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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A versatile contoured chair for multiple use indoors or
outdoors. The bottom is provided with stubby legs sur-
rounded by radial circumferentially spaced fins. The lower
ends of these legs are provided with attachable and
detachable glides. Each glide embodies a friction-held cup
equipped with a coaster-type foot, more particularly, a
disk which is joined to the cup by a ball and socket joint
and is accordingly self-levelling. The legs are such as to
permit optional use of an attachable buoyant pad.

This invention relates to certain mew and useful im-
provements in a multiple use chair which lends itself to
versatile use indoors and outdoors and which, generally
construed, comprises a form-fitting contoured smooth-
finished chair which has short legs at its respective corners,
said legs being such in construction that they facilitate
attaching an optionally usable buoyant pad to the under-
neath side of the chair bottom.

More specifically, the herein disclosed chair has stubby
corner legs with attachable self-levelling feet. Thus con-
structed the chair can be used by itself in numerous ways,
which will be hereinafter revealed. However, and to the
over-all ends desired, these same legs permit feasible and
highly desirable attachment use of a buoyant pad, the
latter being adapted to function as a float in a private or
public pool or the like, for poolside use and as a comple-
ment to the chair when it is used in many and differing
ways and such as will be set forth with greater partic-
ularity in the following description.

Briefly, the chair by itself is made of high impact
plastic material, polypropylene for example, and is
virtually indestructible, is such in shape and design that
it provides a comfortable seat for low coffee tables,
adjacent sunken fire pits, in sation wagons, boats, campers,
house boats, for use on a patio, at the beach, at a pool-
side, and for watching TV indoors or outdoors. The out-
wardly flaring short legs at the corners of the chair bottom
well serve their many purposes and for best results the
attachable and detachable swivel-type glides provide
serviceable multipurpose self-levelling feet. The legs,
equipped with unique radial fins, are ideally suited for use
in conjunction with a colorful foam rubber chair support-
ing pad whose apertured corner portions fittingly accom-
modate the coacting legs in such a manner that the pad
serves as a convertible base and provides a float. Then,
too, the pad is held in its usable position by the disk-like
feet of the above-named glides.

One and a significant object of the chair and pad com-
bination is that wherein it enables an occupant to float
and rove “submarine style” with only the head and
shoulders above the water’s surface. This mode of use
is recommended for swimmers only for the reason that, as
can be understood, considerable trial and error practice
is required to maintain a safe and reliable upright posi-
tion. This manner of use requires balance and skill but
promotes fun and self-serving exercise,

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
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panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the ready-to-use
multiple use chair comstructed in accordance with the
invention and showing the buoyant pad in its attached
position.

FIG. 2 is a view on an enlarged scale taken approxi-
mately on the plane of the section line 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a view on a similar scale at right angles to
FIG. 2 and taken on the section line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged detail view with parts in section
and elevation showing the composite leg construction, the
view being taken on the vertical line 4—4 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an exploded type illus-
trating the chair with one leg showing, the corner-aper-
tured pad, and the four swivel-type glides.

FIG. 6 is a view in perspective showing how the novel
chair can float atop a body of water.

FIG. 7 is a view in perspective based on FIG. 6 and
showing how the occupant is enabled to rove about in the
aforementioned “submarine style.”

FIG. 8 is a view in side elevation showing how the
chair at the right can be poised and supported in a posi-
tion during which time the pad serves as a convenient
backrest.

FIG. 9 is a view in side elevation showing how the chair
can be inverted and positioned to function as a hood
and sun shield.

The chair by itself is denoted by the numeral 10 and
the optional and readily attachable and detachable buoy-
ant pad is denoted by the numeral 12. The chair is pref-
erably but not necessarily of one piece construction and
is of a form fitting carefully contoured type. It can be
and usually is made of high impact polypropylene and
is light in weight and, as experience has shown, is vir-
toally indestructible. This chair is characterized by a
dished bottom 14 which provides the dished configura-
tion shown in FIG. 2. The forward lip portion of the
bottom is denoted at 16. The integral upstanding back-
rest is denoted generally by the numeral 18 (FIG. 2) and
has a lower half portion 20 and an upper extension or
half portion 22. The marginal edges particularly of the
upper half portion are suitably rolled to provide the de-
sired bead effect as denoted at 24. The upstanding opposed
spaced parallel side walls which border the margins of the
seat portion are denoted at 26 and the rolled free edges
28 provide comfortable armrests. The bottom 14 is por-
vided on its underneath side at its respective four corners
with composite depending outwardly flaring oblique
angled legs. These legs are the same in construction and
a description of one will suffice for all. With reference
to FIG. 4 it will be seen that each leg comprises a rela-
tively short cylindrical tubular component 30 which pro-
vides a socket member for the inserted tube or sleeve 32.
The sleeve is secured in place so that the lower end por-
tion 34 projects as denoted in FIG. 4 and serves as a
floor or surface contacting member. Each leg is sur-
rounded by radial circumferentially spaced downwardly
narrowing fins 36. This leg construction lends itself to
feasible use of a somewhat conventional type glider. The
glider is denoted, generally construed, by the numeral
38 and comprises a cup-like member 40 which is friction-
fitted over the extension 34 and is securely but remov-
ably maintained in place. The coaster-like disk 42 pro-
vides a foot and a ball-and-socket joint serves to swivelly
join the foot to the cup thus providing the self-levelling
foot shown. The numeral 44 (FIGS. 2 and 3) provides
a depending reinforcing flange at the rear. The similar
but slightly deeper side flanges 46 are shown to advantage
in FIG. 3.

