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Storage System
BACKGROUND
[0001] Storage systems, such as storage shelves or racks, are used to arrange and store
various items. Storage systems are available in varying sizes and may be constructed using
different materials depending on the characteristics of the items to be stored thereon.
SUMMARY
[0002] In one embodiment, a storage system is provided that includes a top, a bottom, a
front, a back, a left side wall extending between the top and bottom, and a right side wall
opposite the left side wall and extending between the top and bottom. A storage area is
defined by the top, bottom, left and right side walls. The storage system includes a plurality
of full shelves located within the storage area and extending between the left and right side
walls, and a plurality of partial shelves located within the storage area, some of the plurality
of partial shelves extending from the left side wall into the storage area and some of the
plurality of partial shelves extending from the right side wall into the storage area. The
storage system further includes a skirt extending around at least a portion of a lower side of
the bottom of the storage system, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the front of
the storage system a first distance, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the back of
the storage system a second distance, the first distance being greater than the second
distance.
[0003] In another embodiment, a system is provided that includes a first and second
storage system. Each of the first and second storage systems comprising a top, a bottom, a
front, a back, a left side wall extending between the top and bottom, a right side wall opposite
the left side wall and extending between the top and bottom. A storage area is defined by
the top, bottom, left and right side walls. Each storage system having a plurality of full shelves
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located within the storage area and extending between the left and right side walls, and a
plurality of partial shelves located within the storage area, some of the plurality of partial
shelves extending from the left side wall into the storage area and some of the plurality of
partial shelves extending from the right side wall into the storage area. Each of the storage
systems further having a skirt extending around at least a portion of a lower side of the bottom
of the storage system, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the front of the storage
system a first distance, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the back of the storage
system a second distance, the first distance being greater than the second distance. The
first storage system is stacked atop the second storage system such that the bottom of the
first storage system abuts the top of the second storage system, and wherein skirt of the first
storage system at least partially overlaps the top of the second storage system about the
front, a left side, and a right side of the second storage system.

[0004] These and other features will be more clearly understood from the following

detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0005] For a more complete understanding of the present disclosure, reference is now
made to the following brief description, taken in connection with the accompanying drawings
and detailed description, wherein like reference numerals represent like parts.
[0006] FIG. 1isatop perspective view of a storage system according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure.
[0007] FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective view of the storage system according to one

embodiment of the present disclosure.
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[0008] FIG. 3 is a left side view of the storage system according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure.

[0009] FIG. 4 is a front view of the storage system according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0010] FIG. 5is a right side view of the storage system according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure.

[0011] FIG. 6is a back view of the storage system according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0012] FIG. 7 is a top view of the storage system according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0013] FIG. 8 is bottom view of the storage system according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0014] FIG. 9 is a side perspective view of the storage system according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0015] FIG. 10is aback perspective view of according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

[0016] FIG. 11 is a side perspective view of stacked storage systems according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0017] FIG. 12 is a side view of another embodiment of the storage system according to
one embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0018] FIG. 13 is a side view of stacked storage systems according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure.

[0019] FIG. 14 is a partial view of the storage system according to one embodiment of

the present disclosure.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] It should be understood at the outset that although illustrative implementations of
one or more embodiments are illustrated below, the disclosed systems and methods may be
implemented using any number of techniques, whether currently known or not yet in
existence. The disclosure should in no way be limited to the illustrative implementations,
drawings, and techniques illustrated below, but may be modified within the scope of the
appended claims along with their full scope of equivalents.

