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This invention. relates to hood hinges for auto-
mobiles.

As is well known, the hoods of a,utomobﬂes as
now generally  constructed comprise. two sepa-

5- rate sections, each independently hinged to a
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-able in several respects.
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central supporting member extending longitudi-
nally and: centrally along the top- of- the hood.
With a view toward improving the appearance
of the automobile, this central supporting mem- ~
ber has been so combined with the hinge struc-
ture that the top thereof forms an unbroken sur-
face of ornamental shape and . configuration.
This central supporting member has always
been formed of one solid strip.of sheet metal, and.

- inasmuch as the ornamental appearance of the

hinge is one of its major factors, the. exposed

.parts thereof have always been plated and

polished.

This past practice has been found objection-
Making the supporting
member of a solid single thickness piece of sheef
metal of sufficient weight to meet the require-
ments precludes the formation of sharp bends
and sharply defined edges, which is often -desir-

-able from the standpoint of appearance, espe-

cially: with. the new modern designs. . Also, this
past construction resulted in a raw edge-which:
during part of the hinge action was engaged by a
relatively movable part of the hinge and-as &
consequence, the desired smoothness of operation
was: not obtained, and inasmuch as the plating
would wear off, this part of the structure was
subject to rust corrosion.

With these and other objections to past hood
hinges in mind, the present invention contem-
plates as one of its objects a hood hinge of the
general character described wherein the central
supporting member or hinge strip is of laminated
construction.

More specifically it is an object of this inven-
tion to provide a hood hinge having a central
stationary hinge strip of laminated construction
and in which the outer lamina is formed of thin
stainless steel or other suitable noncorrosive
metal capable of taking 2 high polish to obviate
the necessity for plating.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a hood hinge of the character described wherein
the usual raw edge upon which the hood carried
part of the hinge structure rides during opening
and closing of the hood is covered by a sheath
of noncorrosive metal to insure permanently
smooth action and guard against the possibility
of rust corrosion.

It is also an object of this invention to pro-

(Cl 16—178)

vide a hood hinge .of the character descnbed

which lends itself more readily .to the use of -

designs having sharply defined edges.

A further object of this invention is to ‘pro-,

vide a hood hinge of the character described:

which is neater in appearance and has the stated;,
advantages over past constructions Wlthout in.

anywise increasing the cost thereof.

With the above and other objects in. view. wmch ‘

will appear as the description proceeds, this in-.
vention resides in the novel construction,.com-.
bination and arrangement of parts substantially

10

as hereinafter described and more particularly

defined by the appended claims, it being under-
stood that such changes in the precise embodl—

ment of the hereindisclosed invention may be:

made as-come within the scope of the: claims.
The accompanying drawing illustrates. one

153,

complete example of the physical: embodiment:

of the invention constructed:according to:the best

mode so far devised for the practical a,pphca.tlon;

of the principles thereof, and in which: )
Figure 1 is a perspective. cross seetion V1eW
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through a hood hinge embodymg thls 1nvent10n, ;

and
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Figure 2 is a cross section. view bhrough a poL-..
tion of the hinge. showing the parts in: an open-,

position.

Referring now particularly to. the accompany-

ing drawing in which like numerals indicate like-

parts, the numerals § and 6 designate :the. hood

30

sections. of the a.utomobile which are: hingedly: -

longltudmal supportlng member 1.

In use the;;
supporting member 7 has one end attached to the .

radiator and its other end to the cowl of the

vehicle (not shown).
is thus a rigid stationary structure and its oppo-
site longitudinal marginal edges are inwardly and
upwardly curled to provide stationary hinge
parts 8.

Pivotally interengaged with the sta.tmnary
hinge parts are movable hinge parts 9. These
movable hinge parts are provided by the curled
edges of longitudinal strips 10, the lower portions
of which provide flanges to which cother flanges
i1 carried by the hood sections.5 and 6 are perma-~
nently secured. The strips. 18 thus form  rigid
parts of the hood sections and support the cen-
tral upper portions of the hood sectionhs from the
supporting member 1, as shown.

The shape of the pivotally interengaging hinge
parts 8 and 9 is such that the hood sections may
be swung through an arc. sufficient to permit
opening and closing thereof without disengaging

The supporting member T .
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the hinge parts.  As the hood sections are moved
from their closed positions, shown in PFigure 1,
to an open position, shown in Figure 2, the mov-
able hinge part 8 slides on the edge 12 of the
innermost flange 13 of its stationary hinge part 8.

