
F. T. MATTHEWS, 
COAT, 

APPLICATION FILED JUNE 17, 1911, 

1,017,781. Patented Feb. 20, 1912. 
2 SHEETS-SHEET 

cotsIA PlaNOGRAPH co., WASNCN. d. c. 

  



F. T. MATTHEWS, 
C0AT, 

APPLICATION FILED JUNE 17, 1911. 

1,017,781 O Patented Feb. 20, 1912. 
2 SHEETS-SHEET 2. 

\ columbia PLANoaRAPH co., wasH1Naron, D. c. 

  



5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
FRANK. T. MATTHEWS, OF BALTIVIORE, IVIARYLAND. 

COAT. 

1,01, 81. 
Application filed June 17, 1911. 

to all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANR. T. MATTHEWS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at : 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have 
invented or discovered certain new and lise 
ful improvements in Coats, of which the foll 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying di'a Wings. 
This invention has for its object to pro 

vide a convertible coat which may be worn 
either as a frock coat or as a swallow-tail 
coat, as will hereinafter more fully appeal'. 

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 
is a front view of the improved coat with 
one side adjusted to frock-coat form and the 
other side adjusted to dress-coat form. Fig. 
2 is an enlarged detail section on line 2-2, 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail section 
Gnline 3–3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an inside view 
of the right half of the coat, partly broken 
away, with the front portion of the skirt 
folded in and its outer position denoted by 
a dash and dot line. Fig. 5 is an enlarged 
detail section on line 5-5, Fig. 1, and Fig. 6 
is an enlarged detail section on line 6-6. 
Fig. 4. 
The improved coat 12 comprises, in the 

body thereof, finished low-turned lapels 13 
which, when the coat is to be used as a dress 
coat, are covered on their outer sides with 
facings 14 of silk or other suitable material 
and which are permanently attached at their 
inner edges to the lining 15 of the body por 
tion of the coat, said facings, when the coat 
is to be worn as a frockcoat or day coat, be 
ing turned in under the said lining. The 
front edges of the lining 15 are detachably 
secured to the inside of the coat, back from 
the folded edges of the lapels, so as to be 
out of the way and so as to provide pockets 
for the reception of the facings 14 when the 
latter are not in use. This detachable at 
tachment of the front edges of the lining to 
the body of the coat will preferably be 
effected by a vertical series of separable 
ball-and-socket or “snap fasteners 15, and 
the facings when turned outward over the 
lapels are detachably secured in place by 
ball-and-socket or other separable fastenings 
16 with which the free edges of said facings 
and under sides of the edges of the lapels 
are provided. 
The front side parts 17 of the skirt 18 

of the horizontally divided front of the coat 
are detachably secured at their tops to the 
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body portion of the coat, to form a frock 
coat, such detachable attachment of these 
parts being preferably effected by a horizon 
tal series of separable ball-and-socket fas 
teners 19 the ball portions of which, on each 
side of the coat, are mounted on an extension 
or part 20 on the part 17 and which exten 
sion is overlapped by the uppel' part of the 
front of the coat and to the inner side of the 
lower edge of which the socket members of 
the fastenel's are attached. The lower edges 
of the body part of the coat and of the 
lining thereof, above the infolding or detach 
able parts 17 of the skirt, are provided with 
separable fastenel's 19 by which the edges 
of the body part of the coat and the lining 
may be detachably secured together, both 
when the parts 17 are turned in and when 
they are not. 
When the coat is to be converted into a 

swallow-tail dress coat the front skirt por 
tions 17 are detached at their tops from the 
body part of the coat and are turned in 
\vard beneath the lining portions 21 which 
ale permanently attached to the skirt por 
tions of the coat at their back and bottom 
edges, but are detachably attached to the 
skirt portions at their front edges, thus 
forming pockets for the reception of the 
in turned skirt portions. This detachable 
attachment of the front edges of the lining 
portions of the skirt parts is preferably ef 
fected by means of a vertical series of hooks 
22 with which said front edges are provided, 
and which hooks may be engaged with eyes 
or loops 23 on the insides of the skirt por 
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tions. When the front parts 17 of the skirt . 
are folded back into the pockets afforded 
by the lining portions 21 the hooks are en 
gaged with “invisible’ thread loops 24 
with which the outer Surfaces of the skirt 
are provided. The pockets afforded by the 
linings of the skirts will be inside of the 
usual skirt pockets so as not to interfere 
there with, so that the novel construction 
will afford all of the conveniences, by way 
of pockets, afforded by coats of ordinary 
construction. When the skirt portions 17 
are folded back into their pockets, as more 
clearly shown in Fig. 4, they may be secured 
in place by Snap fastenings 25 with which 
said skirt portions and the outer cloth of 
the coat are preferably provided. 
The top portions of the facings 14 are 

preferably provided with strips 26 to con 
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nect said facings with the collar of the coat 
by means of Snap fastenings 27, when the 
said facings are extended over the lapels 13. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent 

that the invention provides a convertible 
coat which, while suitable for day wear 
as a frock coat, may be readily transformed 
into a Swallow-tail, evening oi" dress coat. 

Having thus described my invention I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent: 

1. The he'eil described convertile coat 
the body portion of which comprises low 
turned front lapels and which body portion 
is provided, adjacent to said lapels, with 
ining parts having free front edges, to for in 
pockets, but which are provided with means 
whereby they may be detachably attached 
to the body of the coat, and facings per 
manently attached to said lining parts and 
adapted to be received in said pockets (or 
to be folded outward over said lapels, coin 
bined with means for detachably attaching 
the outer edges of Said facings to the under 
sides of the said lapels. 

2. The heirein described convertible coat 
tle body portion of which comprises low 
turned front lapels and which body portion 
is provided, adjacent to said lapels, with lin 
ing parts having free front edges, to form 
pockets, but which are provided with means 
whereby they may be detachably attached to . 
the loody of the coat, and facings perma 
nently attached to said lining parts and 
adapted to be received in Said pockets or to 
be folded outward over said lapels, coin 
bined with means foi' detachably attaching 
the Outer edges of said facings to the under 
sides of the said lapels, said means compris 
ing separable fastenings the .nenbers of 
which are attached to the under sides of said 
lapels and to the free edges of said facings. 

3. The herein described convertible coat 
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having divided fronts providing skirt por 
tions the front parts of which are adapted 
to be turned inward, the real parts of the 
skii’t portions of the coat being provided 
With linings having free front edges to form 
pockets into which the front parts of the 
skilt may be folded when the coat is to be 
converted into a dress coat, the said front 
edges of said linings being provided with 
hooks, and the face sides of the body of the 
skii’t being provided with loops with which 
said hooks may be engaged, to detachably 
attach the front edges of said linings to the 
skirt, and thereby retain the infolded pol 
tions of the skirt in said pockets. 

4. The herein described convertible coat 
laving divided fronts providing skirt por 
tions the front parts of which are adapted 
to be turned in Ward, the rear parts of the 
skilt portions of the coat being provided 
with linings having free front edges to form 
pockets into which the front parts of the 
skit may be folded when the coat is to be 
converted into a dress coat, the said front 
edges of said linings being provided with 
hooks, and the face sides of the body of the 
skirt being provided with loops with which 
Said hooks may be engaged, to detachably 
attach the front edges of said linings to the 
skirt, and thereby retain the infolded por 
tions of the skirt in said pockets, the ad 
jacent edges of the body part of the coat 
and the infolding front part of the skirt 
having overlapping parts provided with 
Separable fastenel's. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. 

FRANK T. MATTHEWS. 
Witnesses: 

N. P. CHAPAIAN, 
W. C. CHAPMAN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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