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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
DE WITT BRUCE, OF PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS. 

OBACCO-PIPE. 

No. 894,480. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented July 28, 1908. 
Application filed October 30, 1907, Serial No. 399,828. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DE WITT BRUCE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Pitts 
field, county of Berkshire, State of Massachu 
setts, have invented a new and useful To 
bacco-Pipe, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 

This invention has for its object to provide 
a novel pipe for smokers' use, which shall be 
inexpensive to make, strong and durable and 
easy to take apart and put together. 
With these ends in view I have devised the 

simple and novel tobacco pipe, of which the 
following description in connection with the 
accompanying drawing is a specification, 
reference characters being used to indicate 
the several parts. 

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of one 
form of my novel pipe complete; Fig. 2 an 
end elevation, on an enlarged scale, of the 
center-piece and cleaner or reamer detached; 
Fig. 3 a longitudinal section of the center 
piece detached; Fig. 4 a perspective of the 
plug detached; Fig. 5 an elevation, partly in 
section, of the cleaner or reamer detached; 
Fig. 6 a longitudinal section of a variant 
form of my novel pipe, the center-piece and 
cleaner being in elevation; and Fig. 7 is an 
end view of the center-piece as seen from the 
left in Fig. 6, detached. 

10 denotes the bowl which may be of any 
ordinary or preferred configuration, and 11 a 
shank shown as formed integral with the bowl 
and provided with the usual longitudinal 
opening 12 and with a recess 13 in its outer 
end which may be threaded, as in Fig. 1, or 
unthreaded, as in Fig. 6, as preferred. 

14 denotes the stem which is provided with 
a longitudinal opening 15, the outer end of 
said opening being preferably reduced as at 16. 
The shank and stem are detachably se 

cured together by means of a center-piece 17 
having on opposite sides hubs 18 and 19, re 
spectively, and provided with a longitudinal 
opening 20 through it. At the base of the 
stem is a recess 21 which is preferably 
threaded, as shown, and is engaged by a 
thread 22 on hub 19. Hub 18 may be pro 
vided with a thread 23, as in Figs. 1 and 3, to 
engage a corresponding thread in recess 13 in 
the shank or said hub may be smooth if pre 
ferred, as in Figs. 6 and 7, and made to just 
fit recess 13 with a frictional engagement 
when said recess is unthreaded. 
24 denotes a ferrule or band which I pref 

The middle portion of the centerpiece is of 
a size so that it can be grasped to enable the 
user to move the parts relatively as herein 
after described. 
The vitally important feature of the pres 

ent invention is the cleaner or reamer, indi 
cated by 25. This cleaner is made from 
sheet metal or other suitable material shaped 
to semi-circular form and preferably pro 
vided with beveled ends, as at 26. The 
cleaner extends practically the entire length 
of both the shank and the stem, the open 
ings in which are in alinement with the open 
ing in the center-piece. The cleaneris shown 
as made in a single jointless piece which ex 
tends through the center-piece and is rigidly 
secured to the center-piece by means of a plug 
27 which may be semi-circular, as shown, or 
tubular and is preferably made slightly taper 
ing (see Fig. 4). 

in assembling, the cleaner when properly 
located in the center-piece is locked in place 
by means of the plug. The stem is prefer 
ably secured to the center-piece by a thread 
ed connection and the center-piece may be 
secured to the shank by either a threaded or 
frictional connection, as in Figs. 1 and 6, re 
spectively. In use, the rotation of the stem 
on the cleaner in removing the stem from the 
center-piece causes the cleaner to remove 
from the opening in the stem and carry with 
it all the tarry matter that has collected in 
the stem. Likewise, when the center-piece 
and shank are rotated relatively to each 
other in detaching the center-piece from the 
shank, the cleaner will collect and carry with 
it all the tarry matter that has collected in 
the shank, thus leaving the stem and shank 
relatively clean. The center-piece and 
cleaner may be easily cleaned by means of 
hot water or alcohol. 

I thus provide a simple, inexpensive and 
practically self-cleaning pipe as all of the 
tarry matter that has collected in the shank 
and the stem is necessarily removed there 
from in detaching said parts from the center 
piece by which the cleaner is carried. 

I do not claim herein the centerpiece hav 
ing a size relatively to the stem and shank to 
enable it to be grasped when the parts of the 
pipe are assembled, said center-piece having 
cleaner members extending in both direc 
tions through the stem and shank so that the 
center-piece may be held while either the 
stem or the shank is rotated relatively to the 

erably provide at the outer end of the stem. cleaner members, as the same forms the sub 
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ject matter of an application Serial Number 
421,776, filed by me March 18, 1908. 

Having thus described my invention I 
claim: 

1. A pipe comprising a shank, a stem, a 
center-piece having a portion which may be 
grasped to rotate it, and also having portions 
for detachable connection with the shank and 
stem, said shank, stem, and center-piece hav 
ing longitudinal openings in alinement, and a 
semi-circular cleaner removably secured to 
the center-piece and extending in both direc 
tions to engage the openings in the shank 
and stem, whereby said parts are effectually 
cleaned by rotation in detaching them from 
the center-piece. s 

2. A pipe comprising a shank, a stem, a 
center-piece to which said parts are detach 
ably secured, said shank, stem and center 
piece having longitudinal openings in aline 
ment, an integral semi-circular cleaner which 
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passes through the center-piece and engages 
the openings in the shank and stem, and a 
plug by which the cleaner is locked to the center-piece. 

3. A pipe of the character described com 
prising a shank, a stem and a center-piece 
having a middle portion substantially the 
same size diametrically as the shank and 
stem and having threaded ends to which the 
shank and stem are respectively connected, 
said parts having longitudinal openings in 
alinement, and a semi-circular cleaner re 
movably secured to the center piece and ex 
tending in both directions to engage the : 
openings in the shank and stem. 

In testimony whereof I afliX my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. 

DE WITT BRUCE. 
Witnesses: 

M. B. WARNER, 
B. F. PARKER. 
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