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ROOF-CLIMBER.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, James S. Baxer and
Crarups F. KercHEM, citizens of the United
States, and residents of Cornish, in the Chicka-

saw Nation, Indian Territory, have made cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in.Roof-
Climbers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, : ' ‘
Our invention is an improvement in that
class of devices which are adapted to be at-
tached to the feet to enable the wearer to
walk or otherwise support himself upon shin-
gle or other sloping wooden roofs. By means
of said devices the use of wooden brackets or
scaffolds may be dispensed with for the pur-
pose of supporting the wearer on sloping
roofs, and thereby a-great economy of time
and labor effected in the shingling or repair
of roofs. .
The invention is embodied in the construc-
tion, arrangement, and combination of parts
hereinafter described, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which— .
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the main
portion of our improvement, no means for at~
tachingitto the foot of the wearer being shown.
Fig. 2 is a face view of one of the main at-
tachments to the foot-piece. Fig. 3 is a per-

. spective view of the roof-climber complete.
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. axis of the foot-piece.
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Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the
position assumed by the roof-climber when in
use upon a sloping roof. ‘

A indicates an oblong wooden piece, which
is shown in Fig. 8 to be provided with heel
and toe straps @ o' substantially in the man-
ner of a well-known class of ladies’ skates.
The attachments of the base of the foot-piece
A, by which the wearer is enabled to walk or
otherwise support himself upon a sloping
roof, are a$ follows: -

B and C indicate the two similar supports,
which are constructed of metal, preferably
plate-steel, and secured to the under side of
the foot-piece A at points midway between
the center and ends of the latter and trans-
verse or at right angles to the longitudinal
At its lower corners
the plate-support B is provided with claws 3,
which are turned in opposite directions. The
main plate-support C. is similarly provided
with claws ¢. The portion of each of the
supports B C which intervenes their respec-

’ Specification of Letters Patent.
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tive claws or prongs is straight. Laterally-

projecting claws D E are provided at points

immediately above the respective vertical sup-
ports B and C. Asshown inFig. 2, the parts
B and C are preferably constructed as per-
manent attachments of lateral projections D
and E, the two parts being in each case rivet-
ed to the foot-piece-A. The parts D E are
narrow metal straps, preferably steel, their
lateral projecting ends being curved slightly
downward and provided with claws or prongs
@ and ¢, respectively, which intervene shoul-
ders d and ¢, respectively. The rear end of
the foot-piece A is provided with a claw G,
which is extended rearward and curved down-

.ward. To the rear foot-support B is attached
another heel-piece F, (see Fig. 1,) which is -

provided with arms having claws £, con-
structed substantially like those which are
formed on the lateral projections D and E.
The vertical supports B and Care provided
ontheiradjacentinnersides, respectively, with
inelined braces & and ¢. The upper ends of
these braces are attached to the foot-piece A at
points which are in practice about one and
one-half inches apart, which space enables the
wearer of the roof-climber to ascend and de-
scend a ladder with ease, since it is wide enough
to receive the rungs of the same. _
It will’ be understood that in practice a
workman or other person having occasion to
work upon a sloping roof will attach a climber
to each foot. By placing one or both feet in
such position that the climber or climbers are

inclined, asshown in Fig. 4, it is apparent that

the claws on the lower side will engage the
shingles, so as to prevent slipping. It will

be seen that the shoulders & and ¢ of the re--

spective lateral prongs D E will prevent the

claws d ¢ from entering the shingles so deeply

as tosplit them. Similarly, the claws ¢and 6
of the vertical supports B and C will not en-
ter the shingles too deeply. The workman is
thus enabled to support himself conveniently
and without any serious strain upon the legs
or ankles. It is apparent that the greater
the weight imposed upon the roof-climber the
more firmly the prongs will retain their hold
upon the roof. In case the workman desires

to reverse -his position on the roof, so as to
face in the opposite direction, the heel-claw
G may be set in the shingles and uséd as a
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turning-point. In case the workman desires
to descend the roof the claws F and G enable
him to do so without danger of slipping. The
straight portion of the lower edge of the ver-
tical supports B and C, which intervenes their
respective claws, enablesa person to walk upon
a floor or other flat surface if occasion re-
quires.

What we claim is—

1. Theimproved roof-climbing device, com-
prising a foot-piece provided with devices for
attachment to the foot of the wearer and hav-
ing transverse supports provided with claws
at their Jower corners, the portion interven-
ing said claws being straight to form a tread-
surface, and the claws being retracted so that
they do not project below the. plane of the
portion intervening them, substantially as de-
seribed. ,

9. Theimproved roof-climbing device, com-
prising a foot-piece having foot attachments,
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vertical supports constructed of plate nietal
and having their lower corners provided with
claws, and laterally - projecting prongs at-
tached to the foot-piece and provided at their
ends with claws and lateral shoulders, sub-
stantidlly as described.

3. Theimproved roof-climbing device, com-
prising a foot-piece with foot attachments and
having vertical supports provided with claws,
and heel-claws attached to said foot-piece and
the rear support and projecting rearward, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

J. S. BAKER.
C. F. KETCHEM.

Witnesses:
W. A. WiLson,
W. J. Crowpus.
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