[0021] While the present disclosure may be discussed with regard to particular
applications in specific industries and with regard to storage of specific products, the present
disclosure is not so limited and the storage systems disclosed herein may be employed in a
wide variety of industries for storage of any suitable items. As merely one example of a
specific application of the present system, the food service industry and restaurants in
particular may find benefits to employing the present storage system because of the specific
challenges faced by these businesses. For example, many restaurants have a large number
of customer orders during peak periods, such as during lunch or dinner hours. In order to
prepare for these “peak” periods, it may be useful for restaurants to prepare or stage food in
advance of service to customers. Again, in one non-limiting example, restaurants that
prepare pizzas may find it efficient to prepare or partially prepare numerous pizzas before
these “peak” periods to reduce the final preparation time, such as cooking and packaging,
once customer orders are actually received. However, there are various considerations when
restaurants prepare and stage large numbers of items, such as pizzas. For example, storing
numerous prepared pizzas consumes considerable space, yet space in restaurant kitchens
and cold storage areas is limited. Further, the staged pizzas need to be easily visible and
accessible to the restaurant staff so the staff can quickly and accurately identify and retrieve
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the correct pre-prepared pizza when needed, for example, for cooking. Also, food items
should be stored in a manner that considers food safety requirements, such as being
covered. These are merely examples of considerations for the design of storage systems,
and in this specific example, systems that may store food items in restaurants. However,
these examples are not intended to limit or otherwise define the storage system of the
present disclosure. While the items to be stored in the storage system may be described, in
various examples, as food stuff, or more specifically pizzas, one skilled in the art will
appreciate that the present disclosure may be readily adapted to a myriad of other foods or
non-food items, all of which are within the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.

[0022] FIGS. 1 and 2 are perspective views of an embodiment of a storage system 10
according to the present disclosure. The storage system 10 includes a top 12 and a bottom
14 that are substantially uniform flat surfaces. However, in other embodiments, the top 12
and bottom 14 may be otherwise configured, such as grooved or ribbed to provide added
strength and structural support. The storage system 10 includes left and right side walls 16,
18, respectively. The top 12, bottom 14, and left and right side walls 16, 18 define a storage
area 19 within the storage system 10. A plurality of shelves 20 (20a and 20b) extend from
the left and right side walls 16, 18 into the storage area 19. Some of the shelves 20, such as
partial shelves 20a, extend only partially into the storage area 19 from the left and right side
walls 16, 18, while some of the shelves 20, such as full shelves 20b, extend entirely across
the storage area 19 between the left and right side walls 16, 18. Instead of every shelf 20
being a full shelf 20b, the partial shelves 20a are intermittently provided to allow for greater
visibility into the storage area 19 so that users can more readily identify the items stored

therein.
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[0023] The partial shelves 20b extend into the storage area 19 a first distance 22. The
first distance 22 may be determined based on the particular items being stored in the storage
system 10. For example, in this embodiment the first distance 22 is sized to accommodate
multiple sizes of round pizza pans, which will be discussed in greater detail below. The first
distance 22 may, for example, be sized such that the smallest size pan is supported on the
left side of the pan by a left side partial shelf 20a-1 and on the right side of the pan by a right
side partial shelf 20a-2. The total width or second distance 24 within the storage area 19
between left and right side walls 16, 18 may be sufficient to accommodate the largest size
pizza pan within the storage area 19. In this way, the shelves 20 may accommodate multiple
sized items, such as various sizes of pizza pans, which provides greater flexibility enabling
storage of a wider range of items.

[0024] In some embodiments, the full shelves 20b may be useful to provide overall
structural support for the storage system 10. Depending on size and weight of the items to
be stored, more or fewer full shelves 20b may be employed. In some embodiments, for
example to reduce construction cost and increase visibility, it may be advantageous to
employ a minimum number of full shelves 20b while still providing the appropriate structural
support for the storage system 10 when loaded with items. Since the full shelves 20b reduce
visibility, in some embodiments, the full shelves 20b may have a notch 26 or be partially
recessed along a front edge 28 between the left and right side walls 16, 18. The notch 26
may further enhance visibility while still providing sufficient structural support. Further, since
the shelves 20 are sized to fit, for example, a large pizza or pizza pan, the notch 26 may also
enhance the accessibility of small or medium size pizza or pizza pans located on the shelves

20.
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[0025] In this embodiment, the storage system 10 is shown with nine (9) shelves 20
which, taking into account the inside upper surface 30 of the bottom 14, provides ten (10)
storage locations. However, the storage system 10 may be sized to have any number of
shelves 20 in other embodiments. The distance or height 32 between the shelves 20 may
be determined based on the item being stored in the storage system 10. For example, the
height 32 might be sized to accommodate a pizza placed on a tray, which would account for
more shelves 20 in the storage system 10, while larger items might require more height 32
and thus fewer numbers of shelves 20.

