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Description

Object of the invention

[0001] The present cover for backs, seats and sup-
ports of exercise machines object of the present inven-
tion consists of a body essentially formed by a more or
less thick fabric with an impermeable side preferably of
plastic, and the other side is a cellulose layer with sweat
absorbent beads of gel, having diagonal bands of resil-
ient material which stretch and permit being adapted to
different shapes and sizes of the supports, furthermore,
they have elastic in the corners of the cover so as to be
adjusted to the corners of the back where the user leans
his/her back.

[0002] This invention has an application within the
textile industry as well as in that related with apparatus-
es for physical exercise and, definitively, where it is nec-
essary to prevent contact of sweat with the sport mate-
rial which is common for all.

Background of the invention

[0003] Inthe sports sector and more specifically in the
world of physical fitness to date, there are rooms with
bodybuilding and cardiovascular machines, centers in
which it is obligatory to use towels on the seats of each
one of the apparatuses for the purpose of providing a
hygienic use. At these moments the users use all types
of towels and different sizes, providing a series of draw-
backs:

[0004] Towels are not impermeable, sweat therefore
passes through and remains impregnated on the sup-
port.

[0005] Towels have no systems to be fixed to the seat,

they therefore usually fall to the ground or move, thus
permitting contact of the users with the seats or sup-
ports.

[0006] Gymnasiums spend a lot of money on ma-
chines, but when concerning one of these rooms used
by the users, it is advisable for all the machines to be
full of towels of different colors, prints, beach towels,
small towels, big towels, etc., definitively that all efforts
in image are damaged by this variety.

[0007] The clients are obliged to take a towel for the
shower and another one for the machines, two towels
as a minimum which they later have to wash.

[0008] Therefore, the use of towels as a protection el-
ement from the sweat of the seats and supports of ma-
chines in gymnasiums, rehabilitation centers and the
like does not solve the existing drawback, additionally
being an antiaesthetic product providing a greater main-
tenance need since, as towels do not completely cover
the surface of the backs, seats or supports, the uphol-
stery of the machines is worn more quickly. On the other
hand, once a towel is placed for use, it becomes soaked
in sweat, especially in months of heat, on many occa-
sions more than one towel for this use is thereby re-
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quired.

Description of the invention

[0009] The coverfor backs, seats and supports for ex-
ercise machines object of the present invention intends
to prevent or lessen all these drawbacks, to do so it is
based on a body composed of an absorbent material on
one side, based on layers of cellulose inside of which
there are beads of gel absorbing the moisture, as well
as having on the other side animpermeable surface pre-
venting the moisture from passing in both directions.
[0010] A cover of this kind according to the preamble
of claim 1 is already known by e.g. DE-A-19859039.
[0011] At the same time, this body houses one ore
several transversally elastic bands permitting this cover
from adapting to different sizes, depending on the di-
mensions of the support or seat of the machine, there-
fore a same cover can be used for several different sized
machines by only stretching these elastic bands until
reaching the size, within some limits.

[0012] For the purpose of facilitating the coupling of
this cover to the back or seat of the machine, several
also elastic corners are placed for coupling to the cor-
ners of the backs, perfectly adjusting, preventing move-
ment of the cover on the back or seat, as well as falls,
shifting, etc.

[0013] Therefore, this cover mainly ensures against
the absorption of sweat or moisture generated while ex-
ercising, on one hand preventing contact between the
user's sweat and the back of the machine as a result of
the impermeable contact surface between the cover and
back, in addition to the cover body being of beads of gel,
they absorb all the moisture, preventing its passing
through towards the back.

[0014] On the other hand, they keep the contact sur-
face with the user dry, its use is thereby not uncomfort-
able like the towels, since once these are soaked, they
wet the user as well as the back.

[0015] Furthermore, this machine cover is a low cost
accessory, but enough to imply a business, at the same
time providing an image of uniformity and cleanliness
since advertising or logotypes, prints, etc., can be
placed providing the establishment with uniformity, ef-
fectively protecting the machines against the sweat of
the users; and lastly, it also implies one less concern for
the users of these facilities, as they can forget at least
one towel and save in washing and transport thereof.

Description of the drawings

[0016] To complement the description being made
and for the purpose of helping to better understand the
features of the invention, a drawing accompanies the
present specification as an integral part thereof, which,
with an illustrative and non-limiting character, shows the
following:
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Figure 1 shows a schematic upper side perspective
view of a cover object of the present invention ap-
plied to a back of a physical exercise machine.

Preferred embodiment of the invention

[0017] As can be seen in the attached figure, a cover
body (1) is first distinguished, formed by areas com-
posed of cellulose layers (2), several lower resilient
bands (3) and other transversal (7) ones, adjustable
bands (4) for coupling to the back (5), the lower part of
the cover incorporating an impermeable layer (6). Also,
and for the purpose of greatly facilitating the adjustment
and fixing to the seat (5), there are elastic strips (8) one
the cover which, starting from one of the lower strips, it
is fixed to one of the ends of the cover, being made to
pass under the back for the coupling thereof.

