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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, PHILIP KIRBY, of Sen 

eca Falls, in the county of Seneca and State of 
New York, have invented a new and valuable 
Improvement in Fences; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the construction and op 
eration of the same, reference being had to 
the annexed drawings, making a part of this 
Specification, and to the letters and figures of 
reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa 
tion of a top view of my improved fence. 
Fig. 2 is a side view thereof, and Fig. 3 is a 
detail view of the anchor. 
This invention has relation to improvements 

in portable fences, and in means whereby the 
Sections are anchored to the ground and pre 
vented from being overturned by high winds. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

combination, with a fence having an inwardly 
and outwardly extended transverse base or 
foot, of an anchoring device, consisting of an 
oblong angular metallic plate, adapted to em 
brace two sides of the sill of the foot, and a drive-pin of angular form, embracing the two 
remaining sides of the said sill, and extending 
through a perforation in the said plate. 

It also consists in the novel construction 
and arrangement of a fence-panel, as will be 
hereinafter more fully described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A. 
designates a panel of a portable fence, con 
sisting of the end posts a, a? and longitudi. 
nal boards b b', secured thereto by bolts e. 
The boards d of the adjoining panel are se. 
cured to the said posts, upon opposite sides 
from boards bb', by the said bolts, and they 
are clamped against the same by means of 
nuts d", tapped upon the projecting ends of the 
said bolts. Posta', which, in the drawing, is 
at the corner, is in cross-section of the general 
shape of the letter L-that is, it is composed 
oftWo Wings, ee, forming any angle with each 
other, according to the angularity of the cor 
ner ends of the lot to be inclosed. When this 
post is employed the boards b b' will be se 
cured to One Wing, and those beyond the cor 
ner to the other by separate and distinct bolts, 
as shown at ff in the drawings. These posts, 

at their lower ends, are angularly and trans 
versely notched, as shown at 9, Fig. 2, and 
in these notches are seated and rigidly se. 
cured, in any suitable manner, beams B, 
which constitute the sill of a triangular base 
or foot, C, which, besides the sills aforesaid, 
is composed of two inclined notched side 
braces, h, secured at their upper and lower 
ends, respectively, to the post and sill. By this 
means the sill B is made to present one angu 
lar face upward and the other downward, and 
the latter is made to take proper hold upon 
the soil, for purpose of preventing endwise 
displacement. E represents the anchoring de 
vice, consisting of an angular metallic drive 
plate, i, and a preferably round angular drive 
spike, j, the former having a perforation, l, 
through which the latter readily passes. The 
short arm it of plate iis equal in length to the 
width of one of the upper faces of the sill, as 
will be also the corresponding arm i? of the 
spike j, while the long arms k if thereof will 
be regulated by the nature of the soil, being 
of greater length in light salady earths than 
in stiff clays. In applying my anchor the 
drive-plate iwill be first forced into the ground, 
in an inclined position, until its short arm it is 
brought snugly in contact with one of the 
faces of the sill. The end of the spikei is then 
passed through perforation l in plate i afore 
said, and driven into the ground on the other 
side of the sill, in an inclined position, until its 
shorter armi' abuts against the remaining up 
per face of the sill. In this position the sill 
will be inclined in an eye, n, at the upper end 
of the anchoring device, and the longer arms 
of the plate and spike, forming an expanded 
foot outward and downward, will take such 
hold upon the ground as to render the over 
turning of the fence practically impossible. 
G G represent inclined braces, secured on 

opposite sides of the fence to the boards b b 
by means of removable bolts o, and to the 
board b' and each other by a bolt and nut, p 

. These braces sustain the middle portion of 
the panel, and prevent it from sagging or Warp 
ing. When the fence is taken apart for re 
moval, bolts o only are removed, and the 
braces are turned upon bolt p as a piyot until 
they coincide with the board b', when the com 
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bined parts will assume a compact form, and 
may be stowed away in a comparatively small 
space. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. In a portable fence, the combination of 

the angular drive-plate i i", having a perfora 
tion, l, and the angular drive-spike.j j', with 
the edgewise-arranged sill B, substantially as 
specified. 

2. The fence-panel consisting of the uprights 
a, a?, the spaced horizontal rails bb', the crossed 
inclined braces G. G', having pivot-bolt p and 
fixing-bolts o, whereby they are secured in po 
sition, the sills B, inclined bracesh, the angu 

lar drive-plates i i", and the langular drive 
spikes if', substantially as specified. 

3. An anchor for a portable fence, consist 
ing of the angular perforated drive-plate i i 
and the angular drive-spike j, adapted to en 
ter the perforation in said plate, and to form 
with it an eye, m, substantially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the above I have 

hereunto subscribed my Iname in the presence 
of two witnesses. w 

PHILIP. KIRBY, 
Witnesses : 

JACOB H. CoRL, 
N. P. B. WELLs. 

  


