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The present invention relates to improvements in surgi 
cal dressings, and it relates more particularly to an im 
proved surgical dressing and a protective envelope there 
for which may be opened simply and easily to permit 
the application of the surgical dressing at any desired 
position. 

It has long been conventional to package surgical dress 
ings individually in order to protect them from external 
contamination before application. In recent years, it has 
become a common practice individually to package a strip 
of adhesive tape carrying a surgical dressing such as a 
gauze pad or compress, either treated or untreated. These 
individually packaged adhesive tape carried dressings are 
widely used domestically and for first aid purposes and 
are usually self-applied. Such being the case, it is neces 
sary that the dressing be easily removed and applied with 
a minimum of dexterity and with little exposure of the 
dressing, per se, prior to application. However, indi 
vidually packaged surgical dressings of this type have 
heretofore been characterized by their complexity and 
difficulty of employment and application. The opening 
of the containing envelope is usually awkward, and sep 
arate operations are generally necessary to remove the 
adhesive and the protective materials before the dressing 
may be applied. Another disadvantage of the conven 
tionally packaged dressing is its generally untidy arrange 
ment from the standpoint of the number of separable ele 
ments which must ultimately be disposed of when the 
dressing portion is removed and applied. 

It is thus a principal object of the present invention to 
provide an improved packaged surgical dressing. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved, individually packaged dressing including an 
adhesive tape carrying a pad and a disposable envelope 
protectively covering the dressing. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide an improved, individually packaged first aid dressing 
characterized by its simplicity and ease of application. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved, individually wrapped first aid dressing in 
cluding a gauze pad mounted on a strip of adhesive tape 
and packaged in a disposable envelope and characterized 
in the ease of removal of the dressing from the envelope 
and its subsequent application. 

Still a further object of the present invention is to pro 
vide an improved, individually packaged first aid dressing 
including an adhesive tape carrying a compress or the 
like and a sealed protective envelope enclosing the dress 
ing and characterized by the dressing being easily remov 
able from the envelope and readied for application, leav 
ing the open envelope and other protective material dis 
posable as a single unit. 
The above and other objects of the present invention 

will become apparent from a reading of the following de 
scription taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, partially broken away, 
of an improved individually packaged first aid dressing 
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2 
illustrated in closed condition and constituting a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view thereof in open condition, 
the first aid dressing being illustrated in broken lines in 
readiness for application; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating the applica 
tion of the first aid dressing to a finger; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 of 
Figure 1; and 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of another embodiment 
of the present invention, illustrated in open condition. 
The present invention broadly contemplates the pro 

vision of a packaged surgical dressing comprising first and 
second superimposed panels separably sealed along their 
confrointing edges to define an envelope, a strip of ad 
hesive tape having a dressing positioned on a face there 
of, said tape being disposed in said envelope and having 
an end thereof separably secured to a first end of said first 
panel and a separable protective strip Superimposed upon 
said dressing and the adhesive face of said tape, said pro 
tective strip having an end secured to the end of said 
second panel adjacent said first end of said first panel. 

in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the pres 
ent invention, the envelope is formed of a long strip of 
paper folded transversely at substantially its midpoint to 
form a hinge. A strip of buckram or crinoline of slightly 
less width than the paper strip is superimposed thereon 
and the dressing carrying adhesive tape, in turn, is super 
imposed upon said buckram strip within the borders of the 
buckram and extending to points short of the panel hinge 
and a free end of the panel. The free ends of the buck 
ran and paper strip are folded over to secure the buck 
ram at one end and the buckram and adhesive tape at the 
other end, and to form opening tabs or flaps. The buck 
ram and paper are folded at the hinge portion and the 
edges of the paper and the inner edges of the tabs are 
sealed by means of a suitable adhesive along their con 
fronting faces, the ends of the tabs being free to facilitate 
the opening of the envelope. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the present 
invention, the buckram is secured to and extends for the 
length of only one of the panels and the adhesive tape is 
secured to the free end of the other of said panels. In 
all other respects, this embodiment is similar to the pre 
ferred embodiment. 

Reference is now made to the drawings, and more par 
icularly to Figures 1 to 4 thereof which illustrate a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, wherein the 
numeral 10 generally designates an envelope formed of 
a strip of paper, cellophane or other suitably frangible 
material folded or hinged as at 2 to define a lower or 
base panel 4 and an upper or covering panel 16. Super 
imposed upon the inner faces of and co-extensive with the 
panels 14 and 16 is a strip 3 of buckram, crinoline or 
other material readily separable from the tacky material 
coating a face of the adhesive tape, the buckram strip 18 
being narrower than the panels 14 and 6. The dressing 
per se consists of a strip 20 of adhesive tape consisting 
of a woven fabric or plastic backing and a layer of ad 
hesive in accordance with conventional practice. 
A suitable dressing 22, which may be a gauze pad, con 

press or other dressing, either treated or untreated, is 
positioned upon the adhesive face of the tape 20. The 
tape 20 is superimposed upon the buckram strip 18 and 
extends from a point short of the hinge or fold 12. The 
ends of the buckram strip 8 are secured to the free ends 
of the panels 14 and 16, which ends are folded over to 
form tabs 24 and 26 respectively. The confronting faces 
of the folded panel ends forming the tabs 24 and 26 are 
suitably cemented to maintain the tabs and permit their 
undoing. Moreover, the end of the tape 20 is engaged 
between the opposing faces of the folded end of the 
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buckram strip 18 sandwiched in the tab 24. A suitable, 
preferably non-hardening adhesive is applied to the side 
edges of the inner faces of the panels 14 and 16 and to 
the inner edges of the tabs 24 and 26 and the panels are 
folded along the hinge 2 to complete and seal the en 
velope 0, providing free tabs 24 and 26, and completely 
enclosing and protecting the tape 20 and the dressing 22. 

