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4 Claims.

This invention relates to an improved extractor
basket and conveying means therefor. It is es-
pecially intended for use in laundries but is
adapted for use in other industries utilizing ex-
tractors in a similar manner.

An object of the invention is to provide the
combination with a rotatable extractor having
side walls and a bottom, of an extractor basket
comprising a plurality of compartment members
each having substantially vertical walls and a
bottom, the compartment members being formed
in such a manner that when grouped with their
vertical walls abutting they fit within said ex-
tractor side walls and the outer face of the
bottoms of the compartment members drivingly
engage the extractor bottom.

Another feature of the invention is the provi-
sion of an extractor basket compartment member
having its central portion arranged to embrace

o the upwardly extending central bearing pedestal

of a well-known type of extractor,

Another object of the invention is to provide
in an extractor basket compartment member as
above set forth, a bottom coextensive with the
side walls and having a hinge connection with
one of the side walls adapting the bottom to swing
outwardly so as to expeditiously dump the entire
contents of the compartment.

Another object of the invention is to provide in
combination with the inner extractor basket
compartment member above described a sup-
porting frame and means for conveying the
frame from place to place.

Other objects and advantages and novel fea-
tures will be apparent from the accompanying de-
scription when taken with the drawings in which
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an extractor with
its cover in open position and the containers sus-
pended above the extractor with their bottoms
swung to dumping position; Fig. 2 is a central
section through the extractor, basket and com-
partment members; Fig, 3 is a perspective view
showing the compartment members removed
from the extractor and resting upon their sup-
porting frames; Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmental
sectional view showing the latch retaining the
bottom in closed position; Fig. 5 is a fragmental
view partly in section showing the position of the
compartment bottom just after the latch has been
released; while Fig. 6 is a partial perspective view
showing hoisting means for the compartment
members, - .

My device is particularly applicable in laun-
dries for transferring washed articles from the
washing wheel to an extractor in which con-
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tained water is driven out by centrifugal action.
The compartment members are adapted to be
placed alongside the wash wheel where the
clothes are lifted into the compartment members
which are then conveyed by any suitable means
and placed within an extractor where the articles
are whirled to remove the moisture. At the com-
pletion of this operation the compartment mem-
bers may be lifted out of the exiractor and the
bottoms moved to dumping position so as to dis-
charge the contents. This requires but one han-
dling of the articles from the time they are re-
moved from the wash wheel until they are ready
to be carried away from the extractor. '

My invention is illustrated in connection with
a well-known type of extractor having a curb
{0 and a cover member {{ within which the ex-
tractor proper is mounted and which comprises
side walls 12 and a bottom 13 rotatably mounted
by means of an upstanding central bearing ped-
estal 14 on shaft {5 which is provided with bear-
ings {6 and {71 and shaft rotating means repre-
sented at 18. A center bearing cap member is
shown at {9 and brake means 20 operable by
lever 21 for stopping rotation of the basket.
Such extractors are well known in the art and

_ further description is thought unnecessary.

I provide a plurality of compartment members
which may have various shapes but are prefer-
ably so constructed that when grouped in a con-
tinuous series their outer walls will be slightly
less in extent than, and adapted to fit within
the side walls 12 of the extractor. Preferably
these compartment members are sector shaped
and in the form illustrated comprise members 22
semi-circular in plan, each having a semi-circular
vertically extending perforated side wall 23 and
a diametrically extending wall 24, A suitable
construction of these side walls comprises a frame
to which sheet members are - suitably secured.
The construction of the diametrically extending
walls is best seen in Fig. 3 and comprises frame
members 25 to which the plane vertically extend-
ing sheets 26 are secured. The central portions
of the diametrically extending walls are so
formed that when the compartment members
are placed with these walls contiguous, that is,
in position within the extractor, the central por-
tions of these walls surround and enclose the
central bearing pedestal {4, As shown, these
central portions are recesses 26’ substantially
conical in shape. The bottoms 27 of the com-
partment members are coextensive therewith, be-
ing substantially semi-circular in plan and hav-
ing the central portion of their diametrical edges
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converging upwardly as shown at 27’ to form con-
ical sleeve portions adapted to embrace the coni-
cal recess portions 26’. In order that the entire
contents of the compartment member may be
dumped, these bottom members have their dia-
metrical side edges hingedly connected at 28
with the diametrically extending side walls of
the compartment members so that the bottoms
swing downwardly and outwardly as shown in
Fig. 1. .