[0026] Referring also to FIGS. 3-6, the storage system 10 also includes handles 34 (34a
and 34b), a left handle 34a mounted on the left side wall 16 and a right handle 34b mounted
on the right side wall 18. The handles 34 allow a user to readily grasp, lift, or move the
storage system 10. In this embodiment, both handles 34 are shown as mounted at about the
same height or vertical location relative to the top 12 and bottom 14. However, as can be
seen in FIGS. 3 and 5 as well as FIGS. 7-8, the handles 34 are offset with respect to one
another relative to a front 36 and back 38 of the storage system 10. For example, in this
embodiment, the left handle 34a is positioned forward relative to the front 36 of the storage
system 10, while the right handle 34b is positioned closer to the back 38 of the storage
system 10. The offset positioning of the handles 34 provides space savings in situations
where multiple storage systems 10 are positioned side-by-side. Instead of the handles 34 of
adjacent storage systems 10 abutting one-another, this offset positioning of the handles 34
allows, for example, for the left handle 34a of a first storage system 10 not to contact the
right handle 34b of a second storage system 10 adjacently located, and so on. Since space
may be at a premium in locations such as restaurant kitchens and coolers, the offset
positioning of the handles 34 may save valuable space. The handles 34 may be located
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elsewhere on the storage system 10 in other embodiments, such as not positioned offset as
described above. In this embodiment, the handles 34 are removeable which may provide
additional space savings when needed.

[0027] Referring to FIG. 6, a back view of the storage system 10 is shown. The full
shelves 20b can be seen as extending horizontally near the back 38 of the storage system
10, while vertical supports 40 are shown extending vertically between the top 12 and bottom
14. The vertical supports 40 may be included to provide further structural integrity and
support for the storage system 10. Further the vertical supports 40 prevent items on the
shelves 20, such as pizza pans or trays, from sliding out of the back 38 of the storage system
10. In some embodiments, the full shelves 20b may extend to the back 38 of the storage
system 10, while in other embodiments, the full shelves 20b may not extend completely to
the back 38 and instead be notched near the back 38, similar to notch 26.

[0028] Referring also to FIG. 4, notably, other than the vertical supports 40 along the
back 38, both the back 38 and front 36 of the storage system 10 are otherwise open or
unobstructed, which may promote circulation of air for cooling or warming the items stored
on the shelves 20 and may also be useful for cleaning the storage system 10. For example,
in some embodiments, the storage system 10 may be sized so that storage system 10 may
be placed in a commercial dishwasher for cleaning. Since the front 36 and back 38 are
generally open, water or cleaning fluid may readily flow, unimpeded, from front 36 to back
38, or vice versa, through the storage area 19 to sanitize the storage system 10. Sanitization
of the storage system 10 may be necessary in applications where food safety or other
considerations apply. Furthermore, provisioning the storage system 10 with numerous partial

shelves 20a, which provide more openness within the storage area 19 relative to the full
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shelves 20b, further enables water or cleaning fluids to readily flow through and clean the
storage system 10 during dishwashing.

[0029] As can also be seen in FIGS. 4 and 6, gussets 42 may be used, in some
embodiments, to provide further support of the connection of the shelves 20 to the left and
right side walls 16, 18. Further, round pizza pans may have raised edges on the side that
provide sufficient height to clear or raise above an angled portion 43 the gussets 42. Thus,
in applications with such pizza pans, the gussets 42 do not interfere with or reduce the width-
wise size of items to be stored and items may utilize the entire storage area 19 between the
left and right side walls 16, 18 on each shelf 20.

[0030] As can be seen in this embodiment, the left and right side walls 16, 18 provide a
solid barrier, which increases the structural stability of the storage system 10, but does not
otherwise interfere with the cleanability of the storage system 10 due to the open design of
the front 36 and back 38. Further the solid barriers provided by the left and right side walls
16, 18 may inhibit the flow of air which may be useful to prevent items, such as pizza dough
for example, from drying out by being exposed to excessive amounts of airflow. As can be
seen, the overall design of the storage system 10 provides for structural integrity and
promotes cleanability, while not allowing excess airflow to negatively impact the items stored
therein.

