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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in sectional containers and the pri-
mary object of the present invention is to-pro-
vide a plurality of substantially rectangular con-
‘tainers or cases that are so designed as to permit
the same to be nestled or stacked in a novel and
improved manner to prevent the same from over-
tipping.

Another important object of the present in-
vention is to provide a sectional container or
bottle case, of the commercial type, including a
pair of juxtaposed, substantially rectangular
bodies, and embodying novel and improved means
for detachably securing said bodies relative-to
each other whereby the same may be quickly
and readily assembled or disassembled in a con-
venient manner.

A further object of the present invention is
to provide s pair of substantially rectangular,
joined sections having their walls formed with
bearing strips that will support the lower por-
tions of a further pair of substantially rectangu-~
lar sections which are nestled in the first-men-
tioned sections.

A still further aim of the present invention ¢

is to provide a bottle case or sectional container
that is simple and practical in construction,
strong and reliable in use, neat and attractive
in appearance, small and compact in structure,

relatively inexpensive to manufacture, and other- 3

wise well adapted for the purposes for which the
same is intended.

Other objects and advantages reside in the
details of construction and operation as more

fully hereinafter described and claimed, refer- :

ence being had to the accompanying drawings
forming part hereof, wherein like numerals refer
to like parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the sectional

container constructed in accordance with the:

present invention;

Figure 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view
taken substantially on the plane of section line
2—2 of Figure 1; ;

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of Figure 1,

Figure 4 is a fragmentary, front elevational
view showing a plurality of the sectional con-
tainers arranged in stacked position;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of the
sections that is used in conjunction with the
present sectional container;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of one of the
end walls for the section illustrated in Figure 5;

Figure 7 is a perspective view of one of the
sections of the present sectional container in
slightly modified form; and

Figure 8 is a perspective view of one of the
end walls for the container illustrated in Figure 7.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, and
more particularly to Figures 1-6, inclusive, where-
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in for the purpose of illustration, there is dis-
closed one embodiment of the present. inven-
tion. The numeral {0 represents an upper mem-
ber or sectional container generally, thaf in-
cludes a pair of substantially rectangular bodies
or sections {2 and 14 which are formed of any .
suitable lightweight material, such as sheet metal,
aluminum or the like. k

The sections 12 and 14 each include a pair
of end walls designated generally by the numeral
{6 having upper and lower spaced parallel sec-
tions or panels 18 and 20 which are joined by
a -connecting strip or section 22 that is perpen-
dicular to the upper and lower: sections {8 and
20 and which forms a bearing surface or shoulder -
for a purpose which will later be more fully ap-
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The vertical side edges of the upper and lower
sections 18 and 20 are turned inwardly to pro-
vide upper and lower retaining flanges 24 and 26,
and the lower horizontal edge of the lower sec-
tions 20 of the end wall 16 are turned inwardly
and are undulated to provide lower retaining
flanges 28. R

The numeral 30 represents the bottom walls
for the sections 12 and {4, which include up-
wardly extending side pieces forming spaced par-
allel side walls 32 and 34 which are secured by
rivets, welding or the like to the side flanges
26 and 24 of the end walls 6. :

The bottom wall 30 is undulated to provide:a
plurality of spaced parallel bearing ribs 36 which
bear against and are secured to the undersur-
faces of the flanges 28 by any suitable means.

The upper section {8 of the side walls 16 and
the side walls 32 of the sections 12 and 14 are
notched as at 38 and 40, respectively, to provide
hand-grips or openings 42. )

The opposed side walls 32 of the sections i2
and .i4 are joined by a channel-shaped strip 44
integrally formed with the upper edge of the side
wall 32 of the section 14 that engages the upper
edge of the side wall 82 of the section (2. ‘

The side walls 32 of each section 12 and 14
include upper sections or portions 46 that bear
against each other, and lower sections or por-
tions 48 which are spaced parallel to each other
to provide a longitudinal opening 50.

The upper and lower portions 46 and 48 are
joined by longitudinal connecting strips or sec-
gions §2 that form bearing shoulders or sur-

aces.

The upper edges 54 of the side walls and end
walls are folded inwardly to provide rounded
portions that will eliminate sharp edges at the
upper open portion of the sections 12 and 14, and
a resilient, flexible and pliable pad of any suit- -
able material 56 is placed against the bottom

-wall 30 to support bottles or the like.

In practical use of the present invention, the
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sections §2 and {4 are joined as shown best in
Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings, so that the
openings 38 in the two containers or sections 12
and {4 will communicate to form an -elongated
hand-receiving opening for carrying the con-
tainers or the handling thereof.

