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RAYMOND V. SWEENY, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

' APPARATUS FOR FORMING GOLF BALL TEES

This invention relates to a portable device
for forming golf ball tees from & length of
wire or other suitable material. " = - .

; The invention contemplates a portable de-
3 vice which may be readily carried in the pock-
- ¢t or in the golf club bag, and which device
is designed to facilitate the rapid and accurate
forming of a golf tee from a length of wire
. or other equivalent material. R
I More particularly, the device embodies a
pair of telescopically interfitted relatively
rotatable sections, one of which: sections is
formed with a longitudinally extending pref-
erably eccentric aperture for receiving.the
15 ghank defining portion of the finished tee, and
both of which sections are provided with co-
operative-or mating die portions for impart-
ing to the remainder of the wire or stock the
fashioning of the ring-shaped ball rest ter-
“20 minal and the offset portion of the tee which
connects said terminal with the shank.

As a still further object, the invention re-
sides in a device for forming a golf ball tee,
~ which is comparatively simple in construc-
25 tjon, inexpensive to produce, and which is

highly efficient in its purpose. : -
- With the above recited and other objects in
view, reference is had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawing, in

" 30 which there is illustrated a preferred embodi-

ment of the invention, while the claims define
the actual scope thereof. P
In the drawing: RN L
_ Figure 1 is a perspective view of the cap
35 gection of the tee forming device. :
Figure 2 is a similar view of the body sec-
tion thereof. o L e
Figure 8 is a longitudinal sectional view
through the tee forming device illustrating
"40 the relative position of the sections at the be-
ginning of the forming operation. .
"~ Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view tak-
en approximately on the-plane indicated by
_ the line 4—4 in Figure 3, and illustrating the
45 relative position of the parts of the forming
device:immediately prior to the finishing of
the forming operation. :
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the-com-
pleted tee. - .- I
“%0 © Figure 6 is a longitudinal sectional-view
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through the tee forming device illustrating - -
the manner in which the sections a.re“coul)leg ’
when not in use. = L

- -Referring to the drawing by:characters of
reference, more particularly to the tee desig- 55

nated generally by the character A, the same

includes a shank 10, which is adapted to-be
forced into the ground. The tee further in-
cludes an open ring-shaped ball rest termi-
nal 11, which is joined or connected to the up-: 60
per end of the shank 10 by an offset connect-
ing portion 12, which is preferably eurved or
arcuated in order to allow for the proper seat-
ing contact of a golf ball in the ring-shaped
portion 11. The tee A is formed of a wire or 66
other stock composing the requisite qualities
or characteristics which admits of its proper
shaping and retention in the shaped form. -

- The forming device which is designated -
generally by the reference character B in--70.
cludes:a pair of generally cylindrical sections
designated generally by the reference char-
acters C and D, the former being hereinafter
termed “the body section” and the latter, “the
cap section”. - The body section C is formed 75
at one end with an axially extending-recess
15, which is preferably, although not necessa-
rily, internally threaded as at 16.° The body
section is. further provided with a longitu-
dinally extending, preferably slightly eccen-
trie, aperture 17 which communicates with
and: extends from the'recess 15 and opens
through the opposite end of the body, which
aperture is of a diameter to snugly accommo-
date the wire or- other stock from which
the tee A is to be formed. At the recessed
end, the body C is formed with the stepped
reduced concentric diameters 18 and 19, the
latter being: of lesser circumference than the
former. The outer end 20 of the recess 15
flares or is of a frusto-conical configuration,
and approximately merges into the reduced
diameter 19 to provide a. flared entrance
mouth to the recess for a purpose which will
be hereinafter set forth. The annular collar
or boss; which is defined between the diame-
ter 19 and the flared or frusto:conical end:20,
is provided with a radial notch 21, which:is
of a width to snugly accommodate the wire

or stock from which the tee A is to be formed., 100

80
85
90

95



ot

2

The cap section D is formed at one end

with a concentric recess 22, the peripheral-

wall 23 of which is of a diameter to snugly
and telescopically fit over the diameter 18 of
the body section C, and said recess 22 is of a
depth approximating the combined depth of

. the reduced diameters 18 and 19 of the body
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section.. The inner wall 24 of the recess 1is
provided with a concentric substantially
semi-spherical boss 25, the area or diameter

~of which is such as to- dispose it in-spaced -

relation to the flared or frusto-conical end 20

of the recess 15, whereby it will freely accom="

modate the diameter of the wire or stock from
which ‘the tee A is formed. The annular
portion 26, which is formed between the exte-
rior perlphery of the cap section D and the

_Tecess, is provided with a non-radial or sub-

stantially tangential notch 27, the side walls, -
28 and 29, of which preferably diverge out--
wardly, and the- width of which notch 27 is

-greater than the diameter of the wire or stock

; from ‘which the tee A is to-be fashioned. :
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In forming the tee A in the device B, the
cap section D is removed from the body sec-
tion C, as illustrated in Figure 2, and the
‘wire or stock of the appropriate lenorth from
which the tee A is to-be formed is inserted
through the recess 15 and aperture .17, sub-
stantlally as -illustrated in Kigures 2- and 3

.of the drawing. The portlon which forms
“the shank 10 extends through the aperture 17

and protrudes beyond the lower end:of the

- ‘body section C, the remainder of the wire or
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stock is then bent laterally and engaged in
the notch 21. - The recessed end 22 of the cap
section D is then telescopically fitted over the

-reduced diameéter- 18 of the body section C.
‘with the notch 27 in registry with the notch

21, and- with said ‘notch 27 accommodating

the laterally bent portion of the wire or stock
awhich is to define the open ring-shaped ball
_rest terminal 11 of the finished tee.

