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3,008,618
RAY FOR CLAMPING AND TRANSPORTING
T CONTAINERS AGAINST ACCIDENTAL DiS-
PLACEMENT

Lorenza W. Waits and Serena S. Watts, both of
Timberlake Road, Lynchburg, Va.
Filed June 23, 1960, Ser. No. 38,253
2 Ciaims. (Cl. 224—48)

This invention relates to tray construction, and more
particularly to trays specially designed for :cransportmg
‘objects or containers of various shapes anc.:‘l sizes, in sucp
a way that they will be securely supported in upright posi-
tions on the tray against tipping or toppling over, spill-
ing the contents of the containers. )

‘Another object of the invention is to provide a tray
of this character having an adjustable clamp for clamp-
ing a container in which flower arrangements are held to
insure against disarrangement of the flowers carried there-
on, during transportation from one location to another,
by vehicle or otherwise. ] .

Still another object of the invention is to prov;de a
tray of this character having supporting }egs vs(herem the
tray may be supported in spaced relgtlon with a sup-
porting surface to permit ready handling of tpe tray to
insure the arrangement remaining intact during move-
ment or transportation, . ]

With the foregoing and other objects in view which
will appear as the description proceeds, the invention con-
sists of certain novel details of comstruction and com-
binations of parts, hereinafter more fully described and
pointed out in the claims, it being understood that changes
may be made in the construction aqd arrangc_ament'of
parts without departing from the spirit of the invention
as claimed.

Referring to the drawings: )

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a tray constructed in
accordance with the invention, illustrating the gentral
clamping members of the tray as clamping a circular
vessel.

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view thereof.

FIGURE 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on
line 3—3 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4—4 of
FIGURE 1. ]

FIGURE 5 is a transverse sectional view taken on line
5—5 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 6 is a fragmental end elevational view of the
bottom of the tray.

FIGURE 7 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on
line 7—7 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 8 is a fragmental sectional view taken on
line 8—8 of FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 9 is a fragmental sectional view taken on
line 9-—9 of FIGURE 1.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the tray comprises
2 base 5 having hand holds 6 at its ends, which hand
holds are secured preferably by means of dowels 7 which
are secured in openings in the hand holds or handles 6
and extend into openings formed in the ends of the base
5, as shown by FIGURE 6 of the drawings.

The base is provided with slots 8 extending longitudin-
ally thereof, the slots 8 being spaced from the longitudinal
side edges of the base, as better shown by FIGURE 1
of the drawings.
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The reference character 9 indicates clamping bars which
are held in place by means of the bolts 10 that extend
through openings formed adjacent to the ends of the
clamping bars 9, the bolts being provided with wing nuts
11 threaded on one of their respective ends, while the
other ends of the bolts are supplied with heads 12 that
contact the lower surface of the base 5 and cooperate
with the nuts 11 in securing the clamping bars 9 in
various positions of adjustment.

The clamping bars 9 are formed with curved recesses
13 disposed substantially intermediate the ends thereof,
which curved recesses are supplied with sponge rubber
facings 14 which are designed to engage the object sup-
ported by the tray to hold the object against accidental
displacement.

As indicated by FIGURE 1 of the drawings, the clamp-
ing bars 9 are arranged adjacent to the ends of the base
5 and may be slid longitudinally of the base to adjust
the clamping bars for clamping an object of a prede-
termined size.

Cooperating with the clamping bars 9, are opposed
clamping bars 15, which clamping bars 15 are provided
with elongated openings 16 extending longitudinally of
the bars 15. These bars 15 have their inner ends curved
at 17, the curved surfaces being faced with sponge rub-
ber facings 18 to set up friction between the opposed
clamping bars and object gripped thereby to prevent
accidental displacement.

The elongated openings 16 accommodate the securing
bolts 19 that extend through the elongated slots 8, the
bolts 19 having heads 20 that cooperate with the wing
nuts 21 threaded on the upper ends of said bo'ts, in
clamping the opposed clamping bars in their positions of
adjustment.

In order that the tray together with its flower arrange-
ments or objects clamped thereon, may be effectively lift-
ed and handled, supporting legs 22 having rubber exten-
sions 23, are provided, and extend below the base, as
clearly shown by FIG. 2 of the drawings.

The lower ends of the supporting legs are constructed
preferably of rubber or similar friction means to prevent
slipping or sliding of the tray on a supporting surface
on which the tray is positioned.

From the foregoing it will be seen that due to the
construction shown and described, I have provided a
tray which is specially designed for use in supporting
flower arrangements in the original vases or containers,
so that they may be readily transported from place to
place and the flower arrangements maintained in their
arranged positions against disarrangement caused by jar-
ring or jolting during transportation of the arrangements
by motor vehicle or otherwise.

In view of the foregoing detailed disclosure, it is be-
lieved that a further description and illustration of the
tray forming the subject matter of the present invention,
is unnecessary for a clear understanding of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A tray and a receptacle holder comprising, in com-
bination, a substantially rectangular base having opposite-
ly disposed parallel sides and ends, portions of said base
defining elongated slots adjacent and parallel to said sides
and terminating adjacent said ends, a first pair of clamp
bars parallel to said ends, said clamp bars having por-
tions in overlying relation to said slots and including
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means engageable therewith adjustably securing the same
to said base, a second pair of clamp bars having portions
thereof defining elongated slots therein, said second pair
of clamp bars in overlying angular relation to said elon-
gated slot in said base, means engaging each of said
second pair of clamp bars and said elongated slots therein
and in said base adjustably securing the same to said
base and portions of said first and second clamping bars
defining receptacle engaging surfaces.

2. A tray and a receptacle holder as defined in claim 1 10

wherein said adjustable securing means for said first and
second pairs of clamping bars include separable fastener
means to removably secure said clamp bars to said base

4

whereby upon removal thereof the plane surface of the
base forms a serving tray.
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