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IBe it known that I, WTIIIAMI T. IHoRMIDs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Govans, in the county of Baltimore and 
State of Maryland, have invented Inew and 
useful Improvements in Spacing IDevices for 
Distyrays, of which the folowing is a, 
specification. - - 

This invention is an improved device for 
1se in Connection with display trays, orother 
similar receptacles wherein it is desirable or 
mecessary to Iretain the articles on display, 
in spaced relation, to prevent Tubbing, and 
to enhance the display thereof. - 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

provide an improved spacing device which 
imay be readily attached to, or detached from 
a stitable stipporting element carried by a 
display receptacle, and the positions of Which 
1may be readily shifted to accommodate ar 
ticles of diferent character, or articles of the 
same character but difering in size. A fur 
ther object is to prowide an improved spac 
ing device, having friction means for Inor 
mally preventing displacement thereof. A 
further object is to provide simple means 
whereby the spacing device may bereadily 
and quickly placed in position. - 
The invention will be hereinafter fully set 

forth and particularly pointed out in the 
Claims. - - - 

In the accompanying drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of a portion 

of the bottom of a display tray, illustrating 
the use of spacing devices. IPig. 2 is an en larged perspectiveviewillustratingthe spac 
ing device detached. Fig. 3is a longitildinal 
sectional view illustrating the guide strip 
and spacing device in engagement therewith. 
IRig. 4 is a transverse sectional view of the 
guidestrip with the spacing device in eleval 
tion. · . -- - 

IReferring to the drawing, 10 designates a, 
portion offhe base of a display tray and 11 
a guide strip attached thereto, by imeans of seouring devices 12passed throngh the ends 
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of the strip. It will be moted that the body 
of the strip is spaced from the base of the 
tray, as indicated at 13, IFig. 3, said strip 
being preferably made of resilient sheet 
metal. One end of the strip is Ireduced in 
width as indicated at, 14. - - 
The spacing device is preferably formed 

of sheet imetal, and comprises an upstanding 
body portion 15, having its lower end bent 
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tright glesto form a foot 16. The metal 
fron Which the foot is formed, is somewhat 
wider than the body 15, the lateral edges of 
sid inetal being bent over to fornoppo 
Siely.dsposed lateral fianges 17, the edges 
9f Whighare exterlded inwardly, and spaced 
omile0dy of the foot, to reaeivethestrip 

11. It Will be moted that the space between 
the foot I6 and the flanges 17is somewhat 
greater han the thickness of the strip 11 
fogand inges elative tosaid strip. 
Whenit is desired to employ thespacing 

device, the footis passed down over the inal 

to pernit of a slight vertical play 6 fig 

roy portion 14 of the strip 11, until said 
stripengages the under surface of the foot, 
aidthe spacer is then moved longitudinally 
0f the stip, until the wider portion of the 
ter fills the space between the fanges. 

IBy Inalking the space between the foot and 
the fianges slightly greater than the thick 
ness of the strip, the spacing device is per 
Imitted to have a slight Irocking movement 
lPOn the strip. As a result any pressure ap 
plied to the spacer exceptat the bottom, vill 
Callse the foot and flangesto be moved out of 
alinement with the strip, thereby producing 
a binding action which will prevent any 
sliding movement of the spacer IFrom the 
foregoing it will be readily understood that 
when articles of varying widths are to be 
stored in dravers contaiming the spacer de 
vice, the placing of one or several of the 
articles betweenany two of the spacers will 
exert a pressure mear the foot of one or both 
of the spacers, thereby automatically and 
easily sliging them along the guide strip a 
proper distance to Ireceive the articles in 
question Having been thus automatically 
and easily spaced, should the Tipper portions 
of the spacers be accidentally subjected to 
pressureduring the placing of the remain 
ing articles in the truy, or draver,the above 
described binding action will Iresult in pre 
venting any flithet sliding movement of the 
spacer or spacers. Articlesheld between the 
spacerstend to exert a pressure suficient to 
secure this binding action, and displacement 
of the spacer by reason of the shalking of the 
tTay, or of the placing of articles in, or re 
moving them from the tray, is prevented. 
The metal forming the spacer is suficiently 
resilient topermit the body portion 15to be 
Imoved considerably out of its mormal angu 
lar relation with the foot, and yet return to 
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said normal relation when pressure thereon 
is Ireleased. IBy reason of this iresiliency, as 
the pressure tending to destroy the normal 
anglag relation isincreased, the binding 
action between the foot and the strip Will be Correspondingly indreased. 
Having thus explained the inature of my 

invention and described an operative man 
ner of Constructing and using the Saine, al 
though without attempting to Set forth all 
of the forms of its use, or al of the forms 
in whichit Imaybe unade, what I claim is:- 
The combination with a tray having a bot 

tom vall prowided with a uniformily flat 
surface throughoutits area, and a guide 
strip attached to said fiat Surface and hav 
ingits b0dy portion spaced theretrom, of 
a plturality of spacing menbers slidably 
inouited on said guide strip, each spacing 
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1nember comprising a strip of Sheet metal 
bent at Iright angles to provide a body por 
tion of approximately the same width as the 
guide stri), and to prowide a foot portion 
having laterally extended sheet metal por 
tions provided with inturned extremities co 
opeatiug with the bogy Iportion of tig oot t0 formi strip-engagingguide of suicient 
dialineter topermit slight vertical play, Said 
spacing inelmbers being positioned along the 
guide strip to separate inerchandise placed 
on both sides of the body portions thereof. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

Imy hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
IleSSeS. - 

- WIIJIJIAMI T. IH()IRMIS. 
Witinesses: - -- 

MARGARIT IREINIHARDI, 
MARGAREI MIEADE. 

Copies of this patent may be obitained for ive centa each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patoata, 
-- - Washington, ?. 0.” - - - 
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