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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL M. PEPPER,
of Danbury, county of Stokes and State of North
Carolina, have invented certain new and useful
Improvement in Tobacco and other Presses;
and I do hereby declare the fellowing to be a full,
clear, and exact description thereot sufficient to
enable those skilled in the art to which my in-
vention appertains to makeé and use the same,

reférence being had to the accompanying draw-’

“ing forming palt of this specification, and in
thch the figure is a perspective view of my im-
proved press.

The essential features of my invention consist
in the coneentrated force applied to a press by
means of tanks filled with water, so constructed
as to-operate upon one end of a horizontal arm or
lever, hinged or otherwise suitably fastened at
the other end in an upright beam, on the side of
which the press works up and down in suitable
bearings over the shaper or box containing the
tobacco or other substance to be pressed. ’

Referring to the drawing, A may represent the |

floor of the tobacco-house, having an opening cut
through at or near one end, over which is sus-
pended a horizontal beam, C, supported by up-
right braces D D/, the bottom of which is secure-
Iy grooved or fastened into the floor. A horizon-
tal arm or lever, I, is hinged or pivoted in the

upper part of the standard, on the side of which_

the press H is mounted in omdm Jf, and is con-
nected at the top with the lc,verL which passes
from the npright beam B across 1:0 and rests di-
rectly under the horizontal beam C, where it is
beld in place by means of a rope or chain, one
end of which is attached to suitable pins or hooks
on the end of the lever I, and by passing upward
and over aroller or block, b, fastened on the beam
G, connects at the other end with the handles of
or to the tank F, situated directly under the open-
ing-in ‘the floor. A similar tank, I/, is placed
above the lower tank I, allowing its edge to rest
upon the middle of the “‘tauk F (lue(,tly under it,
the handles of the said upper tank ¥/ being se-
curely fastened into an upright swinging becun
or hook, d, which passes up through an opening
in the lever E, where it is secured by a pin, leav-
ing a small space for the beam to 0§clllate to and
fro

These tanks may be constructed for any desired
capacity from fifty gallons and upward, are filled

with water by means of a pump, cistern, pipes,
or steam-engine, or by other desired means, are
both provided with gates ¢: ¢/, which work up
and down in grooves on the qules of the tank.
At the top of these gates suitable cords or chains
¢ ¢ are fastened, which, passing upward are run
through an eye -or ring on the end of the lever
E, and are carried alon0 the lever and fastened
to a pin_or hook above the press, within reach of
the hand, for the purpose of emptying the tanks
when necessary.

In its operation the upper tank F’ is filled with -
water, the weight of which bears down the tank
and with it the lever E, to the end of which it is
attached. As the lever descends it forces the
press-block H down upon the tobacco or:other
substance desired to be pressed, which is placed .
direetly under the press-block H on the platform
@, arranged in & suitable shaper or box.

‘Whentound to besufficiently pressed the weight
may be removed by pulling the cord ¢, which -
raises the gate ¢/, thereby allowing the \vater in
the tank E’ to ﬂow into. the tank F directly un-
der it, which as it fills descends, thus lifting the
lever E, with tank F and press-block H, up to their
former position, thereby removing the pressfrom .
off the tobacco or other substance. . The lower
tank I may now be emptied by raising the gate
¢ by means of the cord e into a cistern or other
suitable place; it mayagain be pumped from the
lower tank I into the upper tank 1V, thus pre-
venting any waste of water.

The bnnphutv of working and dluablhty of
construction, combined with the great pressure
obtained by this means, will be found reliable in
operation.

Having thus described my mventlon, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure b) Letters
Patent, is—

The fmrranoement of the tanks F I cords or
chains eé¢/, beam or hookd,lever E pressel -block
H, standard B, and h&mmo DD O all construct-
ed and operating bubst&nmally as herein shown
and described, for the purpose set forth.

To the abové I have signed my name this 17th
day of April, 1871,

NATHANIEL M. PEPPER.

Witnesses: ‘ . )
W. J. PEYTON, -
JaMES L. NORRIS. (160)



