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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS E. ALTER, a 

citizen of the United States of America, and 
resident of Mount Pleasant, county of Henry, 
State of Iowa, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Stirrups, of 
which the following is a full and clear speci 
fication, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a stirrup 
constructed in accordance with my inven 
tion: Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the 
same; Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of 
the hanger. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

simple device whereby the stirrup will be 
come automatically detached from the stir 
rup-strap should the rider be thrown and he 
thereby be put in danger of being dragged 
along the ground, as more fully hereinafter 
set forth. 
The hanger consists of a loop a for attach 

ment to the stirrup-strap and a depending 
shank b provided at its lower end with a 
cross bar c. This cross-bar forms a swivel 
connection between the hanger and the stir 
rup, and it lies in a transverse groove in the 
block or bar d connecting the upper arms of 
the stirrup. The cross-bar is confined in said groove by a plate e pivoted to the upper 
edge of a plate f fastened to the front face of 
the cross-bard. The plate e is bifurcated so 
as to straddle the shank of the hanger and 
these bifurcated portions extend beyond the 
opposite edges of the spacing block d and are 
held down on the top face of the block by 
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means of a latch g pivoted at h at a point be 
low the block and having a tail-piece i ex 
tending forwardly and downwardly through 
the stirrup. This latch is held in engage 
ment by means of a spring i which is clamped 
to the under side of the spacing block by 
means of a plate k fastened to the under side 
of the block and formed integral with the 
vertical plate f. 
It will be observed that if the rider be thrown 

from the horse the foot of the rider will 
press the tail-piece i upwardly and thus un 
latch plate e, and when plate e is thus un 
latched the stirrup is free to fall away from 
the hanger, as is obvious. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 
A stirrup having a spacing block connect 

ing its upper ends, said block having a trans 
verse groove in its upper face, a hanger hav 
ing a cross-bar at its lower end resting in 
said transverse groove, a hinged plate ex 
tending across the groove and locking the 
hanger therein, a latch pivoted to the stirrup 
and engaging the free end of the lock plate 
and having a tail-piece extending through 
the stirrup toward the outer side, for the 
purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof"I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses 
this 30' day of July 1908. 

THOMAS E. ALTER. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN H. SHUMAKER, 
W. J. HAMILTON. 
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