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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAME. BURT, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Enosburg 
Falls, in the county of Franklin and State of 
Vermont, have invented a new and useful 
Sap-Gathering Tank, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in tanks for collecting 
Sap, and has for its object to prevent slop 
ping over of the sap when jostling the tank, 
as when going over rough ground and up and 
down grades. 
Other objects and advantages are contem 

plated and will appear as the nature of the 
invention is understood, and to this end ref 
erence is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings and the following description. 
The improvement is susceptible of various 

changes in the form, proportion, and the 
minor details of construction without depart 
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of 
the advantages thereof, and to a full disclos 
ure of the invention an adaptation thereof is 
shown in the accompanying drawings, i 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tank em 
bodying the essence of this invention. Fig. 
2 is a central longitudinal section thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a detail view showing the means for 
holding the delivery-tube in an upright posi 
tion and the cover upon the strainer. 

Corresponding and like parts are desig 
nated in the following description and all the 
figures of the accompanying drawings by simi 
lar reference-characters. 
The tank 1 is constructed of sheet metal 

and is essentially oblong in form, its sides 
being straight and parallel and the ends 
rounding. Covers 2 extend over the end por 
tions of the tank and close the same for about 
one-fourth the distance, leaving the middle 
portion of the tank open or uncovered. A 
plate or head 3 is located a short distance be 
low the top edge of the tank and is secured 
at its edges to the sides thereof, and is de 
pressed at a middle point in its length, so as 
to drain the sap to a central point. This 
plate or head is straight between its edges, 
but inclines upwardly toward its ends from 
an intermediate point to direct the sap to the 
lowest point. A cylinder 4 is removably sup 

ported in an opening formed in the middle 
of the plate or head 3 for the purpose of 
breaking the splash or motion of the sap 
when stopping and starting, and is perforated 
or reticulated to admit of the free passage of 
the sap therefrom into the tank. A ring 5 is 
secured to the bottom of the tank opposite 
the opening in the plate or head 3 and re 
ceives the lower end of the cylinder 4, so as 
to steady and fix the position of the latter. 
This ring is perforated or notched in its lower 
edge to provide for the escape of the sap. A 
screen 6 is fitted in the upper end of the cyl 
inder 4 and serves to strain the sap as the lat 
ter enters the tank. - 
The cylinder 4 and the screen 6 form in ef 

fect a strainer for purifying and removing 
foreign matter from the sap as the latter is 
received into the tank. A cover 7 closes the 
cylinder 4 and is held in place by friction in 
the ordinary Way, or positive means may be 
employed, such as a rod or bar 8, to extend 
over the cover and have its ends engaged be 
neath handles 9, located at the sides of the 
tank and above the plate or head 3. This 
rod or ball 8, being slightly elastic, is adapted 
to have its ends depressed and engaged be 
neath the handles 9 in the manner set forth 
and illustrated. 
A nipple 10 is provided on one side of the 

tank at a middle point and close to the bot 
tom, and a delivery-tube 11 has connection 
therewith by a short length of hose-pipe 12, 
so that the delivery-tube can be turned into 
a vertical or upright position, as shown, When 
the tank is filling or receiving sap. A catch 
13, located at the top edge of the tank and 
directly above the nipple 10, engages with 
the free end of the delivery-tube and holds 
the latter in an upright position and is of an 
inverted-U shape, the inner member 14 be 
ing the longer and operating in a sleeve 15, 
attached to the inner side of the tank, and 
the lower end of the said member 14 being 
bent at right angles, as shown at 16, to limit 
the upward movement of the said catch and 
to pass beneath the adjacent end of the rod 
8, whereby the catch is held at its lowest po 
sition and in engagement with the end of the 
tube 11. This catch 13 is slidably mounted 
in the sleeve 15 and straddles the upper end 
of a side of the tank and is moved upward, 
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so that its outer member can clear the end of 
the tube 11 when the latter is turned into an 
upright position, whereby upon depressing 
the said catch its outer member or leg will 
enter the open end of the said tube and hold 
the latter in an upright position, substan 
tially as shown. 

By having the covers 2 extend inward from 
the ends of the tank about one-fourth the 
length of the latter the sap will not slop over 
the ends of the tank when the latter is pass 
ing over rough ground or up and down grade, 
or when pouring the sap upon the plate or 
head 3. The synclinal form of the plate or 
head 3 directs the sap to the lowest point or 
valley and into the strainer and cylinder, 
which remove foreign matter, and from which 
cylinder the sap escapes into the tank, and 
after the latter is sufficiently filled the cover 
7 is placed in position and the tank trans 
ported to a place of discharge and drained of 
its contents by means of the delivery-tube 11. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is-- 

I. A sap-gathering tank oblong inform and 
having its top side closed at its ends by covers 
which extend inward for a short distance, a 
plate or head located a short distance below 
the plane of the top edge of the tank and en 
tirely covering the same, and inclining from 
an intermediate point in its length toward its 
ends in an upWard direction, and a perfo 
rated cylinder located at the central or de 
pressed part of the said plate or head, Sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. A sap-gathering tank oblonginform and 
having its top closed at its ends by covers 
which extend inward for a short distance, a 
plate or head located a short distance below 
the top edge of the tank and extending over 
the said tank, and inclining upwardly toward 
its ends from an intermediate point, and hav 
ing an opening at its middle or lowest point, 
a cylinder reaching from the plate or head to 
the bottom, a strainer fitted in the said cyl 
inder, and a ring attached to the bottom of 
the tankin vertical alinement with the open 
ing in the said plate or head and receiving 
the lower end of the cylinder, substantially 
as set forth for the purpose described. 

3. In combination, a Sap-gathering bank 
having handles on its inner side at diamet 
rically-opposite points, a synclinal plate or 
head extending over the tank and located a 
short distance below the plane of its top edge, 
a cylinder removably fitted in an Opening at 
the middle or lowest point of the said plate 
or head, a cover for closing the said cylinder, 
and a rod or bar for securing the said cover 
and cylinder against accidental displacement 
and adapted to have its ends engaged With 
the said handles, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM E. BURT. 
Witnesses: 

NATHAN A. GILBERT, 
CHARLES H. STETSON. 
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