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To cult, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LYDIA. A. MERTZ, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Downer's 
Grove, in the county of Du Page and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Dinner-Pails, of which 
the following is a specification. 
One object of my invention is to so con 

struct a dinner pail as to afford a means of 
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50 they revolve. 

carrying therein securely and in good condi 
tion pastry and other articles of food easily 
crushed or disarranged; a further object be 
ing to so construct a dinner pail that the en 
tire lunch placed or packed therein may be 
removed without unpacking, or any article of 
the same removed without disturbing or dis 
arranging any other part of the lunch in the 
pail. These objects I attain in the manner 
hereinafter set forth, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is an axial section through the 
pail and through the inside frames and shelves 
placed therein, the same being constructed 
according to my invention. Figs. 2 and 3 are 
end views, from the top, of the device fitting 
within the pail, consisting of two rectangular 
frames, fastened together by pivots about 
which they revolve. In Fig. 2 the frames are 
shown at right angles to each other, and hold 
a shelf or plate in position. In Fig. 3 said 
frames are shown at a very acute angle or 
nearly coinciding with each other and having 
the shelves or plates removed. 
A is the outer pail, which is constructed as 

an ordinary pail, of metal or other suitable 
material, having the sides B and B' parallel 
to each other or nearly so, and perpendicular, 
respectively, or nearly so to the bottom C of 
the pail. The pail has a bail D attached or 
connected in any suitable manner to the sides 
B and B' at E and E'. The pail may or may 
not have a lid or cover. In the drawings a 
cover M of the usual form is shown. 

F, F, and G, G, respectively, are two rect 
angular frames, made of metal or other suit 
able material, and firmly joined at the cor 
ners, respectively. The frames F, F, and G, 
G, respectively, are fastened to each other by 
double headed pivots L and L', about which 

The frame F, F, has a handle 
I fastened or connected in any suitable man 
ner at K and K', by means of which the 

frames may be lifted or carried. The handle 
is shown as made of metal, but other material 
may be used where suitable. 
R,R, and R,R'; S, S, and S', S'; and T, T, 

and T, T', are rivets or supports projecting 
through or fastened securely to the opposite 
vertical sides of the frames F, F, and G, G, re 
spectively, and extending into the space in 
closed or circumscribed by said frames, re 
spectively. In the drawings three of these Sup 
ports are shown in each vertical side of each 
frame, but any convenient number may be 
used, care being taken to place one rivet or Sup 
port in each vertical side of each frame at the 
distance determined upon from the bottom of 
the frame, to the end that the plates, shelves, 
or flasks, X, Y, Z, placed thereon may be held 
in a horizontal position. Also, in the dra W 
ings the supports are shown as rivets project 
ing through the vertical sides of the frames, 
but lugs or other supports attached to or 
notches made in the inner side of the verti 
cal sides of the frames may be used instead 
thereof. 
The frames F, F, and G, G, are to be made 

of such dimensions that they will fit snugly 
within the pail, and extend from the bottom 
to the top of the same; and, if a cover be used 
with the pail, the frames are to be of such di 
mensions that the flange or rim N, of the 
cover may pass and fit down between the 
frames F, F, and G, G, respectively, and the 
sides B and B of the pail. 
The frames F, F, and G, G, are made to re 

volve, respectively, upon the pivots I, and L. 
to the end that when removed from the pail 
and turned upon the pivots L and L'until 
they nearly or quite coincide with each other, 
plates, flasks, or shelves, X, Z, Y, may be 
placed upon the rivets or other supports R. R., 
R., R.; S, S, S', S'; or T, T, T, T'; and that 
when the plates, flasks or shelves, X, Z, Y, 
are so placed, the frames F, F, and G, G, may 
then be turned to a position at right angles 
to each other. When so turned the frames 
will hold the plates, flasks, or shelves X,Z, Y, 
so placed therein, firmly in position. The 
frames, when filled as above described, may, 
by the handle I, be carried from place to 
place, or may be lifted and placed into the 
pail. In either case articles of food placed 
upon the plates or shelves will be secure from 
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jostling or crushing. Upon turning the frames G, G, pivoted together at L, and L', with sup 
to an acute angle or to a position nearly coin- ports R., R.; S, S'; T, T'; and fitting into and 
cident with each other any article placed upon removable from the outer pail A, all substan 
One shelf or plate may be removed without tially as described. I5 

5 disturbing or unpacking any other shelf or In witness whereof I affix my signature in 
plate. tle presence of two witnesses. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters LYDIA A. MERTZ. 
Patent, is- Witnesses: 

Io The combination, in a dinner pail, of the SUSAN FAUL, 
Outer pail A, the rectangular frames F, F, and DAVID S. HILLIS. 


