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(57) Abstract: An optical path conversion element comprising a photonic crystal exhibiting periodicity of refractive index in one
direction and using as an incident end face one of end faces substantially parallel with the periodicity direction of refractive index
and an exit end face opposite the incident end face, an incident section for passing an incident light through the incident end face
such that a propagation light is generated in the photonic crystal by a band on a brilliant zone boundary, a means for altering the
photonic band structure of the photonic crystal, and/or a means for altering the propagation optical path length, i.e. the distance from

the incident end face to the exit endface.
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