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PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM O. YANCEY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINGIS.

TOY NOVELTY.

Applicaticn filed June 26, 1528. Serial No. 118,634;

This invention relates to improvements in
noveity toys, and more particularly to a
toy capable of providing amusement by cre-

ating the illasion of simultaneously dis-
ool

appearing’and appearing blocks of different
shape when the toy is manipulated.

The toy may Le generaliy described as
a series or plurality of hollow telescoping
blocks; resting-one upon another in pyramid
fashion, and capable of: being: shifted end-
wise in-either direction.. When the blocks
are extended in one direction they appear
to be cylindrical in shape, but when the
same’ are collapsed and shifted in-the op-
posite direction, -the blocks assume the same
pyramid arrvangement but square.in shape.

A preferred-embodiment of a toy of this
general character.is disclosed in the accom-
panying drawing, in which _

Figure'1 is' a view showing the toy ex-
tended in one direction giving the effect of
a pyramid made up of superimposed square
blocks.

Figure 2 is a similar view in elevation

25 showing the same toy extended in the op-

posite dirvection and giving the effect of a
pyramid made up of a series of superim-
posed. eylindric blocks.

Figure 3 is a view in longitudinal sec-

- tion, taken on line 8—3 of Figure 2.

Figurve 4 is a view in end elevation as
viewed from the left of Figures 1 and 2;
and

Figure 5 is a view in end elevation from
the opposite or right-hand of Figures 1
and 2.

As shown in Figures 2 and 3, the blocks
are hollow, and of increasing length from
the outermost to the innermost blocks, ths
ends of the blocks being open. The blocks
are preferably of wood, although they may
be made of other materials, and suitably
decorated, if desired, to enhance their ap-
pearance.

The outer biock 1 is square or cubical
in shape, and may be considered as the sta-
tionary portion of the toy, that is, the base
member of the device. Within the outer or
base block is another block 2, slightly less
in cross-sectiornal dimensions, and approxi-
mately one-third longer. This block is like-
wise hollow, and has one end portion 22
(the left end in Figure 2) cylindric in shape
whereas the remaining portion 2° is square,
these two portions merging into each other
with the diameter of the cylindric portion

conforming to the transverse dimension of
the square portion. Midway between the
ends of the block 2, and in opposite faces
thereof aieslots 2°, 2°, equal in length to
the distance said block is to slide relative
to the outer block 1. ‘

In like manner, a third hollow block 3
slides within the block 2, its cross-sectional
dimensions being decreased and its length
being increased in the same proportion.
Moreover, this block has a cylindric end
portion 3* and a square portion 3°. The
second and third blocks 2 and 3 are limited
to- a-definite relative endwise movement by
a sliding pin-and-siot connection, the. slot
2% being preferably cut in the block 2, and
the pin 3° projecting from the bleck 3.

In the same manner, a fourth block 4
slides within the third block 3 and a fifth
block- 5 within block 4, each being succes-
sively increased in length with a propor-
tional decrease in transwerse dimension.
Moreover the same pin-and-slot connec-
tions join the blocks together, thus the pin
4¢ of the block 4 slides 1n the slot 82 of the
bleck 3 and pin 5¢ of block 5 slides in slot
4% of block 4.

The last or inner block 6 is an elongated
solid member having a relatively long cylin-
dric portion 6* and a somewhat shorter
square portion 6*. Extending practically
the full length of the center block 6 is a
transverse slot 6° which terminates just short
of the exposed ends when the blocks are
fully extended. Registering with this slot
6° in the center block 6 is a pair of opposite-
ly disposed slots 2¢ in the block 2, and also
corresponding pairs of slots 8°, 4° and 5° in
each of the intermediate blocks 3, 4 and 5,
respectively, these slots being of propor-
tionally increased length to equal the full

endwise movement of its block relative to -

the outer or base block 1.

Through these registering slots 2¢ to 6,
inclusive, extends a pin 7, having its ends
fixed in opposite side walls of the outer block
1. This pin 7 acts to connect the outer and
inner blocks together, and to limit the move-
ment of the latter in both directions. - The
separate pin-and-slot -connections between
the intermediate blocks serve in the same
manner so that each extends the proper dis-
tance beyond the adjacent block when all
are shifted.

Thus when the toy stands upright on one
end the lower ends of all the blocks lie in
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the same plane with their opposite ends pro-
jecting upwardly in pyramid fashion, which
will be either cylindric or square, depend-
ing on which end blocks are resting. The
shifting may be accomplished either by grav-
ity or by a slight pressure since the blocks
are made to slide freely within each other.

Having disclosed the construction of the
toy embodying my invention, I claim:

1. A toy, comprising a plurality of tele-
scoping members of different lengths slid-
able endwise relative to each other for pre-
determined distances in opposite directions,
whereby the exposed end portions of said
members assume the appearance of gradu-
ated blocks in pyramid formation in the
shifting of said members in either direction.

9. A toy comprising a plurality of hollow
telescoping members of increased length
from the outer to the inner member, and
joined together for limited endwise slid-
ing movement relative to each other, where-
by the end portions of said members are al-
ternately arranged in pyramid formation in
the shifting of the same in opposite direc-
tions.

3. A toy comprising a plurality of hollow
telescoping members of increased length
from the outer to the inner member and
joined together for predetermined endwise
sliding movement relative to each other, said
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members having end portions of different
cross-sectional contour and adapted to ar-
range themselves in pyramid formation in
the shifting of said members in either di-
rection.

4. A toy comprising tubular members,
consisting of a relatively stationary outer
member and a series of inner members of
uniformly increasing length, telescoping
within each other and slidable - endwise
rvelative to each other and said outer mem-
ber, each of said members having pin and
slot. connection with its adjacent members
for limiting the relative sliding movement in
one direction.

5. A toy comprising tubular members,
consisting of a rvelatively stationary outer
member and a series of inner members of
unifermly increasing length, telescoping
within each other and slidable endwise rel-
ative to each other and said outer member,
each of said members having their corre-
sponding end portions of the same cross-sec-
tional contour but differing from the contour
of their opposite end portions, and means
for connecting said members together for
predetermined endwise movement relative to
sach cther.

Signed at Chieago, IlL, this 22nd day of
June, 1926.

WILLIAM O. YANCEY.
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