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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,288,759
VENDING MACHINE

Gilmore S. Welton, Chicago, 1L, assignor to Vic-
tor Vending Corporation, Chicago, IlL, a corpo-

ration of Illineis

Application April 14, 1941, Serial No. 388,428
(CL 312—173)

2 Claims.

This invention relates in general to vending
machines and more particularly to that type in
which the commodity to be dispensed is held in
8 transparent container so that the articles to
be vended will be in full view of the operator.

In a number of machines of this character it
has been customary to place in the container
and in commingling relation with the other ar-
ticles, a certain number of special articles which
are generally the same commodity only specifi-
cally designated or differentiated from the re-
maining articles, the object being that in the
normal operation of the machine by the de-
posit of the proper coin or token, one or more
of the articles in the container will be vended
or discharged from the machine upon the proper
operation of the coin control mechanism.

The differently designated articles are for the
purpose of stimulating the sale of the commodity
in that should the operator be fortunate enough
to receive from the machine when properly op-
erated, one of the specially designated articles,
he will be entitled to something in addition to
the regular article, in the nature of a prize or
special award.

It is one of the obJects of the present invention
to provide in a machine of this character im-
proved means whereby a sample of the prize or
special award may be displayed within the con-
tainer from which the articles are vended.

A further object is to provide improved means
in the way of an attachment of this character
which may be readily placed within the con-
tainer of machines now on the market without

necessitating any change or alteration whatso- :

ever of such machines. ‘

A further object is to-provide an improved de-
vice or attachment of this character which will
not only display the prize or award but which
will also segregate a prize or award from  the
other aritcles in the container, and at the same
time conceal the remaining articles to be vended.

A further object is to provide an improved
means for segregating one of the prize indicat-
ing or coveted tokens or -articles from the re-
maining articles in the container and maintain
the same in & position where it will also be vis-
ible, so that the operator may know at a glance
which article he must receive from the machine
to entitle him to such an award or prize.

To the attainment of these ends and the ac-
complishment of other new and useful objects
as will appear, the invention consists in the fea-
. tures of novelty in. substantially the construc-
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parts, hereinafter more fully described and
claimed and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings illustrating this invention, and in which

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a portion of a
vending machine having an attachment con-
structed in accordance with the principles of
this invention applied thereto.

Figure 2 is a detail sectional view taken on line
2—2 Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a vprtlcal sectional view taken on
line 3-—38 TFigure 2,

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of an at-
tachment embodying the features of this inven-
tion.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
the numeral 19 designates generally a vending
machine of any desired size, configuration and
construction provided with the usual coin ac-
tuated mechanism diagrammatically illustrated
at .

The vending machine is provided with a con-
tainer 12 which is usually constructed of trans-
parent material, such as glass, open at the top
and bottom and closed at the bottom by resting
upon the portion of the machine 10. The top
of the machine is closed by means of a closure
{3 removably held in position in any suitable
manner, all as well known in this art.

The articles to be vended are placed “en masse’
within the container 12 and are individually
vended in- the usual manner by the deposit of a
coin in the coin control mechanism and the op-
eration of g knob or handle {4, -

The numeral {8 designates a sheet of any suit-
able flexible material and is of a width substantial-
1y equal to the height of the container 12, and of
a length to be placed within the container and
to contact the inner surface of the wall of the
container 12.  This element 15 is also of such a
length that when it is placed within the con-
tainer 12 the ends I8 will abut, as shown more
clearly in Figure 2, so as to hold the element
against the contamer wall.

Carried by this element 13 are a plurallty of
receptacles {7 and 18, any number of which may
be provided, and they may be arranged in any
suitable position or relation with respect to each
other. These receptacles are disposed within
the plane of the edges of the element 5 and
respectively open through the e¢lement, as at
19—28, the openings 19—20 being preferably in
the plane of the body of the element I5.

The receptacles |T—i8 may be of any desired
size and configuration and when placed in po-

tion, combination and arrangement of the several 556 sition within the container {2, will be closed by
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the wall of the container as shown more clearly
in Figure 2. The receptacles 18 are for the pur-
pose of receiving and holding any desired ob-
ject or article which is to be given as a prize
to the operator which by the legitimate opera-
tion of the machine receives one of the prede-
termined articles from the container 12.

The article which controls the distribution of
the commodity 21 is indicated by the reference
numeral 22, and is placed within the receptacle
11, the receptacle also being closed hy the wall
of the container 12. Any desired number of these
articles 22 are placed within the container #2
with the remaining articles 23 that are to be
vended.

The element 15 is preferably opague so as to
conceal all of the articles and the contents of
the container {2 so that the operator will not be
able to figure out the chances of securing one of
the articles 22 upon the proper manipulation
of the coin control mechanism.

The -element 15 is freely removable from the
container by the removal of the closure 13 and
is also freely insertable into the machines now
on the market.

With this improved attachment it will be man-
ifest that the sale of the commodity will be
greatly stimulated by reason of the fact that the
operator will be desirous of obtaining one of
the articles 21. In order to do this, however, he
mtust properly operate the machine until he se-
cures one of the specially designated articles 22.
Not being able to ascertain or figure out the
changes of securing one of these articles 22 by

reason of their beihg concealed from his view, :

it will be manifest that no fraud can be perpe-
trated in this respect but the operator will always
be assured of receiving the proper value for the
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coin, in the manner the same as in connection
with vending machines now on the market.

In addition to this value, however, should he
receive one of the specially designated articles
22 he will receive an additional award of one of
the prizes 21.

While the preferred form of the invention has
been herein shown and described, it is to be
understood that various changes may be made
in the details of construction and in the combi-
nation and arrangement of the several parts

‘within the scope of the claims, without depart-

ing from the spirit of this invention.

What is claimed as new is:

1. In a vending machine, a container having
a transparent wall, and from which container
the articles to be vended may be delivered, said
container serving also to hold and to vend one
or more prize-indicating, or coveted, tokens,
means for concealing the articles and tokens
that are to be vended, and means for holding a
prize-indicating token segregated with respect to
the remaining tokens in the container and for
maintaining the segregated token visible from
the outside of the container in exclusion of the
other articles in the container.

2. As an article of manufacture, an article
holder comprising a flexible body adapted to be
placed into the container of a vending machine
adjacent the inner surface of the container wall,
the said wall being transparent, said body being
provided with a chamber having one of its sides
open to be closed by the container wall, said
chamber adapted to receive and held a prize in-
dicating token segregated from the remaining
articles in the container, said body concealing
the said remaining articles in said container.

GILMORE S. WELTON.



