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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PHILIPP H. LETTRÉ, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Attle 
boro Falls, in the county of Bristol and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Fasteners, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention has reference to an improve 

ment in fasteners, and more particularly to 
an improvement in fasteners used for tem 
porarily securing the covers of boxes or simi 
lar articles for mailing purposes. 
The object of my invention is to firmly se 

cure a fastener for this purpose to the article 
to which it is attached without first forming 
holes in the article for the fastener. 
A further object of my invention is to sim 

plify the operation of securing fasteners to 
mailing-boxes or similar articles. 
My invention consists in the peculiar and 

novel construction of a fastener for securing 
the covers of boxes or similar articles, said 
fasteners being stamped from thin sheet metal 
and shaped to have a flat body portion from 
which extends a flexible tongue, a flap bent 
at an angle to the body portion, and points 
adapted to pierce the article to which the fas 
tener is secured and to secure the fastener by 
bending the points over the flap, with the ar 
ticle between the body portion and the flap of 
the fastener, with other details of construc 
tion, as will be more fully set forth hereinafter. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mailing 
box provided with my improved fasteners 
and showing the box in the open position. 
Fig. 2 is a face view of the blank from which 
the fastener is formed. Fig. 3 is a perspec 
tive view of the fastener formed from the 
blank shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a face view 
of a blank from which a modified form of fas 
tener is formed, and Fig. 5 is a perspective 
view of a modified form of fastener formed 
from the blank shown in Fig. 4. 

In the drawings, a indicates a mailing-box, 
and b my improved fastener. The box a, is 
constructed in the usual way from pasteboard 
or similar material to form the bottoma, the 
sides aa, the ends at a, and the cover a, 
having the lip (t, as shown in Fig. 1. 
In constructing my improved fastener I 

first stamp the blank from thin sheet metal, 
as shown in Fig. 2. This blank is shaped to 
have the flat body portion b, the tongue l', 
the points bb, the flap b, out of which the 
tongue b is cut, the teats l'b' on the end of 
the flap, and the central notches l'b' in the 
edges of the blank. The flap l' is now bent 
on a line with the notches l'b' toward the 
body portion b, the notches assisting in the 
bending of the flap, and the points bib' bent 
at right angles toward the flap, leaving Sufi 
cient space between the flap and the points 
for the insertion of the ends a'a of the box. 
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The blank has now assumed the shape shown 
in Fig. 3 and is ready to be secured to the box. 
In the operation of securing my improved 

fastener to the box a the end a of the box is 
inserted between the points lib' and the flap 
b', the bend at the notches l'b' resting on the 
edge of the box, with the body portion 'b' of 
the fastener on the outside of the box. The 
points l'b on the fastener are now forced 
through the end of the box, the flap l' pressed 
against the inside of the box, and the points 
bent over the flap, as shown in Fig. 1. The 75 
teats Öb on the flap guide and hold the points. 
from slipping off the flap under strain when 
the fastener is secured. The cover a may 
now be removably secured to the box by forc 
ing the end of the tonguel through the cover 
and bending the tongue over the cover. 
In the modified form of fastener as shown 

in Figs. 4 and 5 I use only one point l, which 
extends centrally from the body portion l' 
and in the secured position through the aper 
ture b' in the flap b, where it is bent over the 
flap. This modified form of fastener may be 
used on small or light-weight mailing-boxes. 

In the use of my improved fasteners any 
number may be used for securing the cover 
to the box. In practice I find that one at each 
end of the box, as shown in Fig. 1, is usually 
sufficient. W 

It is evident that my improved fastener 
could be supplied to the trade either in the 
blank or bent-up form without materially af 
fecting the spirit of my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

1. A fastener for receptacles, consisting of 
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a body portion provided with securing means 
for piercing a wall of the receptacle, a flap in 
tegral with said body portion and provided 
with means coöperating with said piercing 
means whereby the flap is held to the wall op 
posite the body portion and the fastener se 
curely retained in place, and a tongue for en 
gaging the closure of the receptacle integral 
with the body portion and cut from the inte 
rior of the flap. 

2. A fastener for receptacles, consisting of 
a body portion provided with points at one 
end for piercing a wall of a receptacle, a flap 
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extending from the other end of the body por 
tion and provided with teats which engage ) 
with the points when the latter are bent over 
upon the flap to hold it against the wall, and 
a tongue for holding the closure of the recep 
tacle in place, said tongue being integral with 
the body portion and cut from the material 
of the flap. 
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PHILIPP H. LETTRE. 
Witnesses: 

ADA E. HAGERTY, 
J. A. MILLER, Jr.   