[0031] Referring to FIGS. 1-2 and 7-8, it can be seen that the front 36 of the storage
system 10 is generally flat and perpendicular to the left and right side walls 16, 18, while the
back 38 includes rounded edges 44. Although squared edges may be used in other
embodiments, the rounded edges 44 may reduce construction materials and cost, and
further enable the storage system 10 to more easily slide or fit into tighter locations than
squared edges. Further, in embodiments where the items to be stored are generally round
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or rounded, such as round pizza pans and pizzas, the rounded edges 44 may provide these
benefits without losing any usable storage space. Further, it can be seen that the top 12 is
rounded which protects or covers the top of rounded items, such as food, which may be
useful for food safety, as one example. As can be seen in FIGS. 3 and 5, the rounded top
12 includes a lip 45 that extends from the back 38 beyond the vertical supports 40, while the
bottom 14 remains flush along the back 38 with the vertical supports 40. This shortened
length, from front 36 to back 38, of the bottom 14 relative to the top 12, reduces the overall
foot-print or floor space consumed by the storage system 10 given the angled disposition of
the storage system 10, as will be discussed in greater detail below. In situations where the
storage system 10 may be located in areas where space is limited, maximizing the storage
area 19 available for items, such as pizzas and pizza pans, while minimizing the overall
dimensions of the storage system 10 is beneficial.

[0032] As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, the bottom 14 of the storage system 10 may be
provided with a skirt 46. The skirt 46 may extend partially around the edge of the bottom 14
and is larger or extends farther from the bottom 14 near the front 36 of the storage system
10 and gradually decreases and becomes flush with the bottom 14 near the back 38 of the
bottom 14. The configuration of the skirt 46 thus angles or tilts the storage system 10 toward
the back 38 such that the shelves 20 and top 12 of the storage system are generally
backwardly angled when the storage system 10 is placed on a flat surface or ground. Thus,
items positioned in the shelves 20 tend to gravitate or slide backward in the shelves 20. The
skirt 46 may be configured to create an angle of one degree (1°) more or less in some
embodiments, or greater or less than one degree (1°) in other embodiments, or two degrees
(2°) or less in still other embodiments. Since the storage system 10 may be moved or
transported, for example by lifting, rolling on a dolly or cart with rollers, or otherwise, items
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may tend to slide out of the front 36 when the storage system 10 is bumped, tilted, or abruptly
stopped. Thus, by angling the storage system 10 lower toward the back 38, items on the
shelves 20 are less likely to slide out of the front 36 of the storage system 10.

[0033] FIGS. 9and 10illustrate a front and back view, respectively, of the storage system
10. In these illustrations, a plurality of trays 50 are shown positioned on shelves 20. The trays
50 are, in this example, round pans or trays 50 such as pizza pans. As can be seen in FIG.
9, the trays 50 are generally covered near a tray front 52 of the trays 50 by the top 12 along
the front 36 of the storage system 10. Similarly, FIG. 10 illustrates the trays 50 being
generally covered near a tray back 54 of the trays 50 along the back 38 of the storage system
10. The rounded edges 44 along the back 38 of the storage system 10 notably conform to
and cover the trays 50 due to the rounded configuration of the trays 50.

[0034] FIG. 11 illustrates multiple storage systems 10 stacked on one another. In this
embodiment, a first storage system 10A is shown stacked atop a second storage system
10B. Although two (2) storage systems 10 are shown, one stacked on another, any number
of storage systems 10 may be stacked on one another. The bottom 14 and skirt 46 of each
of the storage systems 10A and 10B are sized so that when the first storage system 10A is
stacked on top of the second storage system 10B, the skirt 46 of the top or first storage
system 10A extends over and around the top 12 of the bottom or second storage system
10B. Referring also to FIG. 12, in this way, the skirt 46 of the bottom or second storage
system 10B creates an angle 56, such as 1 degree relative to a ground plane 58 along a
surface or ground 60, to backwardly angle the disposition of the bottom or second storage
system 10B, but the skirt 46 mating of the top or first storage system 10A does not further
exaggerate the angle 56 of subsequently stacked storage systems 10. This top 12, bottom
14, skirt 46 configuration and mating causes the 1 degree angle to be maintained regardless
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of the number of stacked storage systems 10. It will be appreciated that even at a one degree
(19 angle, when multiple stacked storage systems 10 are positioned against a wall, for
example, the top 12 back 38 of the top most storage system 10 would abut the wall while the
bottom 14 back 38 of the lowest storage system 10 would be located away from the wall.
Thus, the skirt 46 configuration maintains the about one degree (1°) angle throughout
stacked storage systems 10 while not wasting excess space behind the stacked storage
systems 10 that would otherwise be lost by ever increasing the angle in absence of this
overlapping skirt 46 configuration. Further, because skirt 46 extends over the top 12 of a
lower or second storage system 10B, additional space or height may be provided for the top
shelf 20 of the second storage system 10B so that the top shelf 20 has the same clearance
or overall height as the other shelves 20 given the overlap of the skirt 46 of the first storage
system 10A stacked above. Again, while this space savings may be relatively minor, in areas
such as walk-in coolers, standup coolers or retarders, and other locations and systems in
restaurants or other constrained space locations, this may save valuable space. FIG. 13
illustrates a side view of the first and second storage systems 10A and 10B shown stacked
one atop the other to further illustrate the angled disposition of multiple stacked storage
systems 10.

