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. length of time, inasmuch as the air does not
-have access to the under surface thereof.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Georer MarTHEWS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Riga, in the county of Lenawee and State of
Michigan, have invented a certain new and
useful Mold Box or Pan; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erenice being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. ' :

My invention relates to mold-boxesor pans
for the reception and formation of semi-fluid
or plastic materials into cakes, bricks, or the

conjunction with peat machines for receiving
the peat pulp while in a semi-fluid state and
forming it into bricks preparatory to being
dried, although it may be used as ‘& mold for
concrete or other plastic blocks or as a bak-
ing pan for bread, cake, or the like.

%n the manufacture of peat bricks it has
been customary to discharge the peat pulp,
which is of a consistency sufficient to pre-
vent its running, upon boards or pallets, then
cutting the cake thus formed into a plurality
of sections to form bricks, of the requisite-
size, and placing the board or pallet with the
bricks thereon away to dry. ~ With this proc-

ess the bricks dry quickly on the tops and
exposed side surfaces, but, retain moisture in
their bottoms and centers for a considerable

The object of my invention is to obviate
this difficulty by the provision of a mold-box
or pan having a plurality of compartments
therein for the formation of bricks or blocks
of the required size, which mold-box or pan
is operative to release the walls thereof from
the plastic or semi-fluid material . whereby
the bricks may be easily and quickly re-
moved therefrom and.placed upon the racks
to dry. '

The operation and construction of one
embodiment of my. invention is fully de-
scribed in the following specification and
shown in the accompanying drawings, in

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the mold-
box or pan embodying my invention. Fig.

‘and loosely overlap each . other

and Fig. |

3 is a cross-section on the dotted line z z in
Fig. 1 with the mold-box shown in open po-

_sition.

- Referring to the drawings, 1 1 designate
the ends of the mold-box, 22 the sides there-
of, and 3 the portion of the bottom which
firmly connects the two ends 1 1.

The sides 2 2 are cach formed at their ends

with wings 4, which lap and lie flush with the-

outer surfaces of the ends 1 1, as shown, and
have their bottom edges, as are also the bot-
tom edges of the sides 2 2, securely fixed to
the associated bottom portions 5 5, which are
hinged at their inner edges to the contiguous
edges of the bottom portion 3,as shown at 6.
Also hinged to the sides of the bottom por-
tion 3, having a common pivot with the bot-
tom portions 5 5, and connecting the opposite

‘ends 11 are the two partitions or inner walls

7 7, which divide the box transversely into
three compartments, as shown. These par-
titions are formed at their ends
wings 8, which lie flish with the inner sur:
faces of the ends 1 1 and each carries a fixed
pin 9 nearits upper edge. These pins project
outwardly freely through registering seg-
mental slots 10 and 11 provided in the ends
1 and wings 4, respectively, contiguous to
the wings 8 of said partitions, as shown.
The slots 10 and 11 are so disposed relative to
each other that when the box or panis closed,
as in Fig, 1, the pins 9 are positioned at the
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60

65

70

75

8o

85

inner ends of the slots 10 and at the outer .

ends of the slots 11, or substantially so, said
slots being of suitable length to permit a
requisite opening movement of the two side
compartments. ' :

The compartments formed by the parti-
tions 7 7 may either be left entire or sepa-
rated longitudinally into a plurality of divi-
sions of suitable size by positioning transverse
dividing walls formed of lapping wings 12
and 13 therein, as shown. To each side wall
of a compartment is fixed one of these wings
sulliciently

to prevent a separation thereof during an
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opening movement of the box. or pan, as -

snown in Figs. 1 and 3.

The compartments are normally main-
tained in closed position by the action of the
coiled contraction-springs 14, or other elastic
means, one-of which is placed at each end of
the box and has its opposite ends fixed to

Jugs 15 secured to the wings 4 of the sides.