Heretofore, the stationary supporting member
T which earries the stationary hinge part 8 was
formed of one solid strip of metal and to provide
the desired appearance was plated.  As pointed
out. hereinbefore, forming this unit of -a. single

‘solid thickness precluded the use of designs in- g

volving - sharp -edges and besides entailing ‘the
expense of . plating was found objectionable in
that- the edges 12 of its upstanding flanges I3
were raw edges from which the plating was soon
worn off. Affer the plating was. worn off, the
uncovered raw metal was subject to rust corrc-
sion which besides interfering with the smooth ac-

“tion of the hinge was apt to mar the finish of

the hood. )

‘To overcome these disadvantages; the present
invention-contemplates a laminated construction
for the supporting member-1 wherein the outer

‘surface is provided by a thin shell 14 of stainless
‘steel or other suitable noncorrosive metal.

This
thin shell covers the entire.outer surface of the
member 1 and has its marginal edge ‘portions

folded and crimped over the flanges 13, as at 15..

Consequently, that part of the stationary hinge
structure which is subject to the greatest wear,
namely, the edges of its flanges I3, is:completely
covered by the noncorrosive metal sheil or sheath

so that the objections of a raw edge at this point

are entirely overcome.
Also, through ' the use of a laminated construc-

- tion, designs incorporating sharply defined edges
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can be utilized without sacrifice in strength.
It is also apparent ‘that through the use of a
thin shell of stainless steel, the expense of plat-

‘ing is entirely obviated for it is only necessary to

buff the surface of the shell to provide the desired
luster..

From the foregoing description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, it will be
readily apparent to those skilled in the art to

which this invention appertains; that this inven-

tion provides a substantial improvement over past
hood hinge: constructions without in a.nyw1se in-
creasing the cost thereof. .

What I claim as my invention is:

1. In a hood hinge for automotive vehicles, a
stationary hinge part, a movable hinge part hav-
ing a pivotal interengagement therewith and
adapted to support a movable hood section, said
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hinge parts having their inferéngaging portions
so shaped that the movable hinge part slides over
an edge of the stationary hinge part, and a shell
of noncorrosive metal. covering the exposed parts

of .the stationary hinge part-and said edge so as -

to.insure continued smooth hinge action.

2.°A ‘hood hinge for automotive. vehicles com-
prising a- stationary supporting member extend-
ing longitudinally along two contiguous edges of
two adjacent hood sections, stationary hinge parts
formed on the marginal edges of said stationary

_supporting member, movable hinge parts having

a pivotal interengagement with and substantially
disposed within the :stationary hinge parts, said
movable hinge parts being attached to the hood
sections so as to-support the same, and a thin shell
of noncorrosive metal covering the outer exposed
surfaces of the supporting member and extending
over the longitudinal marginal edges thereof so
as to prov1de a neat external appearance for the
supporting member and a noncorrosive support-
ing edge on-which the movable hlnge section slides
during the hinge action.

3. In a hood hinge of the character described,
a stationary supporting member from which two
adjacent hood sections are hingedly supported,
said supporting member having its side marginal
edges bent down and curled inwardly and up-
wardly to provide: stationary hinge 'parts, two
longitudinal strips each ‘attached to one of the
two adjacent hood sections with their upper por-
tions projecting above the hood sections, outward-
1y curled portionson the upper edges of said strips
forming movable hinge parts received in the sta-
tionary hinge parts in such a manner that all por-
tions of said strips are covered by the stationary
supporting member when the hood sections are in

tends laterally beyond the :contiguous edges of
the hood. sections, and sald supporting member
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" closed positions and said supporting member ex~ -
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being of laminated construction with the outer -

exposed layer thereof formed of thin noncorrosive
metal held in: place by having its marginal edges
folded over the marginal edges of the remainder

of the supporting member; said outer layer of
noncorrosive metal being capable of being buffed
to:a high lustér:without the necessity of plating-
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and the combined. thickness of the outer layer and -
the ‘remainder.-of -the supporting member being -

- sufficient to carry the weight while at the same
time permitting the formation of bends with sharp

angles-therein for the sake of prowdmg a sharply
defined design. - .
CARL P. ALBERT;