[0035] FIG. 14 is a partial view of an embodiment of the storage system 10. As can be
seen in FIG. 14, a depth or height 62 of the skirt 46 is greater near the front 36 of the storage
system 10 and gradually diminishes toward the back 38 of the storage system 10. This
configuration provides for the backwardly angled disposition of the storage system 10 as
discussed above. Again, while the skirt 46 is configured to provided an angle of about one
degree (1°), the skirt 46 may be configured to provided a greater or lesser angle, in other
embodiments.

12
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[0036] The storage system 10 may be constructed from various materials such as steel,
plastic, or other known materials. In some embodiments, the storage system 10 may be
formed by injection molding using polymeric materials such as co-polymer polypropylene.
[0037] In one embodiment, a storage system is provided that includes a top, a bottom, a
front, a back, a left side wall extending between the top and bottom, and a right side wall
opposite the left side wall and extending between the top and bottom. A storage area is
defined by the top, bottom, left and right side walls. The storage system includes a plurality
of full shelves located within the storage area and extending between the left and right side
walls, and a plurality of partial shelves located within the storage area, some of the plurality
of partial shelves extending from the left side wall into the storage area and some of the
plurality of partial shelves extending from the right side wall into the storage area. The
storage system further includes a skirt extending around at least a portion of a lower side of
the bottom of the storage system, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the front of
the storage system a first distance, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the back of
the storage system a second distance, the first distance being greater than the second
distance.

[0038] In some embodiments, the first distance is greater than the second difference of
the skirt such that at least one of the top or the plurality of full and partial shelves angle
backwardly from the front of the storage system toward the back of the storage system at an
angle of about two degrees (2°) or less. In other embodiments, the first distance is greater
than the second difference of the skirt such that the top of the storage system angles
backwardly from the front of the storage system toward the back of the storage system at an

angle of about one degree (1°).
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[0039] In some embodiments, the plurality of full shelves include a notched portion
adjacent the front of the storage system such that a left and a right side of each of the plurality
of full shelves extends a first shelf distance from adjacent the front to adjacent the back of
the storage system, and wherein the notch portion is located between the left and right sides
and extends a second shelf distance from adjacent the front to adjacent the back of the
storage system, the first shelf distance being greater than the second shelf distance. While
in other embodiments, a first of the plurality of partial shelves is located above a first of the
plurality of full shelves, and a second of the plurality of partial shelves is located below the
first of the plurality of full shelves. In still other embodiments, at least a first of the plurality of
full shelves is located above a first and a second of the plurality of partial shelves and wherein
a second of the plurality of full shelves is located below the first and second of the plurality
of partial shelves.

[0040] In some embodiments, the storage system further includes a first handle located
on an outside of the right side wall, and a second handle located on an outside of the left
side wall. In other embodiments, the first and second handles are removable. In still other
embodiments, the first handle is located on the right side wall a first handle distance from the
front of the storage system, and wherein the second handle is located on the left side wall a
second handle distance from the front of the storage system, wherein the first and second
handle distances are different.

[0041] In some embodiments, the storage system is configured to stack atop a second
storage system such that the skirt of the storage system is configured to at least partially
overlap a top of the second storage about a front, a left side, and a right side of the second
storage system when the top of the second storage system is sized substantially similar to
the top of the storage system. In other embodiments, the skirt is sized to and extends
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adjacent the bottom of the storage system about the first side, the second side, and the front
of the storage system to receive a top portion of a second substantially similar storage
system.

