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1. 2 
the side walls. To this flange 3 is secured the edges of a 
sheet of woven wire netting or screen 4. 
On top of this wire netting is spread a layer 5 of filter 

2,971,493 ing material such as filter sand. The wire netting or 
SANTARY SAND BOXES FOR CATS 5 screen should be of a mesh fine enough to substantially 

prevent the sand from sifting through. - I have found, 
Howard E. Robb, 1079 Belyiew Ave, NW, for example, that a screen having a 12 by 12 mesh, made 

Barberton, Ohio from wire gauge .025 gives good results, with the usual 
No. 783,918 type of filter sand, such as that commonly sold by build Filed Dec. 30, 1958, Ser. No. 783, 10 ing supply dealers. The layer of sand may be from 

1. Claim. (C. 119-1) %' to 1' or more thick. 
The pans themselves may be made of either metal or 

plastic, but the latter is preferred. The wire screen or 
8 ( netting is advantageously made of aluminum or other 

This invention relates in general to the care of animals, 15 rust-proof metal, and, if the pan is made of plastic, the 
and more particularly to a sanitary Sandbox for the use netting may be vulcanized or heat-sealed to the flange 3. 
of pets, especially cats. When the box is used by an animal, the liquid part of 
The usual practice, where animal pets are confined in the excreta filters through the sand and flows into the 

a house or apartment, is to provide a box or pan con- space between the wire screen and the bottom of the 
taining sand or other absorbent material. This material 20 outer pan, and is stored in this space, out of contact with 
becomes very wet with use and developsian offensive the sand. The solid part of the excreta, when sufficiently 

* odor. Moreover, a cat, for example, will frequently dried, may be removed from time to time by means of a 
- fing the material from the pan, due to too energetic scoop or lifting screen. 

pawing. is A cat has the natural inclination to scratch and paw a 
An object of the present invention is to provide a sani- 25 bed of sand, but, with my improved device, the cat's 

tary sand box in which the liquid excreta is stored in a claws tend to catch in the wire netting and this restrains 
container separate from and out of contact with the the animal from excessive pawing, thus preventing the 
sand, so that the latter does not become excessively wet sand from being scattered and thrown out of the box. 
and foul. is . . . s Since the liquid filters directly through the sand, the 
Another object is to so construct a device of this 30 latter is wet only in one or more spots, and these may be 

character that the sand may be readily washed While scooped out, if desired. By removing the inner pan, the 
in the box, for re-use if desired, and the liquid container liquid contents of the outer pan may be readily dumped, 
easily cleaned, and the pan rinsed out with hot water and a detergent. 
A still further object of the invention is to devise a Sand is a relatively cheap material, and the entire con 

Sandbox having means for restraining the animal from 85 tents of the inner pan may be discarded at each cleaning, 
pawing too vigorously, and for thus preventing the sand if desired. However, if it is preferred to retain the sand 
from being thrown out of the box. . . 4. for further use, it may be washed or cleaned by filling 

With the above and other objects in view, and to ims the outer pan with the hot water and detergent to a level 
prove generally on the details of such devices, the inven- sufficiently high to cover the bed of sand, and then 
tion consists in the construction and combination of parts 40 vigorously stirring the sand. Then it may be rinsed in 
hereinafter described and claimed and illustrated in the plain water, and spread out, as on paper, to dry. 
accompanying, drawings, forming part of this specifica- A drop or two of any suitable disinfectant placed in 
tion, and in which: the bottom pan will tend to destroy any offensive odor. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the complete box, parts What claim is: 
" . being cut away; . Ad a 45 A device of the character described comprising upper 
r Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section through the inner and lower outer pans, each having a flat bottomand 

same; and an open top, said pans nesting with their sides in sub 
Fig. 3 is a partial plan view of the same, parts being stantial contact and being of such relative size and shape, 

broken away. that, when nested, a substantial space is provided be 
Referring to the drawing in detail, my improved box 50 tween the bottoms thereof, the bottom of said inner pan 

is made up of a pair of separate pans of the same shape being formed at least in part of a sheet of woven wire 
and of such relative size that they may be nested together, netting permanently secured around its edges to said pan, 
one inside of the other. Although not essential, the and a layer of filter sand supported on said netting the 
inner pan 1 preferably has a marginal flange 1, and the mesh of said netting being sufficiently fine to substantially 
outer pan 2 a marginal flange 2, and when assembled, 55 prevent said sand from sifting through. 
the flange a rests upon the flange 2 and thus supports 
their pan. hat shall than the out References Cited in the file of this patent e inner pan is somewhat shallower than the outer 
one, so that when assembled, the bottom of the inner pan UNITED STATES PATENTS 
is spaced a substantial distance from the flat bottom 2 60 1,451,760 Bucks ----------------- Apr. 17, 1923 
of the outer pan. 2,144,329 Conlon et al. ------------ Jan. 17, 1939 
The major portion of the bottom of the inner pan is 2,58,831 Stalloch et al. ----------- Aug. 15, 1950 

cut away, leaving a flange 3 projecting inwardly from 2,539,024 Leiby ------------------ Jan. 23, 1951 


