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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ANDY JOHN MELIN, OF WALLACE, IDAHO.

COMBINED COMB AND TOOTH-BRUSH.

1,189,852, -

To all whom it may concern:
- .Be it known that I, Anoy JomN MELIN,

a subject of the King of Sweden, and a resi-
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dent of Wallace, in the county of Sheshone
and State of Idaho, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in a Com-

bined Comb and Tooth-Brush, of which the .

following is a specification. -
This invention relates to improvements in

a combined comb and tooth-brush holder,

and it consists in certain peculiarities of the
construction, novel arrangement, and opera-
tion of the various parts thereof, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth and specifi-
cally claimed. '

T{\e principal object of the invention is

to provide 2 toilet article comprising a comb

and a tooth-brush, which shall be simple and
inexpensive in construction, strong, durable
and efficient in operation, and so made that
its parts may be folded into a compact form
and thus maintained, so as to be readily car-
ried in the pocket of a traveler, if desired.

Another object of the invention, is fo so
construct the device that the brush will nor-
mally be tightly inclosed within a casin
therefor, so as to protect it from dust an
exposure to lint and the like, yet can be
readily extended from the casing and sup-
ported thereby, as well as, by the comb, in
its operative position.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will be disclosed in the subjoined
description and explahation.

In the accompanying drawing which
serves to illustrate an embodiment of the
invention Figure 1 is a side view of a com-
bined comb and tooth-brush holder embody-
ing the invention, showing the parts in their
folded or normal positions. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal sectional view through the holder
showing by continuous lines the positions
the toothbrush and the powder box will oc-
cupy, when the latter is used and when the
parts-are in their normal positions and by

dotted lines at one end of the figure, about -

the position the toothbrush will occupy
when extended from the holder, and at the
other end of the figure, by dotted lines about
the position the holder will occupy when the
brush is being removed therefrom and ex-
tended. Fig. 8 is a cross sectional view
taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 2 looking in the
direction indicated by the arrows. Fig. 4 is
an end view of the device showing one of the
means for holding the parts in their closed
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positions. Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional

view of a portion of the comb and holder .

and a part of the brush handle, showing a

modification in the construction of the
holder and the locking spring therefor and
Fig. 6 is an end view of the construction
shown in Fig. 5.

Like numerals of reference refer to cor-
responding parts throughout the different
views of the drawing.

The reference numeral 8 designates the
holder for the comb and brush, and a pow-
der box, if desired, and said holder may be
made of any suitable size, form and mate-
rial, but preferably of about the shape
shown in thé drawing, that is to say, sub-
stantially horse-shoe shaped in cross-section
with its ends closed, thus forming a cavity
for the reception of the toothbrush and one
or more other articles, such as a box of tooth
powder or tooth paste. At one of its ends,
which I will term the hinged end, the holder
or casing 8 is provided at each of its sides
with a downwardly extended lug 9 in the
upper portion of which is transversely lo-
cated a pivot 10 which is exténded trans-
versely through a suitable opening in the
reinforcing strip 11 for the comb 12, which
comb, may be of the ordinary or any shit-
able kind. As is clearly shown'in Fig. 3 of
the drawing, the reinforcing strip 11, is pro-
vided in its lower portion with a longitudi-
nal groove 13 in which the back or upper
portion 14 of the comb is located and may be
held therein by means of wedge-shaped pins
15 extended transversely through the strip
11 and back 14 of the comb. The upper
portion of the strip 11 is provided with .a
longitudinally extended tenon or reduced
portion 16 which is of sufficient width to fit
snugly between the lower portion of the
sides of the holder or casing 8, as is clearly
shown in Fig. 8 of the drawing. That end
of the casing 8 opposite its pivoted end is
provided with an inwardly extended en-
largement 17 which terminates short of the
casing or holder and at a point some dis-
tance above the upper surface of the tenon
or projection 16 as will be readily under-
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stood by reference to Figs. 2 and 4 of the -

