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(57) Abstract: With each communication terminal, one com-
munication terminal functions as a parent having a relay func-
tion, the remaining communication terminals function as chil-
dren, and the communication terminals connect to a commu-
nication network wherein communication message receiving
among the child communication terminals is carried out via
the parent. Each communication terminal transmits a retention
list, which is a list wherein information of data retained by
that communication terminal itself is recited, to another com-
munication terminal. In addition, each communication termin-
al temporarily stores the retention list which is received from
the other communication terminals. Fach communication ter-
minal, it not functioning as the parent, selects with priority,
from among the stored retention lists, a retention list which
does not match its own retention list and the transmission
source whereof is the parent communication terminal, and if
the communication terminal functions as the parent, the com-
munication terminal selects an arbitrary retention list that
does not match its own retention list. Each communication
terminal receives the communication message from the other
terminal which is the transmission source of the selected re-
tention list and carries out sharing of the data therewith.
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