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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that we, WILLIAM C. HUFFMAN
and JOSEPH LE FAVOUR, citizens of the United
States, residing at Albany, in the county of
Delaware and State of Indiana, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Trousers; and we do declare the following
tobe a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable othersskilled in
theart towhich it appertains to make and use
the same.

Thisinvention hasrelation to improvements
introusers; and, among other things, it has for
its object to provide at a minimum expensea
device to servethe twofold function of akack
strap for the waist of trousersand a guard for
suspenders; to strengthen the position of the
battons on the waistband and prevent them
from coming off, as well as preventing the
waistband from ripping away from the body
of the trousers; to prevent the back of the
vest from catching on the buttons on the
waistband, and consequently wearing the vest
as well as catching on thebuttons, and to pre-
vent any acecidental or easual detachment of
the suspenders from the buttons of trousers.

Other objects and advantages will-appear
from the following deseription and elaim when
taken in connection with the annexed draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a fragmentary view of a waist-
band, trousers-body, and suspenders with our
improvements applied; and Fig. 2 is a sec-
tional view taken in the plane indicated by
the lines z 2 on Fig. 1.

In carrying out our invention we take a
piece of cloth or other suitable material, of a
form substantially as shown in Fig. 1, having
tabs a, provided with buttonholes b and
straps ¢, one of which carries a buckle d or
other suitable device, whereby it may be ad-
justably connected with the end of the oppo-
site strap c. These pieces A are then sewed

or otherwise secured at the part e,which may
be of angular or curved form in outline to the
body of the trousers just below the waistband,
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as shown, so as to leave the tabs a and the
straps c free.

B indicates a portion -of the body of the
trousers, and C indicates the waistband se-
cured thereto in the usual manner.

It is obvious that while we haveillustrated
our improvements on men’s trousers.in con-
nection with suspenders, yet such improve-
ments will be found very desirable and ef-
fective in boys’ trousers, where they are but-
toned to a waistband. ,

In operation, after the device has been se-
cured to the body of a pair of trousers, as be-
fore described,it willbeseen that after the sus-
pender-ends have been buttoned in the usual
manner to the buttons on the waistband the
buttonhole - tabs are then buttoned on the
same buttons over said suspender-ends, mak-
ing it necessary to first unbutton the tabs be-

fore the suspender-ends can be unbuttoned,

and it is obvious that the buttons will be
strengthened in their positions, rendering
them less liable to pull off, and it is also ob-
vious that the strain on the connection be-
tween the waistband and body will be mate-
rially reduced.

Having described our invention, what we

‘claim, and desire to secure. by Letters Pat-

ent, is— »

A pair of trousers having a back strap con-
sisting of the pieces A, each of which isof an
approximately-angular form and is perma-
nently connected at its angle to the trousers
below the waistband, the said pieces A hav-
ing the loose upwardly-extending tabs pro-
vided with buttonholes to engage the but-
tons on the waistband, and the straps ¢, adapt-
ed to be adjustably connected together, as
and for the purpose set forth.

Intestimony whereof weaffix oursignatures
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM C. HUFFMAN,
JOSEPH LE -FAVOUR.
Witnesses: ' ,
JNo. S. PIERCE,
Davip HEBB.
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