drawing, so as to afford space 18 for the re-
ception of the handle 19 of a tooth brush 20
which may be of the ordinary or any pre-
ferred construction. The end of the handle
19 opposite the brush 20 is pivotally secured
to a lug 21 extended upwardly from the
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tenon or projection 16, and located at a suit-
able point inwardly of the inner end of the
enlargement 17 of the casing. The Iug or
projection 21 is preferably extended through
an open slot in the end of the handle 19,
which handle is pivotally connected to said
lug by means of a suitable pivot, pivotally
secured to that end of the comb 12 adjacent
to the end of the casing 8 having the en-
largement 17 is a catch 22 which has at its
upper end a hook 23 to engage a pin 24 on
the adjacent end of the casing. This catch
is employed to secure the comb and casing
or holder together after the tooth brush has
been folded into the position shown by con-
tinuous lines in Fig. 2 of the drawing. By
providing the casing or holder 8 with an en-
largement 17, it is apparent that after the
holder has been raised to about the position
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2, and after
the tooth brush has been turned on its pivot
to the position shown by dotted lines in said
figure, the casing can be lowered so that the
enlargement 17 thereof will rest on the han-
dle 19 and firmly hold the brush in its ex-
tended position for use.

In Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawing is shown
a modification in the construction of the de-
vice which consists in constructing the parts
and arranging them, as above set forth, with
the exception that the enlargement 17 of the
former construction, is omitted from the cas-
ing or holder 8 thus leaving its end open as
is shown in Fig. 5 of the drawing, which
open end will be closed by means of a spring
catch 25 which is pivotally secured at its
lower end to the back 14 of the comb. In
this modified construction a rod or pin 26
is extended transversely from one of the
sides of the casing to the other side thereof,
and is so located that when the handle 19 of
the tooth brush is extended to about the po-
sition shown in Fig. 5 said pin or rod will
rest on the upper surface of the handle and
securely hold the tooth brush in its operative
position. It is obvious that-a box 29 con-
taining tooth powder or tooth paste may be
located in the cavity of the casing or holder,
as there will be ample room for the same
between the brush and the end of said cavity.

By constructing the device according to
my invention, it is evident that a very con-
venient and compact toilet article will be
provided, which can be readily carried in
the pocket, if desired and that when the
parts are in their closed positions the tooth
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brush will be protected from dust and the
like, yet will be ever ready and convenient
for use,

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is—

1. In a combined comb and toothbrush,
the combination with a hollow casing or
holder, of a comb-carrying strip pivotally
connected at one of its ends to one end of
said holder and adapted to lie along and
close one edge of the latter, a tooth-brush
having one end of its handle pivotally con-
nected to the said strip, at a distance from
its free end, and means carried by the cas-
ing or holder to rest on said handle when the
brush is extended from the cavity of the
holder and the said strip is returned to its
normal position.

2. In a combined comb and tooth-brush,
the combination with a hollow casing or
holder, of a comb-carrying strip pivotally
connected at one of its ends to one end of
said holder and adapted to lie along and
close one edge of the latter, a tooth-brush
having one end of its handle pivotally con-
nected to the said strip, at a distance from
its free end, means carried by the casing or
holder to rest on said handle when the brush
is extended from the cavity of the holder
and the said strip is returned to its normal
position, and means to secure the free ends
of the holder and strip together. :

8. In a combined comb and tooth-brush,
the combination with a hollow casing hav-
ing its side walls spaced apart in parallelism
at one of the edges of the casing and pro-
vided at one of its ends with an inwardly
extended enlargement, of a comb-carrying
strip pivotally connected at one of its ends
to the end of the holder opposite that end
thereof having said enlargement, the said
strip having on its surface adjacent to the
holder a longitudinally extended tenon to
fit between the sides of the holder at one of
its edges, a tooth-brush having one end of
its handle pivotally connected to the said
tenon at a distance from its free end, and
means carried by the said strip at its free
end to engage the free end of the holder for
the purpose of securing them together.

ANDY JOHN MELIN."

Witnesses:
Bina Brownson,
Geo. W. WALKER.
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