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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRED ERB, Jr., of La 

fayette, in the county of Tippecanoe and State 
Of Indiana, have invented certain new and use 

5 ful Improvements in Artificial Birds or Tar 
gets; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form part of this 
Specification, in which 

Figure 1 represents a front view of my im 
proved bird or target; Fig. 2, a vertical sec 
tional view of the same; and Fig. 3, a detached 
View of the backing or portion supporting the 
brittle portion of the bird or target, showin 
the aperture for the insertion of the feathers. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in artificial birds or flying targets for 
trap or practice shooting; and it has for its 
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objects to SO construct the bird or target that 
a portion will be so brittle or fragile as to 
break readily when struck by the shot and 
disseminate a charge of feathers, and the other 
portion of such strength as to support and 
brace the brittle portion in such manner as to 
stand the necessary handling attendant upon 
packing and transportation, and to withstand 
Wet Weather and the strain to which it is sub 

3ojected when ejected from the trap. 
My invention further has for its objects to 

provide for inserting the feathers to be dissemi 
nated upon the breaking of the bird, and com 
pressing such feathers so as to offer no obstruc 
tion to the flight of the bird or target, as more 
fully hereinafter explained. 
The letter A indicates a concavo-convex 

disk, of suitable brittle material, having a 
flange, a, at its base, which is to be seated 
upon and secured to the face of a flat disk, B, 
made of suitable material possessing the re 
quired degree of strength and toughness to sup 
port and brace the brittle concavo-convex disk 
against ordinary strain of handling and trans 
portation, and at the same time to permit said 
disk to be readily shattered by the shot when 
projected upon its face by the projectile force 
of the explosion from a gun. 
The disk B may be made of any suitable ma 

so terial; but for lightness and economy paste 
board is preferable, and in order to enable the 
disk to withstand wet weather and strengthen 
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it against the strain attendant upon handling 
and transportation, a facing of Wood or other 
bracing material is connected to a portion of 55 
its inner face by means of glue or otherwise, 
as indicated by letter C in the drawings. 
At the center of the disk B is formed a tri 

angular or other shaped aperture, D, for the 
insertion of the feathers into the interior of the 6o . 
completed bird or target, which is covered af. 
ter the insertion of the feathers by means of a 
slip of paper, F, secured over the opening by 
means of glue or other cement. 
The concavo-convex disk forming the brittle 65 

portion of the device may be constructed of 
any fragible material, but is preferably com 
posed of a resinous or pitchy material-such as 
bitumen or the various solid coal-tar pro 
ducts-and it is molded into proper shape, and 7o 
can be supplied to the market when thus 
molded and ready to be attached to the Sup 
porting-backing, which can be done by soften 
ing the flanged edge and pressing it against 
the face of such backing, or by securing it 75 
thereto by means of glue or other cement; or 
the device may be completed and supplied to 
the market with the backing attached and the 
device filled with feathers and sealed, or the 
aperture may be left open, so that the device 
may be subsequently filled with feathers and 
sealed, as may be desired. 

It will be seen that as thus constructed the 
bird or flying targetis of such construction as 
to take an easy flight when passing from the 
trap, and that no obstructing surfaces project 
from its face to interfere with its flight, and 
also that the brittle portion when struck by 
the shot in every case will be shattered, so as 
to discharge the feathers and indicate with 
certainty the accuracy of the shot. 

I am well aware that a flying target has been 
made of a hollow glass sphere filled with feath 
ers or some suitable substance to indicate 
clearly when the target is struck. I am also 
aware that a concavo-convex or dish-shaped 
target of fragile material has been made which 
is supplied with a fulminate and provided with 
a rim of pasteboard, the aperture therein cov 
ered by paper. Such devices, as described 
more particularly in the Letters Patent there. 
for, I disclaim; but 
What I do claim is 
1. The within-described dish-shaped flying 
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target, composed of a brittle compound or sub 
stance, substantially as described, a paste 
board back, and a strenthening-facing secured 
thereto and extending over a portion of the 
flange of the target, all as and for the purpose 
Set forth. - 

2. The combination, in a flying target, of a 
convex-concavo disk of fragile material and a 
pastelboard backing extending over most of 
the concave surface and having a small tri 
angular or other shaped opening therein, and 
also provided with a woodell facing extended 
over a portion of the flange of the target, all 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

3. The combination, in a flying target, of a 

fragile convex-concavo disk, a backing com 
posed of pasteboard, with an opening therein 
of less size than the concave portion of the 
disk, a filling of feathers, means for closing 
said opening, and a wooden brace applied to 20 
the pasteboard backing, all substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I affix my signature in presence of 
two witnesses. 

FRED ERB, JR. 
Witnesses: 

ALEXANDER A. RICE, 
BENJAMIN F. MIAGEE. 

  


