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The purpose of the present invention is to provide a meth-

od for manufacturing an optical element that is easy to pattern and excep-
tional in terms of dimensional accuracy, the optical element having a uni-
form optical film and protective film free of coating defects, and being unaf-
fected by water or solvents. The present invention pertains to a method for
manufacturing an optical element, the method having: (I) a step for forming
an anisotropic optical film on a substrate and then performing an insolubiliz-
ation process; (II) a step for then forming a protective layer over the optical
film; and (IIT) a step for providing a mask over and exposing the protective
layer, and developing the protective layer using an alkali solution, thereby
patterning the protective layer and the optical film.
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FIG. 7:

AA3: Exposure --> development
BB2: Acid or alkali --> rinse
CC3: Bake (melt flow)
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