[0042] Insome embodiments, afirst and second storage system may be stacked. In such
cases, wherein the first distance is greater than the second difference of the skirt such that
at least one of the tops or the plurality of full and partial shelves of the first and second
storage systems angle backwardly from the front of the first and second storage systems
toward the back of the first and second storage systems at an angle of about one degree
(1°).

[0043] In some embodiments, the plurality of full shelves include a notched portion
adjacent the front of the first and second storage systems such that a left and a right side of
each of the plurality of full shelves extends a first shelf distance from adjacent the front to
adjacent the back of the first and second storage systems and wherein the notch portion is
located between the left and right sides and extends a second shelf distance from adjacent
the front to adjacent the back of the first and second storage systems, the first shelf distance
being greater than the second shelf distance. In other embodiments, for each of the first and
second storage systems a first of the plurality of partial shelves is located above a first of the
plurality of full shelves, and a second of the plurality of partial shelves is located below the
first of the plurality of full shelves. In still other embodiments, for each of the first and second
storage systems at least a first of the plurality of full shelves is located above a first and a
second of the plurality of partial shelves and wherein a second of the plurality of full shelves
is located below the first and second of the plurality of partial shelves.

[0044] In other embodiments, the first and second storage systems further include a first
handle located on an outside of the right side wall, and a second handle located on an
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outside of the left side wall. The first and second handles may be removable. In some
embodiments, the first handle is located on the right side wall a first handle distance from the
front of the first and second storage systems and wherein the second handle is located on
the left side wall a second handle distance from the front of the first and second storage
systems, wherein the first and second handle distances are different.

[0045] In some embodiments, each of the first and second storage systems further
include a first and second back support members extending along the back between the top
and the bottom, the first support member adjacent the right side and the second support
member adjacent the left side, and wherein the top is substantially straight along the back
between the first and second support members and curved between the first support
member and the right side and the second support member and the left side.

[0046] In some embodiments, each of the first and second storage systems further
comprise a plurality of gussets each connected adjacent the right and left side walls coupled
to support each of the plurality of full and partial shelves.

[0047] While several embodiments have been provided in the present disclosure, it
should be understood that the disclosed systems and methods may be embodied in many
other specific forms without departing from the spirit or scope of the present disclosure. The
present examples are to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive, and the intention is
not to be limited to the details given herein. For example, the various elements or
components may be combined or integrated in another system or certain features may be
omitted or not implemented.

[0048] Also, techniques, systems, subsystems, and methods described and illustrated in
the various embodiments as discrete or separate may be combined or integrated with other
systems, modules, techniques, or methods without departing from the scope of the present
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disclosure. Other items shown or discussed as directly coupled or communicating with each
other may be indirectly coupled or communicating through some interface, device, or
intermediate component, whether electrically, mechanically, or otherwise. Other examples
of changes, substitutions, and alterations are ascertainable by one skilled in the art and could

be made without departing from the spirit and scope disclosed herein.
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CLAIMS
What is claimed is:
1. A storage system, comprising:

a top, a bottom, a front, and a back;

a left side wall extending between the top and bottom;

a right side wall opposite the left side wall and extending between the top and
bottom:

a storage area defined by the top, bottom, left and right side walls;

a plurality of full shelves located within the storage area and extending between
the left and right side walls;

a plurality of partial shelves located within the storage area, some of the plurality
of partial shelves extending from the left side wall into the storage area and some of the
plurality of partial shelves extending from the right side wall into the storage area; and

a skirt extending around at least a portion of a lower side of the bottom of the
storage system, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the front of the storage system
a first distance, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the back of the storage system

a second distance, the first distance being greater than the second distance.

2. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the first distance is greater than the
second difference of the skirt such at least one of the top or the plurality of full and partial
shelves angle backwardly from the front of the storage system toward the back of the storage

system at an angle of about two degrees (2°) or less.
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3. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the first distance is greater than the
second difference of the skirt such that the top of the storage system angles backwardly from
the front of the storage system toward the back of the storage system at an angle of about

one degree (1°).

4. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of full shelves include a
notched portion adjacent the front of the storage system such that a left and a right side of
each of the plurality of full shelves extends a first shelf distance from adjacent the front to
adjacent the back of the storage system and wherein the notch portion is located between
the left and right sides and extends a second shelf distance from adjacent the front to
adjacent the back of the storage system, the first shelf distance being greater than the

second shelf distance.

