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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OLE C. OLSEN, a citizen
of the United States of Ameriea, residing at
Jackson Junetion, in the county of Winne-
shiek and State of Iowa, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Hame-Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification.

My object is to prevent the accidental un-
locking incident tothe use of hame-fasteners
of that class represented by the Patent No.
877,671, issued February 7, 1888.

Heretofore gravity-dogs and spring-actu-
ated hooks have been ecombined with the end

of a metal strap to engage the end of an ad-

justable mating strap for the purpose of lock-
ing them together in a closed position as re-
quired to retain the ends of the hames con-
nected on a eollar; but in all instances pro-
vision has been made to unlock the mating
parts by pressure upon some portion of the
device projecting outward relative to the
metal straps, and it frequently occurs that
such projection comes in contact with some
extraneous object and by motion of such ob-
ject orthe motion of ahorse relative to a fixed
post or other object will actuate the fasten-
ing device and unlock the fastener, and there-
by loosen the hames on & collar.

My object is to prevent such accidental un-
fastening of the hames; and my invention
consists in the locking device hereinafter seft
forth, that will seeurely retain the hames fas-
tened together, so that they can be readily
unfastened by finger-pressure, but not acei-
dentally by the action of the horse or the mo-
tion of an extraneous object that may come
in contact with my hame-fastener when in
practical use on a horse.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of the main metal strap
with which all the other parts are to be ad-
justably connected. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the mating strap adapted to be ad-
justably connected with the main strap and
automatically locked therveto when pressed
into a closed position. Fig. 3isa viewof a
slotted lever adapted to be adjustably con-
necled with the metal straps. Fig. 4 is a

perspective view of a lateh and spring adapt-
ed to be inclosed and pivotally connected
with the hook on the end of the main metal
strap. Tig. 5shows the ends of the twomat-

ing metal straps in closed and locked position
and parts broken away to disclose the latch
and spring and the overlaying of parts of the 53
mating straps. Fig. 6 is a view showing the
complete device in position as required to
retain hames fastened together on a collar.

The letter A designates the main metal
strap, and A? the mating strap, adapted tobe 6o
pivoted to one end of the strap A and detach-
ably locked to the other end thereof.

A? is a slotted lever adjustably connected
with the strap A, as clearly shown in Fig. 5.

Bis a hook on the end of thestrap A, adapt- 65
ed to admit the loop on the end of a hame.
The free end of the hook is bifurcated and
the top surfaces of the extremities C are de-
pressed and adapted to be overlaid by cor-
responding projections d on the free end of 70
the mating strap A® in such a manner as to
produce an even surface of the detachably-
connected ends of the parts A and A% and,
as required, to prevent any extraneous object
from catching on the said end portion of the 73
hook B or the overlying end portions of the
part A%

£ is a tongue projecting downward from the
end portion of the part A? in such a manner
that it will engage the shoulder of a latch A, 8o
pivoted in the end portion of the strap A, as
clearly shown in Fig. 5.

The top or free end of the latch 2 projects
between the parallel portions of the bifur-
cated end of the hook B, and a projection i’ 85
on the lower end of the latch engages thein-
ner face of the strap A, as shown in Fig. 5,
and as required to restrict the forward mo-
tion of the latch relative to the part A® and
its tongue f, that is engaged by the shoulder go
#' of the latch. The top end of the latch
that projects between the overlying partsc ¢
and d d is serrated, so a person can, by press-
ing thereon with the thumb, readily release
the latch from the tongue f as required to o5
unlock the two mating straps and to free the
hames from the collar.

I; is a spring made of a single piece of wire
doubled at its center and each of the parallel
parts provided with one or more coils &' in 100
such a manner that the spring can be read-
ily fastened to the latch 2 by means of a pin
m, extended through a hole in the latch, and
that has a loop n at one end projecting out-
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ward from the side of the latch, as shown in
TFig. 4.  The parallel ends of the spring en-
gagethe bifurcated end of the hook Bin such
a manner that the spring normally presses the
latch forward asrequired to engage the tongue
fof the part A2

The loop nis protected by a lateral projec-
tion ' integral with the end portion of the
part A% so that extraneous objects will not
come in contact therewith, but it can readily
be engaged by a person’s thumb and the lateh
thereby pressed backward to disengage it
from the tongue f as required to unlock the
fastening when hamesare connected and fixed
on a collar by means of my hame-fastener.

Itisobviousthatwhen twohamesare drawn
together by means of my device the part A?
will be readily locked fast to the bifurcated
end of the hook B by simply pressing the
overlying end portions together, so that the
tongue fwill slide down over the in¢lined face
of the latch 72 and slip under the shoulder 4",
The spring & allows the latch to be pressed
baclkward sufficiently for the purpose, and af-
ter the tongue is below the plane of the shoul-
der & the latch and spring will resume their
normal positions.

I claim as my invention—

1. In ahame-fastener of the class described,
a metal strap having a lever provided with a
hook at one end and adjustably connected as
shown, a bifurcated hook at one end and a
mating metal strap having projections at its
ends adapted to overlie the parallel end por-
tions of the bifurcated hook and a tongue in
a plane below the said projections adapted to
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engage a'lateh, and a latch pivoted to :he
hook to project between the parallel end por-
tions of said hook and also between said pro-
jections on the end of the strap, and provided
with a projection to engage said tongue. ar-
ranged and combined in the manner set fortn
for the purposes stated.

2. In a hame-fastener a metal strap A hav-
ing a hook, B, bifurcated at its end portions,
a mating metal strap A? pivoted to the stran
A and having projections d, d, at its free ena
to overlie the bifurcated end portions of said
hook and a tongue fin a plane below said pro-
jections a spring-actuated lateh 7, having &
projection i’ at its lower end to engage the
inside of said strap A and a shoulder 2" atits
top portion to engage the said tongue f anu
a slotted lever A% adjustably connected with

the strap A, all arranged and combined to on- 3

erate in the manner set forth for the pur-
poses stated.

3. In a hame-fastener thelatch 7 having a
projection 2" and a shoulder 2", a pin fixed
in the central portion of the latch and a loon
m extending from one end of the pin, and a
wire spring & having coils to enagage the pin
and parallel ends to engage the bifurcateu
end of the hook B of a metal strap A, having
the slotted lever A% adjustably connecten
therewith in combination with said strap ana
hook substantially as and for the purposes
stated.

OLE C. OLSEN.

Witnesses: ’

J.. P. MARRON,
L. A. PHELPS.
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