In employing the present improved packaged dressing, 
the tabs 24 and 26 are grasped between the thumb and 
index finger of each hand and spread to separate the 
panels 14 and 16 to open position, as illustrated in Fig 
ures 2 and 3 of the drawing. The tape 20 and dressing 
22 will follow the panel 4 by reason of the end of the 
tape 20 being engaged by the tab 24, the buckram strip 
i8 being easily separable from the adhesive face of the 
tape 2. The dressing 22 is then applied to the injured 
area, Such as the finger, and the unengaged end of the 
tape 20 is pressed against the area adjacent the injury 
to effect securement thereto. The tab 24 will automati 
cally open during application of the tape 20 by pulling 
the envelope in a direction away from the tape 20 to per 
mit full detachment of the tape from the envelope and 
completion of the application of the tape and dressing. 
It is apparent from the above that opening of the envelope 
and the application of the dressing can be performed in 
a single continuous, simple motion. 
The embodiment of the present invention illustrated in 

Figure 5 of the drawing is similar to that previously de 
Scribed, differing therefrom principally in that a buckram 
or similar non-adhesive strip 39 is provided and extends 
for the length of only one of the panels 34. The buckram 
strip 39 may be completely cemented to the upper face of 
the panel 34 or may have its corresponding end secured to 
the free end of the panel 34. The dressing carrying ad 
hesive tape 36 is disposed on a panel 38 hinged to the 
panel 34 and extends into the pocket formed by folding 
the free end of the panel 33 to define a tab 40. A small 
buckram strip 42 is located between the adhesive face of 
the end of the tape 36 and the confronting face of the 
folded end of the panel 38. The folding of the panels 
34 and 38 and the closing and sealing thereof to form a 
protective envelope and the application of the resulting 
article is similar to that described in connection with the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention previously 
set forth. 

While there has been described and illustrated preferred 
embodiments of the present invention, it is apparent that 
numerous alterations and omissions may be made without 
departing from the spirit thereof. 

claim: 
1. A packaged surgical dressing comprising first and 

Second Superimposed panels separably sealed along their 
confronting edges to define an envelope, a strip of adhe 
sive tape having a dressing positioned on a face thereof, 
said tape being disposed in said envelope and having an 
end thereof separably secured to a first end of said first 
panel and the other end thereof free of attachment to said 
panels, and a separable protective strip superimposed upon 
said dressing and the adhesive face of said tape, said pro 
tective strip having an end secured to the end of said sec 
Ond panel adjacent said first end of said first panel. 

2. A packaged surgical dressing in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein said first and second panels are defined 
by a longitudinally extending strip of frangible material 
folded along a medial transverse axis to form a hinge be 
tween said panels. 
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4. 
3. A packaged surgical dressing in accordance with 

claim 2, wherein said separable protective strip is folded 
along a transverse axis defining a hinge substantially coin 
ciding with the hinge connecting said envelope panels, said 
Strip of adhesive tape being sandwiched between said folds 
of said separable protective strip. 

4. A packaged surgical dressing comprising a strip of 
frangible material folded along a transverse axis to define 
first and second panels connected by a hinge, a separable 
protective strip narrower than said frangible strip and 
symmetrically superimposed thereon and extending sub 
stantially to the ends thereof, said protective strip being 
folded along a transverse axis to define a hinge substan 
tially coinciding with the hinge between said panels, a 
Strip of adhesive tape carrying a dressing and superim 
posed upon said protective strip and extending substan 
tially from an end thereof to the hinge portion, one end 
of said strip of adhesive tape being separably secured to 
an end of one of said panels and the other end of said 
strip being free from other attachment to said panels, said 
panels and said protective strip being folded along said 
hinges to sandwich said tape and dressing therebetween 
and said panels being secured along their confronting 
edges. 

5. A packaged surgical dressing in accordance with 
claim 4, wherein the ends of said protective strip are se 
cured to the free ends of said panels. 

6. A packaged surgical dressing in accordance with 
claim 5, wherein the free ends of said panels are inwardly 
folded to define tabs, the confronting inner edges of said 
tabs being separably joined and the outer edges thereof 
being substantially free, one of said tabs engaging said 
separably secured end of said adhesive strip. 

7. A packaged surgical dressing comprising a strip of 
frangible material folded along a transverse axis to define 
first and second panels connected by a hinge, a separable 
protective strip narrower than said frangible strip and 
symmetrically superimposed upon said first panel and ex 
tending substantially from said hinge to the free end of 
said first panel and being secured to said first panel, a 
dressing carrying adhesive tape not exceeding the width 
of said protective strip and superimposed upon said second 
panel, adhesive face up, and having one end thereof se 
cured to the free end of said second panel and its other 
end free, said first and second panels being folded along 
said hinge and secured along their confronting edges to 
define an envelope enclosing said dressing carrying adhe 
sive tape and said protective strip superimposed upon the 
adhesive face of said tape. 

8. A packaged surgical dressing in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein the free end of said second panel is 
folded over to form a tab defining a pocket between its 
confronting faces, the end of said tape registering with 
said pocket and a separable strip superimposed upon the 
adhesive face of the end of said tape engaged by said 
pocket. 
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