An upper container 58 similar to the afore-
mentioned container 19 is then inserted into the
container {0 so that the upper portions 45 of
the side walls 32 will be received in the opening
between the lower portions £8 of the side walls
32 for the upper container 58 and the bottom
walls of the sections 12 and i4 for the upper
container 58 will be supported on the sections or
shoulders 22 and 52 of the lower container (8.
By using ‘the sections (2 and (4 independently,
the stack arrangement illustrated in Figure 4
may be accomplished, cr many other variations
in retaining the sections 12 and (4 relative to
each other in a conveniently accessible posi-
tion.

Reference is now directed ‘to Figures 7 and 8,
wherein there is disclosed the present invention
in slightly mogified form. In tHis embodiment,

the side walls 32 and 34 include upper and lower

end flanges 60 and 62 which overlie the cuter
Taces of the upper and lower spaced parallel por-
tions or sections 64 and 66 of the end walls 68, and
are fixed thereto by welding or the like. The
ends of the bottom wall 39 are previded with up-
standing flanges whieh are secured 4o the inner
faces of the lower portions 66 of the end walls §8.

The side walls and end walls of the containers
10, formed in accordance with the latest embodi-

ment, are joined and are associated in the same 3

manner as previously described and include the
supporting shoulders 72 and opening 74. »

The lewer portions 48 of the side walls §2 and
34 are formed with ventilating ang draining
apertures 16 so that any moisture or liquid ac~
cumulating in the containers will pass cutwardly
therefrom.

It should be noted that the structural differ-
ences between the section 70, illustrated in Fig-
ure 7, and the section 12, illustrated in Figure 5,
is the manner in which the end walls are joined
to the side walls, and all structural features of
the two containers or sections are similar.

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the acecompanying drawings, it
is believed that a clear understanding of the de-
vice will be quite apparent to these skilied in this
art. A more detailed description is accerdingly
deemed unnecessary.

It is to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein.shown and described a
breferred embodiment of the invention, the same
is susceptible to cerfain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what
claimed as new is: ' )

1. A sectional container comprising first and
second substantially rectangular bodies disposed
in side by side relationship, each of said bodies
having a bottom wall, a pair of end walls and
inner and outer side walls, said inner side walls
each having upper and lower sections that are
spaced parallel to each other and disposed one
above the other and a connecting section between
each of said upper and lower sections and per-
pendicular thereto, means carried by the upper
section of said first body engaging the upper sec-

is

tion of the second body and retaining the upper

sections of said bedies fixed relative to each other
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and in abutting relationship, the lower section of
said first body being spaced parallel to the lower
section of said second body to provide a longitu-
dinal opening, the outer side walls of said body
being flat and smoeoth.throughout their lengths
and widths.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the end
walls of said bodies are flush with each other,
said end walls being provided with communicat-
ing slots which together form hand-grips at both
ends of said bodies.

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein said
means includes a substantially channel-shaped
strip at the upper edge of the inner side wall of
said first body. o

4. The combination of claim 1 wherein said
bottom walls are undulated to provide a plu-
rality of spaced parallel, longitudinal bearing
ribs.

5. A sectional container comprising two sub-
stantially rectangular side by side bodies, each
of said bodies including inner and outer side
walls and a pair of end walls, the end walls of
said bodies including lower inwardly offset end
portions and the inner side walls of said bodies
also including inwardly offset lower end portions,
the upper end portions of said inner side walls
being vertical and flat and contacting each other
and the lower end portions of said inner side
walls being spaced parallel to each other, and
means joining the upper end portions of said
inner side walls. . ’

6. A sectional container comprising a -mem-
ber including a pair of side by side substantially
rectangular bodies each including a hottom wall,
a pair of end walls and inner and outer side
walls, said inner side walls each having upper
and lower secticns that are spaced parallel to
each other and disposed one above the other
and p, perpendicular section joining each of said
upper and lower sections, means carried by the
upper section of one of said inner side walls en-
gaging the upper section of the other inner side
wall to retain the inner side walls of the bodies
against each other, the lower secticns of said in-
ner side walls being spaced parallel to each other
to define an opening extending throughout the
length of the container, whereby the adjacent
outer side walls of a pair of side by side contain-
ers, similar to the first named container, may fit
between the lower sections of said inner side walls
with their upper edges supporting said perpen-
dicular sections, whereby a group of containers
nay ke arranged in staggered relationship.
DEXTER D. BALI..
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