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This invention relates to plate racks par-
ticularly adapted for use in storing and serv-
ing food placed in dishes or plates.

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a rack of the above kind
which is extremely simple and durable in con-
struction, efficient in use, light in weight,
and cheap to manufacture. - -

The invention consists in the novel form,
combination and arrangement of parts here-
inafter more fully described, shown in the
accompanying drawing, and claimed.

In the drawing: ' '

Figure 1is a perspective view of one form
of plate rack embodying the present inven-
tion. L '
Figure 2 is a perspective view of another
form of plate rack embodying the present
invention. _—

Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view of
a plate, showing a modified form of plate-
supporting shelf or ring which may be used
in lieu of the open plate-supporting rings or
shelves of the rack shown in Figures 1 and 2.

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3
showing a further modified form of plate-
supporting shelf or ring. C

Figure 5is a view similar to Figure 3 show-
ing a still further modified form of plate-
supporting shelf or ring; and

igure 6 is an elevational viewillustrat-
ing a pair of racks substantially like that
shown in Figure 1 joined in side by side rela-
tion to form a multiple plate rack unit.

Referring more in detail to the drawing,
the present invention contemplates the pro-
vision of a plate rack including a wire frame

member 5 of general-inverted U-shape, a

vertical wire frame member 6 arranged inter-
mediate the plane of the legs of the frame
member 5 at the back of the rack and having
an inwardly extending upper end portion
whose free end is welded or otherwise at-
tached as at 7 centrally of and to the upper
intermediate portion of the frame member
5, and a relatively large closed wire ring 8

encompassing the lower ends of the legs of -

the frame member 5 and frame member 6, as

well as attached to said ends by welding or |
the like as at 9. This completes the frame

construction of the rack, and the ring 8 is
disposed horizontally so that it may rest upon

a supporting surface to effectively support -
the rack against tilting.. .The upper inter-
mediate portion of the frame member 5 forms
a handle by means of which the rack may be
carried from place to place when the device
is made in single form as shown in Figures
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1 and 2. This central part may extend
~straight across or

may ‘be upwardly arched 6o
as. at 10. ST . :

Arranged within the space defined by the
legs of the frame member 5 and by the frame
member 6 is a vertical series of spaced hori-
zontal plate-supporting shelves or rings 11 ¢5
which are generally circular in form and
constructed of stiff wire. The legs of the
frame member 5 and the frame member 6
have alternate outwardly bent portions 12
and inwardly bent portions 13, and the latter
are contacted by and welded or otherwise
secured to the adjacent portions of the shelves
11 as at 14. The lowermost shelf 11is prefer-
ably in the form of a closed ring and con-
nected  with the -base ring 8 at the front of
the rack by means of a vertical brace rod 15
whose ends are respectively welded to -the
adjacent portions of said lowermost shelf 11
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. and base ring 8.: As the parts 5, 6 and 8 are

also formed of relatively stiff wire, it will be

80 -
seen that the construction is very rigid and

durable. :

Tn the form of the invention shown in
Figure 1, the legs of the frame member 5

and the frame member 6 are of zig-zag forma- 85

‘tion to provide the alternate outwardly bent

portions 12 and-inwardly bent portions 13,
while in the form of the invention shown in
Figure 2 the outwardly bent portions-12 are
straight and in vertical alinement, the in-
wardly bent portions 13 being in the nature
of integrally cast projections or closely fold-
ed portions of the wire. In the latter in-
stance the legs of the frame member 5 and
the brace member 6 are shown as provided
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-at intervals with inwardly directed closely

folded portions to which the_shelves 11 are

-attached.

~Asshown in the drawing, each rack is pro-
vided with five shelves, although a greater 100
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or less number of shelves may obviously be
employed if desired. As shown in Figures
1 and 2, all but the lowermost shelf may be
in the form of an open ring so as to leave
the front portion of each shelf open whereby
the edges of the dishes may be readily
grasped and the dishes removed without in-
terference thereto being presented by the
shelves. Obviously, the outwardly bent por-

tions 12 provide clearance for the margins

of the dishes, and at the same time assist in
holding the dishes or plates on the shelves.
In cases where facilitating removal of the
dishes from the shelves is not an important
item, all of them may be formed in the na-
ture of closed rings as shown at 11g in Fig-
ure 3. This form of closed ring shelf may
of course be embodied in either the construc-
tion of Figure 1 or the construction of Fig-
ure 2. TFurther, such closed shelves may be
provided with spaced concentric portions as
shown ‘in Figure 5 so as to present a rela-
tively wide bearing surface for the dishes to
rest upon. In Figure 5 the shelf 115 is
shown as formed from a single piece of wire
bent to form a complete ring and then hav-
ing the ends inturned and shaped to form an
inner concentric portion 11”, spaced portions
of which may be closely folded outwardly as
at 16 and welded to the outer ring portion
to form a very ricid construction. The dou-
ble form of shelf shown in Figure 5 may
also be slightly modified as shown in Figure
4 to form an open shelf. " This is done by
simply leaving the outer ring member 1lc
with its ends spaced apart when turning
said ends inwardly to form the inner con-

‘centric ring member 117,

As shown in Figure 6, a plurality of the
plate racks may be joined in side by side
relation to form a multiple plate rack unit.
‘When this is done, spaced portions of .the
adjacent legs of the frame members 5 are
welded or otherwise secured together as'at 17.
Also, in that instance, the intermediate por-
tions of the frame members 5 are left straight,
and the ends of an upwardly arched member
10a are welded to the central part of the in-
termediate portions of the frame members 5
to form a handle by means of which the mul-
tiple plate rack unit may be conveniently
carried about. While this multiple plate
rack unit shown in Figure 6 hds been illus-

%5 ‘trated as formed by uniting two of the plates

racks of the form shown in Figure 1, it is
obvious that a multiple plate rack unit may
be likewise formed by joining two of the
plate racks of the form shown in Figure 2.
In either case, the resultant device is per-
fectly balanced and of large capacity.

