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One object of my present invention is to de 
vise a novel construction and arrangement of 
a duplex container which will provide two sep 
arate compartments in which the articles can be 
placed and which when the cover is applied to 
the package will form a flat package. 
A further object is to provide a novel duplex 

container wherein two open ended boxes are pro 
vided With division flaps between them which 
form a division between the boxes and a weak 
ened line so that when the contents of one box 
is used up it can be torn off and a locking flap 
will be provided to close the open end of the box. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a novel duplex container which can be readily 
opened by bending opposite portions of the pack 
age in Opposite directions to form two open end 
ed boxes with a double flap forming a contin 
uation of side Walls of the boxes. 
A further object of the invention is to devise 

a novel duplex package, the cover of which re 
tains the package in Sealed condition, With each 
of the boxes which form the package provided 
with a flap adapted to be bent outwardly to pro 
vide ready access to the articles contained with 
in the boxes. 
A further object of the invention is to devise 

a novel blank from which the boxes can be eco 
nomically manufactured. 
With the above and other objects in view, my 

invention comprehends a novel duplex container. 
It further comprehends a novel duplex con 

tainer which can be formed from a blank of 
sheet material which, when folded, will provide 
two open ended boxes with division flaps be 
tween them, the boxes being covered with sheet 
material having weakened lines whereby when 
the boxes are bent in opposite direction the Wrap 
per will be broken and access will be provided 
to the two boxes. 

It further comprehends a novel package which 
can be formed from a single sheet of material 
to provide two open ended boxes with connected 
flaps when brought together, the boxes being 
covered With a Wrapper in any desired or con 
ventional manner to maintain the boxes in align 
ment, with their open ends facing each other and separated by flaps. 
Other novel features of construction and ad 

vantage will hereinafter more clearly appear in 
the detailed description and the appended claims. 
For the purpose of illustrating the invention, 

I have shown in the accompanying drawing a 
typical embodiment of it, which, in practice, will 
give reliable and satisfactory results. It is, how 

(C. 229-27) 

ever, to be understood that this embodiment is 
typical only and that the various instrumentali 
ties of which my invention consists can be va 
riously arranged and organized, and the inven 
tion is not limited to the precise arrangement 
and Organization of these instrumentalities as 
herein Set forth. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a duplex con 
tainer embodying my invention. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of one of the 
boxes which form the container. 

Figure 3 is a plan view of a blank from which 
the container is formed. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the 
manner in which one box can be folded over on 
the Other. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing the 
package in its opened condition. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing One 
box closed and the other box in an opened Con 
dition ready for being filled. 
Similar numerals of reference indicate corre Sponding parts. 
Referring to the drawing: 
Referring first to Figure 3, the blank shown in 

this figure is formed from a single sheet of ma 
terial and is provided on one side with the lon 
gitudinally extending scored or Weakened lines 
and 2, and with the transversely disposed weak 

ened lines 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. The blank is pro 
vided on the opposite sides with the weakened 
lines 9, 10, and . In this manner the box 
sides 2, 3, 4, and 5 are provided with the 
end members f6 and 7, the sides 3 and f4 be 
ing connected by the flaps 8 and f 9. This man 
ner of providing the weakened lines also forms 
the end folds 20 on the side f2, the end folds 
2 on the Side f3, the end folds 22 on the side 
4, and the end folds 23 on the side f 5. The 

foldable tabs 24 are formed at the opposite sides 
of the member 6 and the tabs 25 are formed at 
the opposite sides of the member f7, all of these 
tabs being formed by the slits 26 and 27 So I have 
deemed it unnecessary to describe all of these slits. 
The end folds 8 and f9, if desired, may be 
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cut out as at 28, or this material which has been 
cut out in Figure 3 can be retained by discon 
nection at one end, for example, it can be con 
nected with the end folds 2 and disconnected : 
with the end folds 22, or vice versa. The end 
fold 2 is provided with the weakened lines 29 
thereby forming a flap 3), and the end fold 5, 
in a similar manner, is provided with the weak 
ened lines 3 thereby forming a flap 32 which 55 



2. 
can be deflected outwardly which will be under 
stood by reference to Figure 6. 
For purpose of illustration I have shown the 

boxes as adapted to receive cigarettes 33 but it 
5 will, of course, be apparent that any desired 

material may be packed within the boxes. 
After the boxes are sealed they are brought 

together with the flaps 8 and 9 folded together 
so that they are in longitudinal alignment, and 
a Wrapper 34 is then applied to the boxes to form 
a single duplex container, the Wrapper being 
folded down and sealed at One side in any desired 
or conventional manner as at 35. The revenue 
stamp 36 also contributes to retain the boxes 
in assembled and closed condition and this is 
placed over the weakened line 37 of the wrapper 
which extends around the wrapper. The Wrap 
per is also provided with the Weakened lines 38 
which are in proximity to the slits, such as 29 
and 3. 
ASSuming now that the duplex container is in 

the condition seen in Figure 1 with the wrapper 
applied to the two boxes, the user in opening 
the box takes hold of each box with his hands 
and bends it in opposite directions thereby sepa 
rating the Wrapper on the line 3 on opposite 
sides so that the box will open out as seen in 
Figure 5, for example. The flaps 3G and 32 may 
then be bent outwardly so that the contents of 
each box are accessible for removal. If the user 
desires' to give away half of the cigarettes, he 
can tear the container apart on the weakened 
line fo so that two separate boxes containing 
cigarettes are provided. 

