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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, Epwarp H. Heperxy,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Oakland, in the county of Alameda and
State of California, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Cipher - Code De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a cheap and simple cryptographic
device.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a front perspective view of a simple form
of my improved cipher code; Fig. 2 is a
view of the same as used on a reference card
in a bank.

Referring to the drawing, 1 indicates a
card, upon which are ruled lines 2, to form
two rows each of thirteen spaces 3, the spaces
of one row registering with those of the
other. By the side of one of the rows, here
shown as the uppermost, and registering
with the spaces ave the nine digits, the zero,
and the symbols $, & and ¢.

When two persons wish to communicate
secretly with each other they write in the
spaces 3 the letters of the alphabet in an ir-
regular order, but in the same order on two
of these cards, and each person then carries
with him one of the cards.

Fig. 2 illustrates a bank reference card
having lines 4 upon which the signature, ad-
dress and the like can be written, and hav-
ing the code not only upon the reference
card proper but on a tag portion thereof 6,
separated by a weakened line 7. In this
case the cards will be supplied to the banks
with the letters already printed in the codes,
as illustrated at 8, care being taken that no
two cards shall have the same code. In
using these cards the tag portion is torn off
and given to the depositor and the main por-
tion of the card remains in the bank.

To encipher writing there is taken for
each letter of the writing a letter registering
with it of the other row of the code. Thus

the word “patent” would, with the code
shown in the drawing, be written in cipher
writing “ CWKRZK.” For enciphering
numbers, the letter in the adjacent row reg-
istering with the number will be taken, but
the rows may also be used alternately for
enciphering letters. Thus, in the latter case,
the cipher of the number “1915” will be
“PBPT.” In deciphering it is easy to per-
ceive when a number has been enciphered
by the fact that deciphering by letters does
not make sense.

I claim :—

1. In a cipher device, means for forming
twenty-six spaces in two equal series, the
spaces of one series registering with those
of the other.

2. In a cipher device, means for forming
twenty-six spaces in two equal series, the
spaces of one series registering with those
of the other, the nine digits being imprinted
adjacent to certain of said spaces.

3. In a cipher device, means for forming
twenty-six spaces in two equal series, the
spaces of one series registering with those
of the other, the nine digits, the zero mark,

and three other symbols being printed ad--

jacent to the respective spaces of one of the
series.

4. In a device of the character described,
a card consisting of two portions separated
by a weakened line, each having thereon a
group of twenty-six spaces arranged in two
equal series, the spaces of one series regis-
tering respectively with those of the other,
and the letters of the alphabet being printed
in each group of spaces in irregular order
but in the same order in the two groups.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses. .
EDWARD H. HEBERN.

Witnesses:
F. M. WricaT,
D. B. Ricrarps.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.” ‘
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