This ob-
viously leaves the portion of the wire or
stock, which is to subsequently constitute the -
offset connecting portion 12, ‘disposed - be-
tween the notch 21 and its: pomt of juncture
with the shank forming portion 10.  As the

cap B is initially applied, the semi-spherical

boss 15 imparts a curvature or arcuate shap-
ing to the offset connecting portion 12. The
user_then grasps the body section C in one
hand, and while exerting an inward pressure
on: the -cap section D, turns said cap.section D
in the clockwise direction indicated by the
arrow in Figure 4. Obviously, the relative

turning movement of the cap section with re--

spect to the body C bends the ball rest defin-
ing portion 11 into an open ring form around
the diameter 19, and. between ‘said diameter
and the per1phe1 al wall 23. "The portion 11
is- confined wvertically between the shoulder

80:;and the inner wall 24 of the Fecess 22.

The inclined, tangential or non-radial wall
28 of the notch oT'e engages with and cams the

'1,896,922

portlon 11 of the stock as the cap is rotated -

with reference to the body section C. In or-
der to facilitate the proper gripping and
holding of the peripheries of the body and

with serrations 81 and 32.
By disposing the aperture 17 shghtly eccen-
tric to the axis of the body section C, the in-

herent _springiness or resiliency of the wire-

or stock is compensated for when the formed
“tee 1s removed from the device so as to insure
_the proper concentric position of the shank
“with respect to the open ring- shaped ball rest
terminal 11, thereby making for a proper bal-
ance when the tee is tsed. After the tee has
been completely formed, the cap:section B is
separated from: the body sect1on C and the
tee is removed.:

~In order to connect the cap and body sec-
tions together when the deyice is not in use,

‘the cap section.is formed with a reduced pro- -

jecting stud 33, which is exteriorlythreaded,
as at 34, to threadedly engage with thréad 16
of the recess 15, as 1llustrated in Flgure 6 Of
the drawing. =

While -there - has been 111ustrated and de-
scribed a preferred embodiment. of the in-
vention, no limitation:is necessarily intended

to the prec1se structural details herein’ ex-’

hibited, and it is to be understood that varia-

“cap sections, the same are respectively formed- 70
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tions and modifications which: fall ‘within the -

scope of the clalms ‘may be’ resorted to When ‘

des1red

‘What is clalmed

-1 A portable . dévice for formlng a golf
ball tee of the character ‘described, said de-
vice including a: pair of telescoplcally inter-
fitted relatlvely rotatablesections,oneof which
sections-is formed with ‘a longitudinally’ ex-
tending aperture for receiving the shank de-
fining portion of the tee and a radial notch
to admit therethrough the ball rest. terminal.
defining portion of the tee, the othér section
havmg a substantially non-radial or tangen-
tial notch -to admit therethrotigh said latter
terminal and cooperative portions of said:-sec-
tions defining a confined annular tunnel with-
in which said latter terminal is fashloned
upon relative turning of the sections.-

2." A portable-device for forming - a golf
ball tee of the character described, said de-
vice including a pair of telescoplcally inter-
fitted: relatively rotatable sections, one’ of
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which_ sections is.formed with a-longitudi-

nally extending eccentric aperture for receiv-
ing the shank defining portion of the tee and
a radial notch to admit therethrough the ball
rest terminal defining portion of the tee, the
other section having a-substantially non-ra-
dial or tangential: notch to admit therethrough
said later. terminal-and cooperative: portions
of said sections defining a confined annular
tunnel within which said-latter terminal is
fashloned upon relatwe turnlng of the sec-.
tions.: SR EE , :
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3. A portable device for forming a gdlf ball’
tee of the character described, said device in-.
cluding a pair of telescopically interfitted rel-

_atively rotatable sections, one of which sec-
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tions is formed with a longitudinally extend-
ing aperture for receiving the shank defin-
ing portion of the tee and a radial notch to
admit therethrough the ball rest terminal
defining portion of the tee, the other section
having a substantially non-radial or tangen-
tial notch to admit therethrough said latter
terminal and cooperative portions of said
sections defining a confined annular tunnel
within which said latter terminal is fashioned
upon relative turning of the sections, and
means on said other section for imparting an
arcuate shaping to the offset part connecting
the shank and terminal.

4. A portable device for forming a golf
ball tee of the character described, said de-
vice including a pair of telescopically inter-
fitted relatively rotatable sections, one of
which sections is formed with a longitudi-
nally extending aperture for receiving the
shank defining portion of the tee and a radial
notch ‘to admit therethrough the ball rest
terminal defining portion of the tee, the other
section having a substantially non-radial or
tangential notch to admit therethrough said
latter terminal and cooperative portions of
said sections defining a confined annular tun-
nel within which said latter terminal is fash-
ioned upon relative turning of the sections,

_and means on said other section for imparting
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an arcuate shaping to the offset part connect-
ing the shank and terminal, said sections hav-
ing cooperative means for connecting -the
same when not in active use. o

5. A portable device for forming a golf
ball tee of the character described, said device
including a pair of telescopically interfitted
relatively rotatable sections, one of which sec-
tions is formed with a longitudinally extend-
ing aperture for receiving the shank defining
portion of the tee and a radial notch to admit
therethrough the ball rest terminal defining
portion of the tee, the other section having a
substantially non-radial or tangential notch
to admit therethrough said latter terminal
and cooperative portions of said sectionsdefin-
ing a confined annular tunnel within which
said latter terminal is fashioned upon relative
turning of the sections, and means on said
other section for imparting an arcuate shap-
ing to the offset part connecting the shank -
and terminal, said sections having cooperative
means for connecting the same when not in
active use, said latter means consisting of a
threaded stud on one of the sections and a
threaded stud receiving apertured portion
on the other section.
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