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This invention relates to a collapsible book 
holder or reading rack. 
* It is an object of the invention to provide a 
collapsible book holder which can be readily 
collapsed. 

It is a further object of the invention to 
provide a book holder which folds into a mini 
mum compass for shipment. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
wide a collapsible book holder, which upon being 
Set up maintains its condition without the use 
of catches, latches, or similar unreliable devices. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a collapsible book holder which is stable 
when supporting a book or other article. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a collapsible book holder which, for 
purposes of economy in manufacture, has a 
minimum number of parts and which entails 
in its manufacture a minimum of forming and assembling operations. 
This invention possesses many other advan 

tages and has Other objects which may be made 
more easily apparent from a consideration of one 
embodiment of the invention. For this purpose 
there is shown a form in the drawing accom 
panying and forming part of the present specifi 
cation. This form will now be described in detail, 
illustrating the general principles of the inven 
tion; but it is to be understood that this detailed 
description is not to be taken in a limiting sense, 
since the scope of the invention is best defined 
in the appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a collapsible 

book holder in a position for use. 
Figure 2 is a side elevation thereof, additionally 

showing, in dotted outlines, the collapsed position 
of the movable parts. 

Figure 3 is a front elevation of the device in 
collapsed condition; and, 

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary Section 
taken on line 4-4 of Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawing, the bookholder com 
prises an upright back supporting member 9, 
of any convenient construction, shown in this 
embodiment as a bent and welded wire construc 
tion, generally flat in aspect, with side members 
lf bent in Wardly at Some distance from the lower 
edge, as at 2, and provided with feet 3 prefer 
ably formed of the wire composing the side mem 
berS. 

Pivotally supported upon the upright back Sup 
porting member 9, in a manner hereinafter de 
scribed, is a shelf f4, whose construction is a 

5 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

generally plane figure, as clearly shown in 
Figures 2 and 3, its side members 4a having out 
Wardly extending portions 5. The front of said 
shelf is provided with portions 6 bent out of 
the plane So as to form means to restrain the 
lower end of a book or other article When the 
shelf is in the position shown in Figure. 2. 
Also pivoted to the back supporting member 
0 is a base member 7, generally U-shaped in 

configuration, its side members 7d having out 
Wardly extending portions 8. - - - 

Suitably fastened, as by welding, to the side 
members of the upright back supporting mem 
ber 0 are brackets 9 of a construction shown 
clearly in Figures 3 and 4. Each of these brackets 
9 is shown as being in the form of a metal 

Stamping having an angular depression 23 formed, 
therein to receive a portion of a side member. 
and an inwardly extending portion 2 of the 
back Supporting member 10. Said brackets are 
provided. With apertures 2 and 22 for receiving 
the portions 5 and 8, respectively. It should 
be noted that the apertures are in portions of 
the brackets not in the same plane, and that 
One is above the other on the height of the back 
Supporting member 0, as shown in Figuire. 4. 
Furthermore, the apertures 2 and 22 of each 
bracket are on opposite sides of a side member 
ff, and above and below a horizontal portion 2 
of the back supporting member. . 
With this construction set forth, the operation 

of the device should be apparent. In Figure 3 
the device is shown in folded position, and at 
tention is directed to the fact that the back sup. 
port O, shelf 4, and base member 7 nest to 
gether, due to the offset relation of the aper 
tures in the brackets 9, and that the shelf por 
tions 6 can enter into spaces provided between 
the sides and the center construction of the 
back Supporting member. 
To open the device for use, it is only necessary 

to Swing the base member 7 approximately 270 
degrees about its pivots, it being prevented from 
turning farther by the engagement of its sides 
fla with the under sides of the horizontal por 
tions 2 of the back Support. At the same time, 
the shelf member 4 is lowered about its pivots, 
and is prevented from lowering beyond an ap 
proximately horizontal position by the engage 
ment of its side members 4a with the horizontal 
portions 2, or the upper surfaces 9a, on the 
bracket 9. The V-shaped construction 4b in . 
the shelf, best shown in Figure 3, is such as to 
provide an added support for a book or other 
article, and insures against slippage of a book or 



2 
the like through the space between the shelf 
front and the back support, while at the same 
time permitting clearance between the shelf and 
the other parts during folding or opening of the 
device. 

