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(57) Abstract: Provided is a high-performance and bright objec-
tive optical system that is capable of focusing in response to a
change in object distance and compatible with a small high-pixel
imaging element. The objective optical system is characterized by:
including, in the order from the object side, a first group G1 hav-
ing positive refractive power, a second group G2 having negative
refractive power, and a third group G3 having positive refractive
power; performing focusing by moving the second group G2; and
satisfying conditional expression (1): -18<G2/FL<-11, where G2
represents the focal distance of the second group, and FL repre-
sents the focal distance of the objective optical system as a whole
in a normal observation state.
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