[0018] The cellulose bodies (2) are internally provided
with beads of gel absorbing the user's sweat, this area
will therefore be placed facing up, in direct contact with
the user or athlete. The cellulose bodies work like a ba-
by's diaper, collecting the moisture of the surface and it
is retained by the beads of gel inside, the contact surface
remaining dry, favoring its daily use for more time in bet-
ter conditions than a cloth towel.

[0019] The lower part of this body is made imperme-
able by an impermeable surface (6) layer, such as plas-
tic or any other material, preventing direct contact of the
moisture retained inside with the bench or back (5), elim-
inating the risk that it becomes cut and deteriorates,
helping to maintain a good image of the facilities.
[0020] On the other hand, the elastic bands (7) are
preferably arranged transversal to the cover body (1),
such that it permits significantly varying the length of the
cover, such that it is capable of adapting to benches or
backs (5) of different sizes, as well as seats of exercise
machines, favoring product standardization, economiz-
ing costs, at the same time that the same cover can be
used for several different backs, the necessary stock be-
ing reduced to a minimum.

[0021] The lower strips (3) are also of elastic material,
similar to rubber, such that it permits the cover to couple
to the back by its lower part. In order to allow this cou-
pling to be carried out more effectively, a span of elastic
strip (8) is arranged which, starting from one of the lower
strips (3), finishes off on one of the ends of the cover
(1), securing the fixing of the cover on the corresponding
end of the bench (5), which facilitates placement. These
strips (3, 8) can be joined to the cover by any known
method, such as sewed, stapled, clipped on, etc.
[0022] In turn, the body (1) also includes several ad-
justable bands or cases (4) placed towards the ends of
the cover, they are either rectangular or the like, or by
means of another fixing method when the cover is of
more sinuous shapes, such as circular, elliptical, etc.,
such as tapes or the like, although strips or bands ad-
justable to the lower part of the back (5) will preferably
be used, such as the corner of a sheet, which is adjusted
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to the respective corner of the back (5) such that it can
be easily placed and removed, preventing this cover
from moving.

[0023] Its application is quite simple, for this, a cover
(1) is used which best adjusts to the dimensions of the
back or seat (5), it is unfolded on the surface, with the
impermeable side (6) towards the seat or back (5),
stretching the corners of the cover until it reaches the
respective corners of the back; in this position, the trans-
versal elastic strips (3) are passed under the cover, in
addition to the longitudinal strip (8) being coupled to the
corresponding end of the seat (5), it being possible to
stretch the end of the opposite corner to adjust it, for this
purpose, the transversal elastic bands (7) slightly give
way, according to the direction of the arrows, until the
adjustable band (4) can be adjusted on the corners of
the back, being perfectly adjusted to the bench or back
(5).

[0024] These elastic strips (3, 8) can be used, imply-
ing an additional practical, comfortable and economic
fixing means of the cover, such that they function inde-
pendently from the adjustable means (4).

[0025] In this position, the user can lean the back on
this side of the cover (1) based on cellulose layers, such
that as sweat is generated, it is absorbed by the cellu-
lose layers between which there are beads of gel soak-
ing up the moisture, its surface remaining dry.

[0026] Whenits use has ended, itis enoughtorelease
the elastic fixing means (4) from the corners of the bench
or back (5) and pass over the strips (3 and 8) of the lower
part of the back, which, as a result of the tension main-
tained by the transversal bands (7), returns to its original
position, arranged for a new use in the case that the
moisture absorbed by the cellulose body (2) is not ex-
cessive for use.

[0027] Within the same scope of application, this cov-
er (5) can be used as a pad on the ground, tatami, or
other surface, on which physical exercise can be carried
out, also having the application in gymnasiums and the
like, where by simply extending it the surface, the athlete
lies on it, preventing direct contact with the floor, it also
has absorbent features.

[0028] Having sufficiently described the nature of the
present invention as well as an embodiment example,
it is only necessary to add that it is possible for changes
in shape, materials and arrangement can be made to its
assembly and component parts as long as said altera-
tions do not substantially vary the features of the inven-
tion which are claimed below.

Claims

1. A cover for backs, seats and supports of exercise
machines, used as a protector for machines in gym-
nasiums and the like, improving the typical towels
placed for preventing the sweat from reaching the
surface of the bench or back (5), characterized in
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that this cover is formed by a cover body (1), formed
by several areas composed of cellulose layers (2),
several transversal elastic bands (7), several ad-
justable bands (4) for coupling or fixing to the back
(5) which are adjusted to the back by its corners,
keeping it in a fixed position on the back, the lower
part of the cover incorporating an impermeable lay-
er (6), having several lower transversal elastic strips
(3) and another longitudinal strip (8) which are
passed under the back for its fixing independently
from the other coupling means of the cover (1).

A cover for backs, seats and supports of exercise
machines according to claim 1, characterized in
that the elastic bands (7) are transversally arranged
on the cover body (1), such that they permit signif-
icantly varying the length of the cover in a resilient
manner, such that it is capable of adapting to differ-
ent sized benches or backs (5).