5. The storage system of claim 1, wherein a first of the plurality of partial shelves is
located above a first of the plurality of full shelves, and a second of the plurality of partial

shelves is located below the first of the plurality of full shelves.

6. The storage system of claim 1, wherein at least a first of the plurality of full shelves
is located above a first and a second of the plurality of partial shelves and wherein a second
of the plurality of full shelves is located below the first and second of the plurality of partial

shelves.
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7. The storage system of claim 1, further comprising:
a first handle located on an outside of the right side wall; and

a second handle located on an outside of the left side wall.

8. The storage system of claim 7, wherein the first and second handles are
removable.
9. The storage system of claim 7, wherein the first handle is located on the right side

wall a first handle distance from the front of the storage system and wherein the second
handle is located on the left side wall a second handle distance from the front of the storage

system, wherein the first and second handle distances are different.

10. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the storage system is configured to stack
atop a second storage system such that the skirt of the storage system is configured to at
least partially overlap a top of the second storage about a front, a left side, and a right side
of the second storage system when the top of the second storage system is sized

substantially similar to the top of the storage system.

11. The storage system of claim 1, wherein the skirt is sized to and extends adjacent

the bottom of the storage system about the first side, the second side, and the front of the

storage system to receive a top portion of a second substantially similar storage system.
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12. A system, comprising:
a first and second storage system, each comprising:

a top, a bottom, a front, and a back;

a left side wall extending between the top and bottom;

a right side wall opposite the left side wall and extending between the
top and bottom;

a storage area defined by the top, bottom, left and right side walls;

a plurality of full shelves located within the storage area and extending
between the left and right side walls;

a plurality of partial shelves located within the storage area, some of the
plurality of partial shelves extending from the left side wall into the storage area
and some of the plurality of partial shelves extending from the right side wall into
the storage area; and

a skirt extending around at least a portion of a lower side of the bottom
of the storage system, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the front of the
storage system a first distance, the skirt extending from the bottom adjacent the
back of the storage system a second distance, the first distance being greater than
the second distance;

wherein the first storage system is stacked atop the second storage

system such that the bottom of the first storage system abuts the top of the second storage
system, and wherein the skirt of the first storage system at least partially overlaps the top of
the second storage system about the front, a left side, and a right side of the second storage

system.
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13. The system of claim 12, wherein the first distance is greater than the second
difference of the skirt such that at least one of the tops or the plurality of full and partial
shelves of the first and second storage systems angle backwardly from the front of the first
and second storage systems toward the back of the first and second storage systems at an

angle of about one degree (1°).

14, The system of claim 12, wherein the plurality of full shelves include a notched
portion adjacent the front of the first and second storage systems such that a left and a right
sides of each of the plurality of full shelves extends a first shelf distance from adjacent the
front to adjacent the back of the first and second storage systems and wherein the notch
portion is located between the left and right sides and extends a second shelf distance from
adjacent the front to adjacent the back of the first and second storage systems, the first shelf

distance being greater than the second shelf distance.

15. The system of claim 12, wherein for each of the first and second storage systems
a first of the plurality of partial shelves is located above a first of the plurality of full shelves,
and a second of the plurality of partial shelves is located below the first of the plurality of full

shelves.

16. The system of claim 12, wherein for each of the first and second storage systems
at least a first of the plurality of full shelves is located above a first and a second of the
plurality of partial shelves and wherein a second of the plurality of full shelves is located

below the first and second of the plurality of partial shelves.
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17. The system of claim 12, wherein each of the first and second storage system
further comprise:
a first handle located on an outside of the right side wall; and

a second handle located on an outside of the left side wall.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the first and second handles are removable.

19. The system of claim 17, wherein the first handle is located on the right side wall a
first handle distance from the front of the first and second storage systems and wherein the
second handle is located on the left side wall a second handle distance from the front of the
first and second storage systems, wherein the first and second handle distances are

different.

20. The system of claim 12, wherein each of the first and second storage systems
further comprise:

a first and second back support members extending along the back between the
top and the bottom, the first support member adjacent the right side and the second support
member adjacent the left side; and

wherein the top is substantially straight along the back between the first and
second support members and curved between the first support member and the right side

and the second support member and the left side.
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