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RXAAHE (BH L LM Dual damascene with bond pads )

An improved method of forming a bond pad (222) by performing a dual damascene
etch through a layer stack (200) disposed above a substrate (204) using self aligned vias
(216). The layer (200) stack includes an underlying conductive layer (208) and an
insulating layer (202) disposed above the underlying conductive layer (208). The method
includes the following operative steps. At least a via hole (216) is formed in the insulating
layer (202) positioned over the underlying device layer (208) and extending to the
underlying device layer (208} at the bottom of the via hole. A bond péd trench (218) is
then formed that takes the form of the desired bond pad (222). A layer of conductive
material (220) is then placed over the insulating layer (202) substantially simuitaneously
filling the via hole (216) and the bond pad trench (218). The bond pad (222) is then
formed by removing the layer of conductive material (220) sufficient to expose the upper

surface of the insulating layer (210).
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