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ABSTRACT: A combined drawing board and container for
artistic materials which- may alternatively be used as a brief-
caselike container for the artistic materials or as a drawing
board for them.
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COMBINED DRAWING BOARD AND CONTAINER FOR
ARTISTIC MATERIALS

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The purpose of this invention is to provide for artists a neat
convenient manually portable package, containing artistic
working materials and a small disassembled drawing board,
which package may alternatively be carried about closed in
the manner of a small briefcase, or opened so that the drawing
board may be easily assembled for use with the artistic work-
ing materials as occasion requires, and thereafter disassem-
bled and repackaged with the artistic materials. The drawing
board serves alternatively as a drawing board or as the con-
taining wall of the package, a U-shaped spring member being
used alternatively as a closure of one side of the containing
wall of the package or as a leg supporting the rear of the draw-
ing board, when in use as a drawing board, at a convenient
angle of tilt for the user.

THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate the invention.

FIG. 1 shows the assembled package, while

FIGS. 2 and 3 are cross sections along the lines 2—2 and
3—3, respectively, of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 shows in exploded form, the opened package with
the contents laid out ready for assembly of the drawing board.

FIG. § shows the drawing board, working surface down, to
illustrate how the U-shaped spring member may be inserted as
a leg of the assembled drawing board, while FIG. 6 shows the
drawing board assembled for use.

F1G. 7 is a cross section along lines 7—7 of FIG. 6.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In the drawings, drawing board 1 having a drawing surface 2
which will be upward when the drawing board is in use as a
drawing board as in FIG. 6, has U-shaped channels 3 extend-
ing inwardly along the bottom surface 2A of the board along
the sides 4 and 5. An elongated U-shaped spring member 6
serves as a support at the rear of the drawing board to tilt it to
an angle convenient for the user in front when the drawing
board is in use at a drawing board (FIG. 6). For this purpose
the legs 7 of the member 6 will extend at right angles to the
board and spring engage the outer walls of channels 3, so that
the base 8 of the U-shaped spring member 6 may rest on a
table when the front end of the drawing board also rests on the
table before the user.

The member 6 has a dual function as illustrated in FIGS. 1,
3 and 4 which show the drawing board as a convenient
manually portable container for artistic materials which may
be embedded in a frame of plastic or foam material 9. For ex-
ample, the artistic materials may be pens, triangles, a T-
square, or assorted other artistic tools normally used by an
artist when the board is assembled for use as a drawing board
as illustrated in FIG. 6. In FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, the board is illus-
trated as used as a containing wall of the package, the U-
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shaped spring member 6 being used as a closure of one side of
the drawing board between the channels 3. That is to say, that
the legs 7 of the member 6 spring engage the interior of the
channels 3 so that the base 8 of the member 6 closes one side
of the package by extending between the two channels 3. It
will thus be seen that the artistic materials or the frame 9 may
be easily slid into the channels 3 and restrained therein by the
base 8. In this manner, the artistic materials and the disassem-
bled drawing board may be conveniently transported by hand
in the manner of a small briefcase.

It will be apparent that the combined drawing board and
container may be sold as a neat commercial package assem-
bled as in FIG. 1 in which state it is conveniently portable by
hand as indicated. It will then contain all the required artistic
tools on the frame 9 when it is slid into the channels 3 against
the base 8 of the spring member 6. When the artist chooses to
disassemble the package for artistic work as in FIG. 6, he will

slide the artistic material and the frame 9 out of the channels 3
and then remove the U-shaped spring member 8 from its

package closing position (FIG. 1) and place it in that shown in
FIG. 6. In other words, he will merely place the legs 7 in the
position shown in FIG. 6 (in notches 10) so that their spring
tension presses against the outer walls of channels 3 to hold
the legs in vertical position with respect to the drawing board
1, and thus, set the board at the appropriate angle of tilt for
the user (FIG. 6). A booklet 11 of artistic instructions,
sketches or similar literary material may be included in the
package within channels 3.

What is claimed is:

1. A manually portable combination drawing board and
container for a frame of artistic materials for use on the board
comprising:

a drawing board having inwardly directed U-shaped chan-
nels extending along two sides of the bottom of the board
for containing artistic materials; and

a U-shaped spring member for alternatively tilting the board
when in use as a drawing board or closing another side of
the bottom of the board when in use as a container of the
artistic materials, the spring member having a base por-
tion of size and shape to fit between the U-shaped chan-
nels along said other side to close said other side when the
board is in use as a container of the artistic materials, and
legs extending from the base portion for spring engage-
ment with the interior of the channels, the legs also being
adapted for spring engagement with the channels while
extending at substantially right angles to and downward
from the bottom of the board whereby the U-shaped
spring member forms a tilting member for the board when
in use as a drawing board.

2. As an article of commerce, a package including the com-
bination as in claim 1 and a frame of artistic materials within
said channels with said spring member in position closing said
other side.

3. A package as in claim 2 including a booklet of artistic
literary material within said channels.
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