For retaining the compartment bottoms in
closed position, coacting latching members are
provided on the side wall of the container and
the bottom thereof as best seen in Fig. 4. This
mechanism comprises a latch 29 within a hous-
ing 30 which is secured to the compartment bot-
tom and the latch is biased toward locked posi-
tion by a spring 3f. A latch release lever 32 is
pivoted at 33 within a housing 34 which forms

part of the semi-circular wall of the compart--

ment. This lever has an upwardly extending

- handle 35 for manipulation thereof and a spring
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36 maintains the handle in its vertical position.

The bottoms of the compartment members are
arranged for driving engagement with the ex-
tractor bottom and to this end the extractor
bottom is provided with recesses into which com-
plementary projections of the compartment
bottoms enter. In the form shown, an annular
recess 31 is provided in the extractor bottom and
driving ring portions 38 which are rigidly con-
nected with the compartment bottoms 21, fit
within the recess 31 so as to provide a driving
connection between the extractor and the various
compartment members when they are in the
position of Fig. 2.

Means is provided for lifting the compartment
members out of the extractor, that- shown com-
prising openings 39 in the upper portion of the
diametrically extending walls of the compartment
members and which may be engaged by hooks 40
on a yoke 41 which in turn has an eye 42 which
is engageable by suitable hoisting means. How-
ever, it will be understood that other means for
lifting the compartment members is within the
scope of my invention. .

For moving the compartment members from
place to place, other transportation means is pro-
vided comprising frames 43 semi-circular in plan
and each adapted to support a compartment
member. As shown in Fig. 3, the supporting
means comprises a semi-circular angle member
44 conforming to the semi-circular edge of the
compartment member and an upstanding cen-
trally located conical portion 45 which is adapted
to engage the conical recess 26’ of the compart-
ment member. This frame is provided with con-
veying means, that illustrated comprising the
truck wheels 46. ‘

I have thus provided separable extractor
basket compartment members which are of light
but strong construction and which utilize all of
the available article-handling space within the
type of extractor illustrated and which provide
for swinging the entire bottom portion to dump-
ing position for discharging the contents of each
compartment. At the same time, the compart-
ment members have no obstructing portions on
their outer walls but on the contrary the side
walls and bottoms thereof conform closely to the
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walls of the extractor and the bottom members
of the extractor compartment are provided with
means forming an efficient driving connection
therebetween.

What I claim is:

1. The combination with an extractor having
side walls and a bottom and means for rotating
the same of an extractor basket comprising a
plurality of compartment members, each having
substantially vertical walls and a bottom, said
compartment members being formed in such a
manner that when grouped with their vertical
walls abutting they fit within said extractor side
walls, there being a continuous annular recess
in said extractor bottom and complementary
projections on the bottoms of said compartment
members adapted when said members are grouped
to form a substantially continuous annular ring
:,dapted to engage said recesses in driving rela-

ion,

2. The combination with an extractor having
side walls, a bottom, an upstanding central bear-
ing pedestal and means for rotating said extractor
of an extractor basket comprising two substan-
tially semi-circular ‘compartment members
adapted to fit within said extractor side walls
when their diametrically extending walls are
placed together, and the central portions of said
contiguous diametrically extending walls being
recessed to form substantially a cone adapted to
embrace said central pedestal.

3. The combination with an extractor having
side walls, a bottom, an upstanding central bear-
ing pedestal and means for rotating said extrac-
tor of an extractor basket comprising two sub-
stantially semi-circular compartment members
adapted to fit within said extractor side walls
when their diametrically extending walls are
placed together, the central portion of each of
said contiguous diametricaliy extending walls
being recessed to form substantially half a cone
adapted together to embrace said central ped-
- estal, each of said compartment members having
a bottom substantially semi-circular in plan and
conforming to the side walls of said member and
converging upwardly at the center of its diametri-
cal edge to form a portion cooperative with a
portion of said cone to define the compartment
cavity, and each of said bottoms having its dia-
metrical edge hingedly connected with the dia-
metrically extending side wall of its associated
compartment member so as to swing outwardly.

4, In combination, an extractor basket com-
partment member having a side wall substantially
semi-circular in plan and a diametrically ex-
tending wall, there being a recess portion posi-
tioned centrally of said diametrically extending
wall corresponding to a vertically split cone, said
mémber having a bottom coextensive with said
walls, said bottom converging upwardly at the
center of its diametrical edge to form a conical
sleeve portion adapted to embrace said recess por-
Jtion, and a frame substantially semi-circular
in plan adapted to support said member, said
frame having an upstanding conical portion
adapted to enter the conical sleeve portion of said
bottom, and said frame being provided with
conveying means.

OSCAR W, JOHNSON.
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