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LAMP SHADE. 
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This invention relates to improvements in 
lamp shades and has for one of its objects to 
provide a shade of simple, practical and 
economical construction, the body of which is 
so formed as to obviate the necessity of em 
ploying a frame to support the same. 
Another object is to provide a shade of 

flexible material which may be folded into 
compact form and supported in various ad 
justable positions to permit of variations in 
the contour thereof. 
A further object resides in forming the 

shade of a single length of relatively stiff 
but flexible material plaited transversely to 
lend further rigidity thereto and having, as 
its sole means of support, an opening in the 
center thereof to receive the standard of a 
lamp stand with the material adjacent said 
opening being held between opposed support 
ing elements on said standard. 
A still further object is to provide the sheet 

from which the shade is made with trans 
verse folding lines alternately creased in op 
posite directions to form plaits and and to 
further provide the sheet with a longitudinal, 
staggered folding line which defines a portion 
of the shade as a depending flange or fringe 
when the shade is in operative position. 
The above and other objects will appear 

more clearly from the following detailed 
description when taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings which illustrate a 
preferred embodiment of the inventive idea. 

In the drawings. 
Fig. 1 is an elevation of the shade in one of 

its adjusted positions and constructed in ac 
cordance with the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary top plan view 
thereof. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 with the 
shade in another adjusted position. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical section il 
lustrating in full lines, the manner in which 
the shade is supported in the position of Fig. 
1, and, in dotted lines, its position as shown in 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view of the 
sheet from which the shade is formed. 

Fig. 6 is an elevation of the shade in in 
verted position as it would be used for a ceil ing light. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the shade in 
folded position. 
In making the shade of the present in 

vention, a single length of suitable material 
10 (Fig. 5) having the required degree of 
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flexibility and stiffness is cut from stock. 
Said material may be manila paper, parch 
ment or other kind having the necessary strength. 
Along one edge of the length 10 there is 

formed a series of openings 11 equi-distant 
apart while the other edge may be scalloped 
if desired. Between each pair of adjacent 
Openings 11 the paper is scored transversely 
to provide a folding line 12 and each of these 
lines is creased in opposite directions on dif 
ferent sides of a longitudinal folding line 13 
formed near the scalloped edge of the paper. 
The line 13 is staggered and the material 
folded thereon so that when the paper is 
creased on the various transverse lines 12, 
alternately in opposite directions and with the 
portion of each line 12 between said line 13 
and the said scalloped edge creased in an op 
posite direction from the remainder of said 
line 12, there will be formed a number of 
transverse plaits. The line 13, when creased, 
will provide the shade with a flange or fringe 
14 which is angularly disposed relative to the 
main portion 15. When thus folded and 
cleased the plaits may be collapsed one 
sit the other to the position shown in fig. 7. 
A retaining split ring 16 is engaged through 

the Openings 11 and forms a center about 
which the plaits may be swung to spread the 
shade to an adjusted position such as shown 
in Fig. 1. In such position, the shade may 
be mounted upon a lamp stand and, when 
Suspended in the manner to be presently de 
scribed, does not require any additional means 
of support such as wire frames which are 
generally employed with shades of this type. 
In Fig. 4, there is shown the standard 17 

of a lamp stand having a threaded extension 
18 at its upper end and a stationary disc or 
supporting plate 19 at the inner end of said 
extension. When mounting the shade in po 
sition, the upper end of the standard is in 
serted through the ring 16 until the lower 
edges of the plaits of the shade rest upon the 
disc 19. A second disc 20 is then placed on 
the extension 18 and rested upon the upper 
edges of said plates. By exerting more or 
less pressure upon said disc 20 the angle of 
deviation of the plaits relatively to the stand 
ard may be adjusted as desired, as indicated 
by the full and dotted lines in Fig. 4. In this 
manner the contour and diameter of the shade 
may be varied at will, the illustration in Fig. 
3 indicating the appearance of the shade 
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when the plaits are made to assume the dotted 
line position of Fig. 4. After obtaining the 
desired shape, a nut 21 in the fol'm of a knob 
is threaded upon the extension 18 and into en 
gagement with the disc 20 to hold the latter in 
adjusted position. Thus the shade, without 
any additional Support, will be held in the de 
sired position and be prevented from collaps 
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ing only by engagement of the discs 19 and 20 
with opposed edges of the plaits surrounding 
the opening formed by the ring 16. After 
the shade has been properly adjusted, the free 
end plaits thereof may be secured together in 
any suitable manner. 
Should it be desired to employ the shade 

for a ceiling light, it may be made to assuane 
the inverted position shown in Fig. 6. This 
can be done before Securing the end plaits to 
gether by simply swinging the plaits upward 
ly from the position shown in Fig. 1. for in 
stance, and about the ring 16 as a pivot 
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whereupon what was formerly the inside sur 
face of the shade will then form the exterior 
surface thereof. - 

What is claimed is: 
in combination, a lamp shade of flexible 

material having an opening therein and 
transverse folding lines forning plaits hav 
ing upper and lower edges, a standard having 
a threaded extension projecting through said 
opening, a disc at the inner end of said exten 
sion and forming a support for the lower 
edges of said plaits adjacent said opening, a 
second disc slidably adjustable on said exten 
sion and engaging the upper edges of said 
plaits to inlaintain the shade in different. po 
sitions of adjustment in which the diameter 
Of said shade is varied, and means threaded on 
said extension and engageable with said sec 
Ond disc for adjusting the same along the ex 
tension and retaining it in adjusted positions. 
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