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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, AUGUST F. BERTRAM, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wells 
ville, in the county of Columbiana and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Shoes; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, such as will en 
able other's skilled in the art to which it 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
which form a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in shoes and particularly in that class 
of shoes wherein a vent is provided at the 
front of the shoe, along the edges of which 
are set eyelets or other lace holding devices 
and the object of my invention is to provide 
an improved tab for the front of such shoes 
whereby the putting on of the same is greatly 
facilitated. 
In order that my improvements may be the 

better understood, I have illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings a shoe made accord 
ing to my invention, in which drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper 

portion or “upper’ of the shoe and Fig. 2 is 
a horizontal sectional view of the same. 
In these views 1 represents the vamp of the 

ordinary form, to which is stitched the upper, 
comprising the pieces 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, com 
posed alternately of elastic cloth Webbing and 
leather. Thus it will be seen that there are 
two elastic gores, 2, and 3, in each side of the 
upper, which gores are joined together at ad 
jacent edges by narrow leather strips 4, 4, two 

In order to facilitate the putting on of the 

of such strips being used, one on the outside 
and one on the inside of the shoe. 
rear gores 3, 3, are in like manner joined to 
gether by narrow strips 5, 5, of leather in 
every way similar to the strips 4, 4. 

shoe, I have provided tabs 7, 8, at the front 
and back of the shoe, respectively, that at 
the back being of the ordinary well known 
form. The tab 7, at the front of the shoe, 
consists of a narrow band of leather or other 
sufficiently strong and flexible material joined 
at its ends to the upper ends of the facings 6, 
6, on each side of the vent and forming a con 
nection between them, whereby the shoe may 
be more readily put on, this form of tab be 
ing much more readily seized by the ?ingers 
than is the ordinary form seen at 8. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim 
In a shoe having a vent at the front and 

lacing strips at each side thereof, the combi 
nation with such strips of a continuous strip 
secured at its ends to the upper ends of said 
lacing strips and extending across said vent, 
said continuous strip forming a tab for con 
venience in putting on the shoe, substantially 
as set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
hereunto affix my signature this 16th day of 
March, A. D. 1892. 

AUGUST F. BERTRAM. 
In presence of - 

CHARLES LARGE, 
M. E. HARRISON. 

L. S. 
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