35 If the cigarettes, or other articles in one box 
are used up, the package can be torn on the 
weakened line 6, for example, and the box con 
sisting of the walls f4, 5, 22, and 23 can be dis 
carded. The other box will then have the flaps 
8 and 9, as will be understood by reference to 
Figure 2, so that the flap 9 can be pushed inside 
the box to lock it. 
The two separate boxes can also be folded over, 

if desired, as shown in Figure 4. 
The blank can be formed by any desired or 

conventional machine now in use and the wrap 
ping can be done by the use of conventional 
Wrapping machines so that special machinery is. 
not necessary to manufacture the package. The 
blank is of substantially rectangular formation 
So that there is practically no waste of material. 

After the Wrapper has been applied the open 
ends of the two boxes are closed by the folds 
8 and 9 so that the material in the two pack 
ages are Separated and the open end of each 
box is closed. If the duplex container has been opened and the two boxes are folded upon each 
other, as shown in Figure 4, it will be apparent 
that the open ends of the boxes are closed by 
the folds or flaps 8 and 19. 

It will be apparent that when the package is 
Sealed the juxtaposed edges of the folds 8 and 
9 are together so that they form a breaking edge 
on which the wrapper of the box can be initially 
broken. 
It will now be apparent that I have devised 

a new and useful duplex container which emi 
bodies the features of advantage enumerated as 
desirable in the statement of the invention and 
the above description, and while I have, in the 
present instance, shown and described a pre 
ferred embodiment thereof which will give in 

c practice satisfactory and reliable results, it is to 
be understood that this embodiment is suscepti 
ble of modification in various particulars without 
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8,046,484 
departing from the spirit or scope of the inver 
tion or Sacrificing any of its advantages. 

Having thus described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is:- 5 1. In a duplex container, a single blank having 
weakened portions adapting it to be folded to 
form two open ended boxes permanently closed 
at their top, botton, sides and one end with 
the open ends interconnected by two folds which 0 
close the open end of the boxes when brought 
together in alignment, said two folds having a 
weakened line for separating the container into 
two boxes with the two folds forming closures 
for their open ends, and a Wrapper covering said 15 
boxes and forming a flat package, said blank be 
ing rectangular throughout its length. 

2. In a duplex container, a single blank hav 
ing Weakened portions adapting it to be folded 
to form two open ended boxes permanently 20 
closed at their top, bottom, sides and one end 
With the open ends interconnected by two folds 
which close the open end of the boxes when 
brought together in alignment, and a Wrapper 
COvering said boxes and retaining them in align- 25 
ment, said wrapper having a transversely extend 
ing Weakened line registering with said double 
folds when folded whereby when the wrapper is 
separated the open ends of the boxes will be un 
covered and the articles therein accessible, said 30 
blank being rectangular throughout its length. 

3. In a duplex container, a blank formed from 
a single sheet of material provided with weak 
ened lines to enable it to be folded to form two 
boxes closed at the side and one end the top and 35 
the botton and open at the opposite end with two 
folds connecting sides of the boxes, said twofolds 
being adapted to be folded on each other to form 
closures for the open ends of the boxes, said 
blank being rectangular throughout its length. 

4. In a duplex container, a blank formed from 
a single sheet of material provided with weak 
ened lines to enable it to be folded to form two 
boxes closed at the Side and one end the top and 
the bottom and open at the opposite end with 
two folds connecting sides of the boxes, said two 
folds being adapted to be folded on each other 
to form closures for the open ends of the boxes, 
One of Said folds being adapted to be separated 
from the juxtaposed box whereby such fold serves 
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as a locking flap for the other box, said blank 
being 'rectangular throughout its length, 

5. In a duplex container, a pair of open ended 
boxes having their side and end walls perma 
nently connected having the side wall of each 
box connected by a side wall of the other box 
by tWO connected folds which fold together to 
close the open ends of the boxes when brought 
together in alignment, said boxes having their 
tops and bottoms permanently closed, and a 60 
wrapper surrounding said boxes adapted to be 
Severed on the breaking edge formed by said two 
folded folds. 

6. In a duplex container, a pair of open ended 
boxes having their side and end walls perma- 65 
nently connected and also their tops and bot 
toms permanently closed having a side wall of 
each box connected by two folds having a weak 
ened line separating them, the sides of each box 
near its open ends having weakened lines to 70 
form a flap, and a wrapper surrounding said 
boxes and having weakened lines in proximity to 
the weakened lines of the side walls of the boxes 
and having a weakened line around it to provide 
for the separation of the wrapper on a breaking 
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edge formed by said two folds when folded to gether. 

7. A duplex container, comprising a substan 
tially rectangular blank having marginal longi 
tudinally extending weakened lines at opposite 
sides to form side folds and securing tabs for 
juxtaposed side folds with transverse Weakened 
lines contributing to form progressively along the 
blank a top, side, and bottom fold of one con 

3 
tainer, a double fold, a bottom fold, side fold, and 
top fold Of the second container, Said containers 
having their inner open ends in alignment and 
closed by said double fold, and a Wrapper Sur 
rounding said containers and adapted to be 
broken on a breaking edge formed by said double 
folds when folded together, thereby protecting 
from crushing the articles in the containers. . 

WILLAMA, RNGLER. 