The box or pan is shown as being provided
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on its sides with lifting haﬁdleé 16and as hay-.| and & part. hinge;l- ,td one side of sﬁdh'body

ing its ends and sides formed on their upper g@r}:, a’partition hinged to the body part and
edees with strengthening flanges 17. v 777 | dividing it and the hinged part into a plural-

tion with a peat machine is as follows:—The | d to have an outward movement rela-

he operation of my invention in connec- itg" of -compartments, said partition being
adapte

peat pulp, as it is discharged from the ma- tive to the body part, and the hinged part 6o '

chine, is pressed within the several com- | being adapted to have an outward movement
partments of & mold-box or pan, thereby | relative to both the body part and partition.

" ‘molding it into bricks, or blocks of conven- | 3. A mold-box or pan having a body,
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jent size. 'The box is then taken to the dry- | hinged side parts, and partitions,separatmg
ing house and turned bottom side up upon | the body part from the hinged parts an
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the drying racks. The peat blocks being. of | hinged to the former whereby to divide the .

sufficient consistency when released to retain | box or pan into a plurality of compartments,
their shape, the operator then takes hold of | said hinged side parts being-adapted to be
the han(ﬁ i

oct a relative separating movement of the
stantially so, thus causing the gsides 2 2 and | partitions. '

attached wings to open outwardly from' the 4. A mold-box or pan comprising a body,
partitions 7 7 and said partitions and their | side parts hinged to the body, partitions
attached wings to-open outwardly from each | hinged to the body and dividing the box or
other, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3,thus freeing | pan transversely in a plurality. of compart-
the walls of the partitions from the wet | ments, and lapping wings fixed to the walls

‘blocks and permitting the mold-box to be | of the compartment thus formed whereby to

lifted therefrom. When the sides 2 2 have | divide the box or pan longitudinally mto
reached. their limit of outward movements | compartments, said hinged side parts being

relative to the partitions a continuation of | adapted to be opened outwardly from the
the opening movement will cause the inner partitions and-to effect a relative spreading

- ends of the slots 11 to engage the associated | movement of the partitions. '

30

pins 9 and move them outwardly in the slots 5. A mold-box or pan having a Eoi'tion of
10, thus effecting an outward movement of | its bottom hinged to a relatively xed por-

each partition 7 7, which disengages them | tion of the bottom of the box or pan and car-

-~ from the sides of the center block. rying a side wall of the box or pan, which
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It is apparent that an opening of the mold-. wall is provided at its ends with wings for
box or pan tiot only releases the walls of the | lapping the end walls of the box or pan, the
compartments from the molded bricks or salé) end walls and wings being provided with
blocks, thus permitting an easy withdrawal | registering slots, a partition hinged to the
of the overturned box or pan therefrom, but | fixed portion of the bottom intermediate the
also effects a spreading of the bricks or blocks | side walls of the box or pan, & pin projecting
relative to each other so that they lay spaced | outwardly from each end of the partition and
apart upon the drying racks, thus allowing operating in the said registering slots, where-

" the air to have free access to all sides thereof. | by an outward movement of the hinged part
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Having thus described my invention, what | relative to the fixed part of the box or pan
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- | will at a predetermined point in its move-

‘ters Patent, is,— ment effect an outward movement of the par-

1. A mold-box or pan having a lurality of | tition relative to the fixed part, and means for
compartments hinged at their edges to the | normally retaining the parts in closed posi-
edoes of a central compartment part the side | tion. ' . '
walls of which are movable and form the in- In testimony whereof I have hereunto
ner walls of the hinged compartments, the | signed my name to this specification in the

said hinged compartments and their inner | presence of two subscribing witnesses.
side walls being adapted to have an outward v GEORGE MATTHEWS.
* opening movement relative to each other and Witnesses: :
the central compartment Eart. : . ~C. W. OweN,
2.” A mold-box or pan

aving a body part Hazevr B. HierT.

les on the sides of the box and ogened outwardly from the partitions and to.
forces the box open to its full extent, or sub- | e
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