The compressibly resilient foam rubber or equivalent
pad (made from eathafoam if desired) is of the substan-
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tially rectangular shape shown in FIG. 5. It is of a size
that it underlies and has its marginal portions projecting
beyond the chair bottom 14. The top and bottom surfaces
48 and 50 are preferably flat. The respective corner por-
tions are provided with holes 52 which extend through
the top and bottom surfaces and are preferably of the
tapered form or shape shown in FIG. 4. These holes are
of a diameter to receive the lower fin-equipped legs. The
legs are wedged or lodged in place in such a manner that
when the cup members 40 are fitted in place, the feet 42,
which then underlie the surface 50, serve to retain the
pad in its given position.

A studied consideration of the views singly and col-
lectively will enable the reader to clearly comprehend
the construction of the short legged chair, the pad, and
the features which combine as in FIG. 4 to detachably
maintain the pad in its optionally usable position.

The innovation herein disclosed is capable of serving
as a seat for sporting events, rain or weather hood, child’s
seat for table or in a car, ice bucket, regular bucket, pool
light cover, backrest on diving board, foot stool, snack
tray over one’s knees, life saver on boats, for games as
a ball or card catcher, therapeutic seat in tub, foot warm-
er, slant lounge support, sun visor, baby rocker, wet bath-
ing suit holder, dune buggy seat, ottoman, or just an
all around useful item that will create a lo tof conversa-
tion and save wear and tear on furniture.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous modi-
fications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the
exact construction and operation shown and described.

‘What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A multiple use chair construction comprising, in
combination, a contour chair embodying a bottom pro-
viding a seat, a back lateral to and joined to a rear edge
of said bottom and providing a backrest, a buoyant pad
comparable in area with the plan dimension of said bot-
tom and underlying said bottom, and means joining said
pad to said bottom with all portions of the pad disposed
below the horizontal plane of the bottom.

2. The chair construction defined in and according to
claim 1, wherein said bottom and pad are substantially
square, said means joining said pad and bottom including
legs which are joined to the respective corner portions
of the bottom, said legs being relatively short and de-
pending below said bottom and being aligned with and
extending through openings provided therefor in oriented
corner portions of said pad with the lower ends of the
legs terminating within the openings in the pad.

3. The chair construction defined in and according to
claim 2, and wherein the lower ends of said legs are pro-
vided with attachable and detachable swivel-type glides
each embodying a friction-held cup which is separably

but retentively connectible with the coacting leg, a disk- 55

like foot, and a ball and socket joint between the cup
and a central portion of said foot.

4. The chair construction defined in claim 3 wherein
said legs are provided with downwardly tapering radial
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fins engaging the periphery of the openings in the pad
thus limiting the movement of the pad onto the legs, said
disk-like foot on each leg releasably securing said pad on
the legs and serving as supports for the chair when rest-
ing on a support surface.

5. The chair construction defined in claim 4 wherein
said bottom includes opposed upstanding side walls joined
with the side edges of the back and having a height gen-
erally one-half of the height of the back, said chair being
made of moldable high impact polypropylene, said back
having an upper self-shape sustaining bendable portion
above the side walls which can be manually doubled up-
on itself and bent forwardly and downwardly over the
bottom and then tied down, bagged and compactly pre-
pared for storing, handling and shipping.

6. The chair construction defined in claim 1 wherein
said pad has a peripheral edge generally aligned with the
periphery of the chair and substantially horizontal top
and bottom surfaces generally paralleling the chair bot-
tom, said pad being comstructed of flexible resilient ma-
terial for use as a float when placed in water and as a
cushioned backrest when the chair is positioned with the
bottom positioned generally in an upstanding relation
to a supporting surface.

7. The chair construction as defined in claim 6 where-
in said bottom and pad are substantially square, said
means joining said pad and bottom including legs which
are joined to the respective corner portions of the bot-
tom, said legs being relatively short and depending be-
low said bottom and being aligned with and extending
through openings provided therefor in oriented corner
portions of said pad with the lower ends of the legs
terminating within the openings in the pad, the lower
ends of said legs are provided with attachable and de-
tachable swivel-type glides each embodying a friction-
held cup which is separably but retentively connectible
with the coacting leg, a disk-like foot, and a ball and
socket joint between the cup and a central portion of
said foot, said legs are provided with downwardly taper-
ing radial fins engaging the periphery of the openings
in the pad thus limiting the movement of the pad onto
the legs, said disk-like foot on each leg releasably secur-
ing said pad on the legs and serving as supports for the
chair when resting on a support surface.
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