_From the above description, it will be seen .
that T have provided a very simple and effi-

cient form of plate rack which may be used

"to advantage in preparing, storing and serv-

ing salads and similar dishes. -Moreover, the

ing the plates on. the rings.

thefirst-named frame member and having an

1,888,141

construction is very neat and attractive and
will provide an ideal display case for salads,
pies and pastries of all kinds. Minor changes
may be made without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention as claimed.
© What I claim as new is: '

1. A plate rack comprising a wire frame
member of general inverted U-shape, a fur-
ther vertical wire frame member arranged at
the back of the rack intermediate the legs of
the first-named frame member and having an
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‘inwardly extending upper end portion whose

free end is rigidly attached to said first-
named frame member centrally of the inter-
mediate upper portion of the latter, a base
ring encompassing and secured to the lower
ends of said frame members, and a vertical
series of spaced rings for supporting: plates
in spaced superposed relation, said rings
being arranged within the space bounded by
the frame members and attached to the latter,
said frame members having outwardly:bent
portions to provide clearance for the mar-
gins of the plates and for assisting in hold-
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2. A plate rack comprising a wire frame
member. of general inverted U-shape, a fur-
ther vertical wire frame member arranged at
the back of the rack intermediate the legs of
g5
inwardly extending upper end portion whose
free end isrigidly attached to said first-named
frame member centrally of the -intermediate
upper portion of the latter, a base ring en-
compassing and secured to the lower ends ¢Ioo
of said frame members, a vertical series of
spaced rings for supporting plates in spaced

‘superposed relation, said rings being ar-

ranged within the space bounded by the

frame members and attached to the latter,:
said frame members having outwardly bent
portions to provide clearance for the margins
of the plates and for assisting in holding the
plates on the rings, and a vertical brace rod
rigidly connecting the lowermost plate sup-
porting ring with the base ring at the front
of the rack and intermediate the Iegs of the
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first-named frame member.

3. A plate rack comprising a wire frame
member of general inverted U-shape, a fur-<
ther vertical wire frame member arranged
at the back of the rack intermediate the legs
of the first-named frame member and having
an inwardly extending upper end portion
whose free end is rigidly attached to said"120
first-named frame member centrally of the
intermediate upper portion of the latter, a
base ring encompassing and secured to the
lower énds of said frame members, a vertical _
series of spaced rings for supporting plates in " 125
spaced superposed relation, said rings being
arranged within the space bounded by the
frame members and attached to the latter,
said frame members having outwardly bent
portions to provide clearance for the margins
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of the plates and for assisting in holding the and an outwardly arched handle connecting
plates on the rings, the legs of the first-named the upper intermediate portions of said frame
frame member and the second-named frame members. R

member being straight and having relatively
short spaced inwardly projecting closely
folded portions, said plate supporting rings
contacting and being welded to the inner
ends ‘of said folded portions of the frame
members,

4. A plate rack comprising a wire frame

member of general inverted U-shape a fur-

ther vertical wire frame member arranged
intermediate the legs of the first-named
frame member at the back of the rack and
having an inwardly extending upper end por-
tion whose free end is rigidly attached to
and centrally of the intermediate upper
portion of the first-named frame member, a
base ring encompassing and secured to the
lower ends of said frame members, and a ver-

tical series of spaced plate-supporting rings -

arranged within the space bounded by the
frame members and attached to the latter,
each of said shelves being formed from a
single piece of wire having the ends thereof
turned inwardly and formed to provide
spaced concentric ring members,

5. A plate rack comprising a wire frame
member of general inverted U-shape, a fur-
ther vertical wire frame member arranged in-
termediate the legs of the first-named frame
member at the back of the rack and having an
inwardly extending upper end portion whose
free end is rigidly attached to and central-
ly of the intermediate upper portion of
the first-named frame member, a base ring en-
compassing and secured to the lower ends of
said frame members, and a vertical series of
spaced plate-supporting rings arranged
within the space bounded by the frame mem-
bers and attached to the latter, each of said
shelves being formed from a single piece of
wire having the ends thereof turned inward-
ly and formed to provide spaced concentric
ring members, the inner of said ring members
having spaced portions projecting outwardly
and attached to the outer ring portion.

6. A plate rack unit comprising a pair of
plate racks, each plate rack including an in-
verted wire frame member of general invert-
ed U-shape, and spaced rings arranged be-
tween and secured to the legs of said frame
member for supporting plates in spaced su-
perposed relation, said racks being arranged
in contacting side by side relation and having
their contacting portions secured together.

7. A plate rack unit comprising a pair of
plate racks, each plate rack including an in-
verted wire frame member of general invert-
ed U-shaped, and spaced rings arranged be-
tween and secured to the legs of said frame
member for supporting plates in spaced su-
perposed relation, said racks being arranged
in contacting side by side relation and having
their contacting portions secured together,

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
ANDREW J. ORTH.
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