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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SIGOURNEY WALEs, of 

Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a certain 
new and Improved Connection for Straps or 
Bands, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

very simple and cheap device which may be 
used for connecting two or more strap or band 
ends, so that the latter may be conveniently 
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adjusted lengthwise and also detached when 
desired. 
To this end my invention consists in the com 

bination, with a skeleton-like plate or frame 
having an open center and two or more pairs 
of parallel bars in its margin, of two or more 
straps or bands each having its end passed 
around one of the bars of one pair, and thence 
inserted under the other of said bars and re 
troverted or turned back upon itself, as fully 
hereinafter specified. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1, 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 represent connections 
which differ slightly from each other in form, 
but which all embody the invention; and Fig. 
9 represents a view of a connection of the form 
shown in Fig. 1, with straps or bands attached 
thereto. 

Similar letters of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures. 
The connections, which are each formed of 

a single piece of sheet metal, by stamping or 
cutting, may be of triangular, rectangular, or 
circular form, as here represented, or, if desir. 
able, they may be of polygonal form. The con 
nection consists of a skeleton - like plate or 
frame having an open center, A, and in the 
margin or edges of which are formed by the 
same stamping operation pairs of bars at a. 
The plate or frame represented in Fig. 1, which 
is triangular, has pairs of parallel bars a, a upon 
all three sides thereof. 

Fig.2 shows a plate or frame similar to Fig. 
1, except that instead of having parallel bars 
on three sides it has them only upon two sides 
and three parallel bars, a. a. a, upon the third 
side. 

Fig. 3 shows a plate or frame similar to Fig. 
l, except that it has three parallel bars, a. a. a, 
upon two sides and two parallel bars, a. a, upon 
the third side. 

Fig. 4 shows a plate or frame similar to Fig. 
1, except that it has parallel bars at a upon two 
site, only, and upon the third side a single 
ar, 0. 
Fig. 5 represents a plate or frame similar to 

Fig. 1, except that it has three parallel bars, 
0 at 0, upon one side, two parallel bars, a. a, 
upon another side, and a single bar, b, upon the 
third side. 

Fig.6 shows a plate or frame of rectangular 
form having parallel bars a, a upon three sides 
thereof and a singlebar, b, upon the fourth side; 
though, if desirable, it might have parallel bars 
upon all four sides. 

Fig. 7 shows a plate or frame similar to that 
shown in Fig. 6, except that the plate or frame 
illustrated in Fig. 7 has three parallel bars, 
at at a, upon one side, two parallel bars upon 
another side, and a single bar, b, upon each of 
the other two sides. 

Fig. 8 shows a plate or frame of circular form 
divided so as to form three pairs of curved par 
allel bars at a, but it might be divided so as to 
form four or more pairs of bars. 
The manner of attaching the straps or bands 

B is clearly shown in Fig. 9, the end of the 
strap or band being passed first through the 
open center or around one of the parallel bars 
and thence inserted under another of said bars 
and retroverted or turned back upon itself. 
Where only a single bar is shown the end of 
the strap or bandisintended to be permanently 
sewed or fastened thereon in any suitable man 
ner. Where there are three parallel bars the 
strap may be passed through the open center 
or not, as is desired. The open center is very 
advantageous, inasmuch as it enables parallel 
bars to be made by a single slot, while with a 
closed center two slots upon a side would be 
necessary, requiring a punch or cutter much 
more difficult to make and much more liable to 
be broken than the tool used to make the open 
center connection. 

It is obvious that, inasmuch as the adjacent 
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edges of the straps or bands may be in con 
tactor even slightly overlapped, the connection 
maybe small as compared with the width of the 
straps or bands, it being unnecessary to leave 
any metal between them. 
By my invention I produce a simple connec 

tion, which may be very cheaply manufactured 
and very conveniently used for connecting the 
straps or bands of garters, braces, suspenders, 
and other articles of wearing-apparel, and for 
other purposes. 

It will be observed that the open center is 
advantageous whether the plate or frame com 
prises two or more pairs of parallel bars. If 
the plate or frame has two pairs of bars it may 
be made smaller in two dimensions, and if it 
has three pairs of bars it may be made smaller 
in all three of its dimensions. 
In referring to the plates or frames as hav 

ing two or more pairs of parallel bars I do not 
mean that two sides of the plate or frame should 
have two parallel bars, and two only, but that 

upon each of two sides thereof there shall be 
at least two parallel bars, and one or both of 
such pairs may be supplemented by a third bar. 25 
For instance, in Fig. 3 the plate or frame has 
a pair of bars upon each of its three sides, and 
upon two sides an additional bar, while upon 
the third side there is only a pair. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 3o 

secure by Letters Patent, is 
The combination, with a skeleton-like plate 

or frame having an open center and two or 
more pairs of parallel bars in its margin, of 
two or more straps or bands, each having its 35 
end passed around one of the bars of one pair 
and thence inserted under the other of said 
bars, and retroverted or turned back upon it 
self, substantially as specified. 

SIGOURNEY WALES. 
Witnesses: 

R. J. ASHWOOD, 
H. S. CHASE. 

  