It should be noted that the construction shown 
allows of ready assembly during manufacture, 
for, once the brackets are fastened to the back 
supporting members, the base and shelf can be 
readily slipped into place by Springing their sides 
together, and releasing them in the apertures in 
the bracketS. 
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1. A collapsible book rest comprising an up 
right Supporting member, a base. member Se 
cured to Said Supporting member, and a shelf 
secured to said supporting member, said base 
member and said shelf member being separately 
hinged to said upright member on opposite sides 
thereof for pivoting movement to a position sub 
stantially adjacent each other and the supporting 
member, and said upright member being pro 
Vided with a horizontal portion engaging por 
tions of the shelf and base member when in op 
erative position, whereby upon opening the de 
Vice the shelf member and the base member lie 
on the Opposite sides of the upright member and 
are restrained from further movement by the up 
right member. 

2. A collapsible bookholder comprising an up 
right Supporting member having a horizontal 
portion, a shelf member hinged to the upright 
Supporting member on one side of the horizontal 
portion, a base member hinged to the upright 
member on the other side of the horizontal por 
tion, Said horizontal portion preventing move 
ment of both the base member and the shelf 
member beyond a certain point as the bookholder 
is opened for use, said base member and said 
shelf member being arranged for pivoting move 
ment to a position substantially adjacent each 
other and the supporting member. 

3. In a collapsible bookholder, an upright Sup 
porting member, a U-shaped shelf member, and 
a U-shaped base member, said U-shaped mem 
bers being of such a size that one can nest with 
in the other, and means pivoting each of said 
U-shaped members to said upright member in 
nesting relation to each other and the upright 
Supporting member, and means on said upright 
member engaging each of Said U-shaped mem 
berS upon pivotal movement of each of said 
U-shaped members to positions at an angle to 
Said upright member on opposite sides thereof. 

2,250,808 
4. A collapsible bookholder comprising an up 

right supporting member including two upright 
side members, a shelf member, and a base mem 
ber, Said base member and shelf member being 
generally U-shaped, and means pivoting said 
base member and said shelf member to the up 
right Supporting member within the space de 
fined by the said upright side members and One 
within the other, whereby upon folding move 
ment said upright member and said U-shaped 
members nest Substantially with each other, and 
stop means on said upright member engaging 
each of Said U-shaped members upon pivoting 
of said members each to a position at an angle 
to the upright member and on opposite sides 
thereof. 

5. In a collapsible bookholder, an upright Sup 
porting member comprising two upright side 
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members and an upright central member, means 
Supporting said member in an upright position, 
a shelf member generally U-shaped but with 
portions bent out of the plane of the U, means 
pivoting the shelf member to the upright mem 
ber approximately in the plane thereof, the shelf 
member being within the space defined by the 
Side members of the upright member, whereby 
the shelf member can pivot to a position approxi 
mately coplanar with the upright member, the 
bent portions of the shelf member entering the 
Spaces between the central upright member and 
the Side upright members, and stop means on 
Said upright Supporting member engaging said 
Shelf member when said shelf member is at an 
angle to Said upright member. 

6. In a collapsible bookholder, an upright sup 
porting member comprising two upright side 
members and an upright central member, means 
Supporting said member in an upright position, 
a shelf member pivoted to the upright supporting 
member to one side of the plane thereof com 
prising two leg members extending through the 
plane of the upright members and a connecting 
member on the ends of the leg members, said 
connecting member having portions extending 
towards the axis of the pivot opposite the space 
between the upright side and central supporting 
members, and a portion extending away from the 
axis of the pivot, opposite the central member, 
and stop means on said upright member engag 
ing Said shelf member upon pivotal movement of 
Said shelf member to an angle to said upright 
member. 
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