pair of U-shaped notches-32 and 
34 opening on one side edge. One notch, as the 
notch 32, is positioned transversely of the plate 
at one end, the flat end, while the other slot 
34 is inclined at an angle to the longitudinal 
axis of the plate at the other or -offset end and 
opens adjacent the transverse median-of-the 
plate. The transverse slot 32 of each plate or 
yoke is adapted to be slidably positioned be 
tween a pair of adjacent disc plates 26 gn the 
locking post 22 for sliding and rotating engage 
ment on the post at a selected position. The 
inclined slot 34 is adapted to receive the cord 
27 of an electric appliance or the like for se. 
curing the plugs if engaged by the prongs there 
of in the socket 14 against inadvertent removal 
from the socket, the offset face of the yokebe 
ing spaced from the escutcheon plate 2 a select 
ed distance very close to the depth or length, 
of the plug f. In the case of the plugs being 
of different lengths, one or both yokes may be 
reversed in their engagement between the disc 
plates 26 on the locking post 22, so that the flat 
side of one, or both yokes, is spaced from the 
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escutcheon plate 12 a selected distance very close 

to the depth or length of the plug, this multi 
plicity of arrangements of the yokes between the 
disc plates 26 permits of a Wide range of Spac 
ings between the yoke face and the eSCutcheon 
plate. 
With a plug engaged between a yoke 28 or 

29 and the escutcheon plate 2, the yoke or yokes 
may be securely clamped to the plug by ro 
tating the locking post 22 inwardly along the 
length of base screw 20. For separating the 
plug from the socket 4, it is necessary only 
to rotate post element 22 outwardly along 
the length of base screw 20 and slide the yoke 
transversey, of the mounting post, as noted by 
the broken lines in Figure 2 of the drawings. 

: I do not mean to confine myself to the exact 
details of construction herein disclosed, but 
claim all variations falling within the purview 
of the appended claims. 

I claim: . 
1. A releasable locking device for removably 

securing an electric plug to a related socket com 
prising a locking post, a plurality of Spaced apart 
coaxial discs on said post, means securing Said 
post on an escutcheon plate in adjusted Spaced 
relation therefrom, a pair of locking plates Slid 
ably and rotatably, engageable on said post, each 
of said locking plates having a laterally open 
ing...notch for slidably engaging Said post be 
tween a pair of adjacent discS, at least one of 
said locking plates having an offset end for dis 
position in the same tranSVerse plane as the 
other locking plate when engaged between an 
other pair of discs on Said post, the outer ends 
of each of said: locking plates having an open 
sided notch for slidably receiving an electric 
cord having a plug thereon for clampingly se 
curing the plug between the respective locking 
plates and the escutcheon plate. 

2. A releasable locking device for removably 
securing an electric plug including a cord to an 
outlet socket in an electric wall fixture compris 
ing a locking post adapted to be arranged trans 
versely of said fixture and having one end adapt 
ed to be fixedly secured to said fixture adjacent 
said socket, a plurality of spaced apart discs 
fixedly positioned along said post inwardly of the 
other end thereof, a locking plate positioned 
transversely of said post and having a notch ex 
tending inwardly of one side edge adjacent one 
end thereof slidably and rotatably embracing 
any selected portion of said post intermediate 
adjacent discs, and means embodying a second 
notch formed in said locking plate and extend 
ing inwardly of one side edge of said plate ad 
jacent the other end for embracingly engaging 
the portion of the cord adjacent the electric plug 
and bearing against the adjacent end of said plug 
when the latter is inserted in said socket. 
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