A cover for backs, seats and supports of exercise
machines according to claim 1, characterized in
that the cellulose layers (2) are internally provided
with beads of gel absorbing the user's sweat.

A cover for backs, seats and supports of exercise
machines according to claim 1, characterized in
that the elastic strip (8) is longitudinally placed be-
tween one of the transversal strips (3) and one of
the ends of the cover (1), suitable for coupling to the
corresponding end of the back (5).

Patentanspriiche

1.

Abdeckung fiir Rickenlehnen, Sitze und Stitzen
von Sportmaschinen, die als Schutz fir die in Fit-
ness-Studios und &hnlichem aufgestellten Maschi-
nen verwendet wird, als Verbesserung der Ublichen
Handtlicher, die aufgelegt werden, um zu vermei-
den, dass der Schweil} auf die Oberflache der Bank
oder der Rickenlehne (5) gelangt, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass diese Abdeckung aus einem
Abdeckungskdrper (1) besteht, der aus Zellulose-
schichten (2) bestehende Bereiche aufweist sowie
elastische Quergurte (7), einstellbare Gurte (4) fur
das Befestigen bzw. das Einhdngen an der Riicken-
lehne (5), die an diesem an den Ecken anliegen und
ihre Position fest auf der Riickenlehne beibehalten,
wobei auf der Unterseite der Abdeckung eine was-
serdichte Schicht (6) vorgesehen ist, die unten an-
geordnete elastische Streifen oder Bander (3), die
in Querrichtung verlaufen, sowie einen anderen (8)
in Langsrichtung aufweist, welche fiir die Befesti-
gung unter der Rickenlehne durchgezogen wer-
den, unabhangig von den weiteren Befestigungs-
mitteln der Abdeckung (1).
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2,

Abdeckung fiir Rickenlehnen, Sitze und Stiitzen
von Sportmaschinen nach Anspruch eins, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die elastischen Gurte (7)
quer zum Abdeckungskdérper (1) angeordnet wer-
den, so dass sie es ermdglichen, die Lange dieses
Korpers elastisch wesentlich zu andern, so dass
dieser an Banke und Rickenlehnen (5) mit ver-
schiedenen Abmessungen angepasst werden
kann.

Abdeckung fir Rickenlehnen, Sitze und Stiitzen
von Sportmaschinen nach Anspruch eins, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die Zelluloseschichten (2)
innen mit Gelkugeln ausgestattet sind, die den
Schweil} des Benutzers aufnehmen.

Abdeckung fir Rickenlehnen, Sitze und Stiitzen
von Sportmaschinen nach Anspruch eins, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass das elastische Band oder
der elastische Streifen (8) ldngs zwischen einem
der Querstreifen (3) und einem der Enden der Ab-
deckung (1) angeordnet wird, so dass dieser das
entsprechende Ende der Abdeckung (5) umfassen
kann.

Revendications

Couverture pour dossiers, sieges et appuis de ma-
chines sportives, employée comme protecteur de
machines disposées dans des gymnases et similai-
res, améliorant les serviettes typiques utilisées pour
éviter que la sueur n'arrive a la surface du banc ou
du dossier (5), caractérisée en ce que cette cou-
verture est conformée a partir d'un corps de cou-
verture (1), formé par des zones composées par
des couches (2) de cellulose, des bandes (7) élas-
tiques transversales, des bandes (4) ajustables
d'accouplement ou accrochage au dossier (5) qui
s'ajustent a celui-ci par ses coins en maintenant sa
position fixe sur le dossier, en incorporant par la par-
tie inférieure de la couverture une couche (6) im-
perméable, qui porte des bandes ou des rubans (3)
élastiques inférieurs transversaux et un autre (8)
longitudinal qui passent sous le dossier pour leur
soutien indépendamment des autres moyens d'ac-
couplement de la couverture (1).

Couverture pour dossiers, sieges et appuis de ma-
chines sportives selon la revendication 1, caracté-
risée en ce que les bandes (7) élastiques, sont dis-
posées de maniére transversale par rapport au
corps de la couverture (1), de maniére qu'elles per-
mettent de varier sensiblement la longitude de cette
forme élastique, de maniere a ce qu'elle soit apte a
s'adapter aux bancs ou dossiers (5) de différentes
tailles.
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Couverture pour dossiers, siéges et appuis de ma-
chines sportives selon la revendication 1, caracté-
risée en ce que les couches (2) de cellulose, sont
pourvues en leur sein de boules de gel qui absor-
bent la sueur de I'utilisateur. 5
Couverture pour dossiers, siéges et appuis de ma-
chines sportives selon la revendication 1, caracté-
risée en ce que la bande ou ruban (8) élastique est
mise en place de maniére longitudinale entre une 70
des bandes (3) transversales et une des extrémités

de la couverture (1), apte a serrer I'extrémité cor-
respondante du dossier (5).

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 1 407 694 B1

’”
L P ”

¢

)

S

FIG 1



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

