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(57) Abstract: Partition criteria is used to direct or constrain a search process that searches a search space for solution to a problem
& (Figure 1). The identification of states for further exploration of the search space is directed by the use of reference state and distance
constraint information that is part of the partition criteria (Figure 1). Multiple processes use the same or different partition criteria
to search relevant areas of search space (Figure 1). The peration of multiple processes, including the choice of partition criteria,
is coordinated by a coordination or control process (Figure 1). Different search topologies are implemented by selecting various

partition criteria (Figure 1).
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