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which said boats pass in their course through 

sprocket-Wheel R. Fig. 7 is a side elevation 

No. 728,894. 

UNITED STATES 
featented May 26, 1903. 

PATENT OFFICE. 
THOMAS FOI, KS, OF TO LED O, OIII O. 

A MUSEMENT APPARATUS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 728,894, dated May 26, 1903. 
Application filed March 16, 1903. Serial No. 148,129. (No model.) 

To all whoT), it in Gulf concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS FOLKS, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Toledo, 
in the county of Lucas and State of Ohio, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Amusement Apparatus, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to an amusement ap 

paratus wherein persons can be conveyed in 
boats over a course of Water contained in an 
inclined canal or flume in the course of which 
is constructed one or more inclines having an 
ascending track and a descending track over 

said canal or flume, in which a current has 
been obtained and can be maintained for an 
desired time by the assistance of a paddle 
wheel or any other desired means. 
The invention consists in the novel features 

of construction and operation hereinafter set 
forth and described, and more particularly 
pointed out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the following description like letters re 
fer to like parts in the several views. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan 
of invention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation show 
ing incline. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of as 
cending track W and base H and its connec 
tions, together with endless chain K. Fig. 4 
is a plan of foot Hand its connections. Fig. 
5 is a side elevation of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a sec 
tion of flume P and foot H at its beginning, 
showing lever F, connecting-rod E, chainway 
T, guide - plates V, cams G, shaft a, and 

of boat, showing hinge N, with finger J, con 
nected with endless chain K; Fig. 8, a view of 
stern of boat provided with hinge N, having 
finger J. 

In my invention an inclined endless flume 
P is provided, the drop in said flume being 
about two inches to each one hundred feet in 
length, which unavoidably causes a lower 
level A and an upper level B where said 
flume is joined. In the course of said flume 
an incline A is built, having an ascending 
track W and a descending track Y, the lower 
end of said ascending track and the lower 
end of said descending track being built di 
rectly in said flume. A base or foot His piv 
otally connected to the lower end of said as 
cending track W by means of hinges M and 

provided with lever D, connecting-rod E, le 
ver F, shaft a, cams G, counterbalance L, 
sprocket-wheel R, chainway T, and guide 
plates V. At the top of said incline A' is 
fixed a sprocket-wheel S. An endless chain 
Kpasses up the ascending track W and over 
said sprocket-wheel S, down the under side 
of said incline, and around sprocket-wheel R. 
In the operation of my invention the flume 

P is about half filled with water, into which 
a boat having hinge N, with finger J, is placed 
with its bow placed as indicated by arrow. 
The machinery being started in motion, wa 
ter is taken from the lower level A and de 
posited in the upper level B by paddle-wheel 
C or any other desired means, whereby a cur 
rent is obtained, when the boat, actuated by 
said current, floats around in said flume P 
and over the base or foot H, when the bow of 
said boat comes in contact with lever D, which 
is carried forward and by means of connect 
ing-rod E carries lever F forward, thereby 
raising the back end of base or foot H by 
means of cams G, when finger J drops into 
link of chain K, by means of which said boat 
is carried to the top of incline W, when fin 
ger J is released from chain K and the boat 
by gravity runs down track Y to the water 
below and continues on its journey to the 
place of starting. 

I am aware there are devices in which there 
are inclines having ascending tracks and de 
scending tracks up which boats are carried 
and allowed to run down by gravity into a body 
of water below and that there are inclined 
flumes containing water in which boats are 
floated by means of an artificial current. 
These broadly I do not claim; but 
What I do claim, and desire to have secured 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. An amusement apparatus having a con 

tinuous inclined flume or canal, in combina 
tion with an incline having an ascending track 
and a descending track, the lower ends of said 
ascending track, and descending track being 
built directly in said continuous flume sub 
stantially as described. - 

2. An amusement apparatus having a con 
tinuous inclined canal or flume, in combina 
tion with an incline having an ascending 
track, and a descending track, the lower ends 
of said ascending track, and descending track 
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being built in said continuous flume, the lower 
end of said ascending track having pivotally 
connected thereto, a vertically-movable base 
or foot, substantially as described. 

3. An amusement apparatus having a con 
tinuous inclined canal or flume, in combina 
tion with an incline having an ascending 
track, and a descending track, the lower ends 
of said ascending track and said descending 
track being built in said continuous flume; 
the lower end of said ascending track having 
pivotally connected thereto a vertically-mov 
able base or foot H having lever-arm F con 
nected thereto mounted on shaft- carrying 
cams G for the purpose set forth and sub 
stantially as described. 

4. An amusement apparatus having a con 
tinuous inclined canal or flume, in combina 
tion with an incline having an ascending 
track and a descending track, the lower ends 
of said ascending track and descending track 
being built in said continuous flume, the 
lower end of said ascending track having piv 
otally connected there to a vertically-movable 
base or foot H having lever-arm F connected 
thereto, mounted on shaft-carrying cams G.; 
said base or foot also being provided with 
counterbalance L for the purpose set forth, 
and substantially as described. 

5. An amusement apparatus having a con 
tinuous inclined canal or flume in combina 
tion with an incline having an ascending 
track and a descending track, the lower ends 
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of said ascending track and said descending 
track being built in said continuous flume, 
the lower end of said ascending track having 
pivotally connected thereto a vertically-mov 
able base or foot H having lever-arm F con 
nected thereto, mounted in shaft - carrying 
cams G, said base or foot being provided also 
with lever-arms D which are connected to le 
ver-arms F by means of connecting-rods E for 
the purpose set forth and substantially as de 
scribed. 

6. An amusement apparatus having a con 
tinuous inclined canal or flume in combina 
tion with an incline having an ascending 
track and a descending track, the lower ends 
of said ascending track and said descending 
track being built in said continuous flume, 
the lower end of said ascending track having 
pivotally connected thereto a vertically-mov 
able base or foot H having lever-arms F con 
nected thereto, mounted on shaft-carrying 
cams G, said base or foot being provided also 
with lever-arms D which are connected to le 
ver F by means of connecting-rods E; said 
base is also provided with counterbalance L. 
for the purpose set forth substantially as de 
scribed. 

In witness whereof I have here unto affixed 
my signature this 6th day of March, 1903. 

THOMAS FOLKS. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM. H. MOOR, 
LAURA YOUNGS. 
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